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Freedom for 
McAliskey 
and her baby 


Darcey shows off Fonteyn’s glitter 


• - 1 i w-'-i 


By Andrew Buncombe 
and Ros Wynne Jones 

ROISIN McAliskey, who was 
wanted in Germany on suspi- 
cion of being a member of an 
IRA bombing team which 
attacked a British army bar- 
racks. was heed last night 

In a dramatic decision the 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, 
said he would not allow Ms 
McAliskey to be extradited to 
Germany on the grounds that it 
would be ‘‘unjust and oppressive'*. 

The 26-year-oid, who was on 
bail residing at the Maudsley 
Hospital's mother and baby 
unit in south London. It is un- 
derstood that an independent 
psychiatric report suggested 
that her health had been seri- 
ously undermined by her de- 
tention and was deteriorating 
while on remand. 

"She is a free woman.” a 
Home Office spokeswoman 
said last oigbL However, it was 
not clear when she would be re- 
turning home to Northern Ire- 
land. Her mother, the former 
MP for Mid Ulster. Bernadette 
McAliskey, will travel to Britain 
from her home in Coal island to- 
day to sec her daughter, who 
will not leave the hospital un- 
til she is well enough- 

Tbe decision not to extradite 
Ms McAliskey. who was want- 
ed in Germany for questioning 
over the June 19% bombing at- 
tack on the British Army bar- 
racks in Osnabruck. last night 
sent shock waves around West- 
minster and Dublin. Her release 



Robin McAliskey: 'Health 
deteriorating in prison’ 

comes at a critical time in the 
peace talks and is certain to be 
condemned by Unionists. 

However, it was welcomed 
by the Irish government, which 
said it was in the "wider inter- 
est of peace" and “would give 
heart” to those working to- 
wards peace. The Irish Foreign 
Minister, David Andrews, said 
in a statement: "I have long 
been concerned about the com- 
pelling humanitarian dimen- 
sion to this case both for Roisin 
and her baby, Loinnir." 

Mr Andrews said he had re- 
peatedly raised the issue in his 
contacts with the British gov- 
ernment, including the meeting 
of the Anglo-Irish inter-gov- 
ernmental conference four days 
ago when he had "a full dis- 
cussion of its implications” with 
(he Secretary of Stale for 
Northern Ireland, Mo Mowlam. 

"Today’s decision not only 
serves to bring an end to the suf- 


fering and uncertainty faced by 
Roisin McAliskey and her fam- 
ily but is also in the wider interest 
of peace and reconciliation in 
these days,” he said. 

Last night Mrs McAliskey 
said: "I'm relieved and delight- 
ed. We can now concentrate on 
getting herwell again. Roisin is 
quite calm under the circum- 
stances, but I don’t think she re- 
ally realises what is going on.” 

Ms McAliskey had been 
held on extradition charges 
since being arrested in Coahs- 
land in November l996.Siewas 
three months pregnant at the 
time, but despite this bail was 
refused. Weak, ill and suffering 
from a series of complications, 
she gave birth last summer to 
a baby girl weighing 51b 13oz. 

The Home Office statement 
issued last night said: "[Mr 
Straw] corsideis the medical ev- 
idence in her case would make 
the extradition unjust or op- 
pressive” It added: "The Home 
Secretary has explained his de- 
rision to the German govern- 
ment It does not reflect in any 
way on the fairness of the Ger- 
man legal system or on the qual- 
ity of the extradition request" 

However, Ms McAliskey’s 
supporters have constantly dis- 
missed the German authorities’ 
contention that the former pol- 
itics student was involved in the 
mortar attack. 

The German government 
said last night that it could not 
comment on the derision until 
it bad been made aware of all 
the reasons behind the move. 



Ballet's gems: Dancer Darcey Bussell wearing some of Margot Fonteytris jewellery 
wfikii b to be sold by Christies hi London today. The diamond arid gem brooch b esti- 
mated at £4-6,000; tourmalne and diamond earrings £1,200-1,50 0 Photograph: John Vdos 


Commons 
toppers are 
old hat 


Louise must wait again 
as judges decide her fate 


By Anthony Bevins 

Fo ! :t“Sl Ed.; 


THE COMMONS is to abolish the 
absurd rule that requires MPs making 
a point of order tn wear a top hat. or 
other form of “cover", during a par- 
liamentary vole. 

The last occasion television view- 
ers might have seen the practice was 
on Friday, when points of order were 
raised during rates on the WDd Mam- 
mals (Hunting with Dogs) Bill. 

A report from the Commons Mod- 
ernisation Committee said yesterday: 
"At present, if a Member seeks to raise 
a point of order during a division, he 
or die must speak ‘seated and covered’. 
In practice, this means that an opera 
hat which h kept at each end of the 
Chamber has to be produced and 
passed to the Member concerned. 

“This particular practice has almost 
certainly brought the House into 
greater ridicule than almost any oth- 
er, particularly since the advent of tele- 
vision. We do nut believe that it can 
be allowed to continue." 

The committee recommendation - 
which will be accepted by the House 
- is (hat in future, such points of or- 
der should either be made directly to 
the person in the chair, or. more pub- 
licly, from one of the benches close to 
the Speaker's chair, where the com- 
plainant can dearly be seen and heard. 

The committee also recommended 
that another archaic practice, "spying 
stronger;", to force a vole on clearing 
the Chamber of public and press, 
should be replaced by a more modem 
device to test the presence of a 411- 
strong quorum of MPs in the House. 


By David Usbome in Boston 

LAWYERS for Louise Woodward, the 
British au pair convicted of manslaugh- 
ter after the death of baby Matthew 
Eappcn, indicated yesterday that in the 
event of a retrial they would ask for 
the victim's body to be exhumed. 

The possibility of a whole new tri- 
al for Woodward, 20, emerged as the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 
heard appeals from both prosecution 
and the defence. Even with frequent 
interjections from the paoel of seven 
judges, the hearing lasted barely 50 
minutes. 

The defence wants the court to 
overturn the manslaughter convic- 
tion. itself reached only when the tri- 
al judge. Hiller Zobel, unilaterally 
substituted ft for the jury’s original sen- 
tence of second-degree murder. Wood- 
ward’s lawyers argued that they were 
unfairly denied access to the baby's 
skull, which could have proved their 
case that he died of an injury that was 
old, and not inflicted, as charged, on 
4 February last year. It would be in or- 
der to examine the skull that the de- 
fence would seek an exhumation in an 
eventual retrial. 

The prosecution, by contrast, at- 
tempted to demonstrate that in re- 
ducing the sentence and releasing 
Woodward on time served of 279 
days. Judge Zobel abused his powers 
under Massachusetts statutes. It wants 
the second-degree conviction rein- 
stated and Woodward sent back to 
prison to serve life. 

The suspense for Woodward, and 
for the two fiercely-opposing camps 
supporting her and supporting Lhe Eaj> 
pen family could last months longer. 



Appeal: Louise Woodward 
in court yesterd a y 

Technically, the judges have 1 20 days 
to vote on their ruling in the affair. 
When it comes, it will not be read in 
open court but handed down in 
written form. 

Woodward, who has been unable to 
leave Massachusetts since the end of 
her trial arrived at court with her par- 
ents, Susan and Gary Woodward, who 
have been over in Boston from 
England for several days. 

Elaine Whitfield Sharp, a member 
of the defence team, said that Wood- 
ward, who has been staying at her 
home north of Boston, had been try- 
ing to keep herself distracted, in spite 
of being unable legally to work or study. 
As well as going to the gym and read- 
ing, she "vacuums the house and pets 
the cat" she said. 

After the hearing, a statement read 
outside the court on behalf of Debo- 


rah Eappen, Matthew’s mother, asked 
that the focus of public attention be 
switched away from Woodward and 
back to Matthew, who was nine 
months old when he died from the 
head injuries that the prosecution 
says were inflicted by Woodward shak- 
ing and slamming his head. 

“"We will never know what great 
things Mattie would have achieved and 
we will never the know the joy he would 
have brought to his family. WewiU nev- 
er know that because Louise Wood- 
ward took Mattie away from us,” the. 
statement said 

Both sides were cautious before at- 
tempting to interpret the rapid back- 
and-forth of yesterday’s courtroom 
proceedings. Harvey Sflverglaxe, for the 
defence,, noted however the aggres- 
siveness of Justice Charles Fried as he 
repeatedly interrupted Sabita Singh, a 
prosecution lawyer. ‘Tra encouraged 
by bow pointed some of his questions 
were,” Mr Sflverglale said. 

After the hearing, the defence con- 
ceded it could not rule out the possi- 
bility of a retrial “We are entitled to 
an acquittal or a dismissal of the 
charges,” Andrew Good of the defence 
team insisted. "Nothing would satisfy 
us other than that”. 

But about the prospect of a new tri- 
al he added: “Vfe would have an un- 
convicted client. We would not 
consider that a loss”. 

All of the defence team, mdnding 
its most famous member, Barry Scbeck, 
promised that they would continue to 
represent Woodward at a new trial 
even though the Woodward famify has 
already said it would not contest a de- 
cision to leave the manslaughter con- 
viction intact because of a lack of fimefe. 


Allies pile 
pressure 
on Serbs 

By Rupert Comwetl 


AS the major powers tightened pres- 
sure on Yugoslavia yesterday, relatives 
of the ethnic Albanians killed by Ser- 
bian potire in Kosovo last week refused 
to daim the bodies for burial accus- 
ing President Slobodan Milosevic of 
trying to hide evidence of atrocities. 

In response to the outcry, over what 
is widely feared could turn into a new 
Bosnia, the six countries of the Con- 
tact Group- Britain, the US, France, 
Italy, Russia and Germany - moved to 
have the UN Security Council impose 
an arms embargo on Yugoslavia, and 
threatened to freeze assets held 
abroad by Yugoslavia and Serbia, its 
main re maining member republic. 

. Robin Cook, Foreign Secretary, 
who chaired yesterdays foreign min- 
isters’ meeting at' Lancaster House, 
London, called the measures "very 
tough". Russia was reluctant to accept 
the full package. 

In Kosovo, families in Srbice-re- 
fused to bury some 60 victims, said to 
including 14 women and 12 children, 
and are demanding that foreign 
pathologists be allowed to conduct foil 
and independent post-mortems. In the 
capital Pristina^ at least 50,000 ethnic 
Albanians marched in a peaceful ral- 
ly against President Milosevic. . 

Powers get tough, page 9 


A year in jail 
for each child 
killer driver 
left fatherless 


By Andrew Btatcombe 

A DRINK-DRIVER who 
killed three cyclists, leaving 
seven children without their 
fathers, was yesterday jailed 
for seven years. 

Andrew Armstrong, an al- 
coholic, was seen clutching a 
bottle of vodka at the wheel of 
his car Notify before be crashed 
into the cyclists. He was found 
to have been more than three 
times over the limit, after drain- 
ing the bottle. 

Yesterday, Armstrong, 36, an 
unemployed lift engineer, wept 
in the dock as a judge told him 
his actions had shattered count- 
less lives. He had pleaded guilty 
to three charges of causing 
death by dangerous driving. 

Judge David Hodson told 
him: "Your thoroughly outra- 
geous and irresponsible behav- 
iour has killed three admirable, 
hard-working family men and 
ruined tbe lives of their loved 
ones. It’s also wrecked your own 
life and that of your own family. 

"Nothing that this court can 
do can bring back those you 
have IdQed and any sentence win 
be seen % the families of the 
deceased as inadequate. In a 
sense those families would be 
rig ht -" . 

Newcastle Crown Court 
heard that five days before 
Christmas Armstrong had 
bought a half bottle of the spir- 
it, which he drank at an allot- 
ment near his home at Seaton 
Sluice, Northumberland. 

Afterwards he set off. driving 
erratically on the coast road in 
his Ford Mondeo. planning to 


take a walk on the beach- An 
off-duty policeman out jogging 
bad to dive on to the pavement 
to avoid the car. He saw that 
Armstrong had the bottle close 
to his mouth. 

It was on this road that 
Armstrong hit four cyclists, 
who were on the way home 
from a cycling trip. Biyan Harri- 
son, 38, his brother Alan. 33, 
and their brother-in-law Don 
Smith, 49, were killed. Mr 
Smith’s son-in-law Ray Walls, 
25, suffered a broken leg and 
fractured right hip. 

Mr Wills remembered land- 
ing among debris, on a grass 
verge. He was then confronted 
with a “scene of carnage”, the 
court heard. Armstrong, who 
was also banned from driving 
for 15 years, had not spotted the 
cyclists until just before bis 
windscreen shattered. 

The car, which was travelling 
at up to 60mph, came to a rest 
50 metres away. Armstrong 
later asked: "Have I killed 
someone?” 

After the case, Peter Harri- 
son. who has lost two brothers, 
called fora ban on all drinking 
and driving. 

“What’s a safe limit?"-, he 
asked. “It’s only after a tragedy 
like this that people find their 
own limit - regardless of the law. 
Nobody who has had a drink 
should drive a car. 

"No amount of time in 
prison will change what has 
happened. This has devastated 
everybody, especially the chil- 
dren- Now he has been sen- 
tenced we can try and put it 
behind us. Time will tell.” 
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TONY Blair last night granted 
the bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy (BSE) inquiry 
team more time to consider the 
growing mountain of evidence. 

The Appeal Court judge 
Laid Justice Phillips, heading the 
panel of three, said an the first 
day of the heatings in London 
that he needed as more months. 
“Having analysed the work to be 
done, I have concluded that it 
cannot be completed within a 
timescale that wQI result mare- 
port at the end of the year” he 
said. “I am not prepared to 
contemplate a report that is su- 
perficial because it has been too 
rushed, and I don’t believe that 
those who are anxiously looking 
forward to receiving this report 
would wish ns to sacrifice thor- 
oughness for speed." 

Under the original timetable 
Lord Justice Phillips was to 
have submitted his report oa the 
findings by December 30. Last 


night Dr Jack Cunningham, the 
Minis ter of Agriculture, con- 
firmed in a parirameotaiy answer 

dbat the Government had agreed 

to the judge’s request A revised 
date for delivery of the report 
had been set of 30 June 1999. 

Lord Justice Phillips said it 
was only during the last month 
that he had come to appreciate 
the true scale of the task in- 
volved. Five government de- 
partments, with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
and the Department of Health 
at the forefront, had dealings 
with BSE over a period of 
about lOyeazs. During that time 
about 150 ministers had served 
in the relevant departments 
and he had written to them all. 
So for, more than 100 scientists 
and 300 dv3 servants and min- 
isters had been contacted. 

The aim , of the inquiry — 
which is expected to cost more 
than £2m - is to explore the caus- 



es of ‘mad cow disease" and the 
way in which the arias was han- 
cD^ by rivfl servants and minis- 
ters. Over the next four months, 
politicians, scientists, civil ser- 
vants, representatives of the beef 
and food industry, and relatives 
of victims of new variant Creutz- 
feldt-Jakob disease (nvCJD) - 
the human dts«*se (inked to 
BSE -will give evidence. 


The hearings began yester- 
day with opening statements 
from. Lord Justice Phillips, 
counsel for the MafL DoH and 
National Fanners’ Union, and . 
a solicitor representing families 
of victims of nvCJD. 

Counsel for Maff and the 
Department of Health ' ex- 
pressed sympathy for the fam- 
ilies of victims of CJD and said 


they would do everything in 
tbeir power to assist the inquiry. 
Stuart Isaacs QC, for the NFU, 
said: "It is impossible to esti- 
mate the human tragedy of the 
disease for its victims and their 
families. The NFU shares with 
the victims a wish to establish 
the facts surrounding BSE.” 
David Body, solicitor for 
the victims’ families, said his 


Hospital investigates suspected errors in cervical screening 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 



Recycled paper made up 41 .4% 
of the raw material for UK new 
papers in the first half of 1997. 


SUSPECTED errors in the ex- 
amination of women for signs 
of cervical cancer are being in- 
vestigated at a London hospital 
At least seven women at St 
George’s Hospital, "footing, 
who had abnormal smears and 


were referred for further in- 
vestigation by colposcopy - 
visual examination of tbe cervix 
using a specially adapted mi- 
croscope - are understood to 
have been misdiagnosed. 

One woman who was 
deared as normal a year ago is 
believed now to have cervical 
cancer. Re-cancerous changes 


should have been visible at her 
earlier examination. 

Colposcopy examinations 
are normally performed by doc- 
tors and it is understood that it 
is the work of one that is being 
investigated. No patients are be- 
ing recalled while tbe initial 
checks are being carried out 

The hospital last night said: 


“As part of the "Bust’s standard 
review procedures, a small 
number of colposcopy cases 
are being reviewed with outside 
experts. The trust cannot discuss 
the treatment of individual 
patients nor is it possible to 
comment further on the review 
until it is complete.” 

It added that the Colposcopy 


service was “workmg in accor- 
dance with the latest national 
guidelines issued by the NHS”. 

Julietta Patnick, director of 
the national screening pro- 
gramme, said women with high- 
grade abnormalities detected by 
cervical smear or with persistent 
low-grade abnormalities &ould 
be re fer red for colposcopy. 
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Huai 

C 27 81 

Toll 

C 19 55 

hdimt 

8 9 48 

ftansalaa 

f 13 55 

In UU 

S 25 77 

Vahada 

S 21 79 

IrtUBl 

F 7 45 


F 22 72 

■ntftUMC T7 63 

Vaaeamr 

C 1 43 

iMBfimS 27 11 

InacU 

C 38 86 

In tart 

t l 41 

Tola 

F 16 61 

Clin 

S 23 71 

Kattanii 

5 19 66 

Bea 

F 16 81 

Ban 

C 2 36 

Utfarr 

5«-15 5 

On 

II 6 46 

Hmta 

F 11 68 

Vann 

to 1 32 

ewTm 

C IS 84 

Bacataa 

5 31 II 

fan 

S 1 31 

UaHama 

R 1 41 


5 21 82 

Ma lanC 32 90 

Faiti ' 

S 1 43 

VaDUftM 

F 24 75 

(aMna 

F 13 SS 

InPalaai 

F 25 77 

Pad if 

C 14 57 

Zartck 

F 1 34 


I HAVE finally lost patience 
with a document which I had 
been saving up for a snowy day. 
It sapublicatioa from the Scott 
Rjlar Research Institute which - 
was sent to me by David Reibel 
of tbe Department of Lan- 
guage and Linguistic Science at 
the University of York. On an 
earlier occasion. Prof Reibel 
filled in some important gaps in 
my knowledge of linguistic con- 
fusion over Eskimo words for 
snow. Now be has generously 
supplied thisIOustnued Glossary 
of Snow and Ice, which draws 
upon such earlier publications 
as the Dtc&onnane frangais- 
angais desglacesflounraes by L~ 
E Ha mriffl (Travaux de i’inshiut 
de Geographic de VUniverste 
Laval , 1959) .to provide a com- 
plete list of terms in eight dif- 
ferent languages for over fifty 
terms relating to snow and ice. 

West Greenlandic, unfor- 
tunately, is not among the lan- 
guages cited, but the document 


(written ty Tkrencx Armstrong, 
Brian Roberts and Charles 
Swithinbank) shows that if you 
are prepared to dig deeply 
enough there is no shortage of 
words for ice in any of the lan- 
. guages cited. 

As I said, I was waiting for 
a~Snowy day to Use thfe mater- 
ial, but the forecasters have 
been predicting sleet (or rdni&, 
as they say in Finland) for so 
long now without my spotting 
a single snowflake (Norwegian: 
snofloJc, Danish: snefiiug ) that 
I can wait no longer. 

What comes through most 
strongly from this glossary is the 
lack of linguistic imagination of 
the Spaniards (or to be more 
precise the Argentinians, since 
it is their more snow-rich form 
of Spanish which is used here) 
and the utter perversity of Ice- 
landers. For example, a rocky 
crag or small mountain pro- 
jecting from a glacier is called, 
in English, by the borrowed 
term “nunatak". The Danes, 
French, Germans, Norwegians, 
Spanish and even the Russians 
call it “nunatak” (though tbe 
latter tramtiteriale it into Cyril- 
lic before doing so). And what 
do the Icelanders call a 
nunatak? They call \U6kulsker. 

In English, Danish. Ftench, 
German, and Norwegian, a 
wave or band on the surface of 
a valley glacier is called 
“ogive". The Spanish vary only 
afitfle in calling it oftva, the Rus- 
sians say ogiv, but the Ice- 
landers are again qnite out of 
Step with skari, which is, I be- 
lieve. in English a name for one 
of the Spice Girls. Some of the 


terms in English, incidentally, 
offer k ready-made set of 
names fix any group wanting to 
call themselves the Ice Girls: 
Anchor Ice, Brash Ice, Dead 
Ice, Fast Ice and the sensible 
one of the group. Level Ice. 

ThUting of bemg-£hari, it is 
interesting to note that the 
'Danes and Norwegians have no 
word for “hostile ice" - which 
shows that it takes more than 
a chunk of ice to scare them. 
Actually, neither of them has a 
word for “friendly ice” either, 
suggesting that they just take all 
ice as it comes. Or it could be 

a sign that neither Denmark nor 

Norway is veiy weD endowed 
with submarines, since both 
friendly and hostile ice refer to 
the ice canopy as viewed from 
beneath by a submariner. They 
don’t have a word for “bum- 
mock” either - a submerged 
hummock of ice. If it is a ques- 
tion of willingness to face dan- 
ger, the Danes win the overall 
prize, since theire is the only lan- 
guage without any word for 
“anti-icing" - the prevention of 
ice accumulation on ships and 
planes, which the Russians take 
so seriously they call it pre- 
dotvrashenie obledeneruya. 

The Spaniards seem 31 at 
ease with snow and ice terms, 
using rather cumbersome cir- 
cumlocutions rather than in- 
venting new words of their 
own. Where the En glish have 
the romantic term “snowflake" 
(Da: snefiiug; Ic snjdjfygsa'. No: 
sr&flak), the Spanish settle for 
copo de nieve , and their slush 
(Da: Snesjap ; Fi: Sohjo; No: 
sn+sorpei) is nieve pastosa. 
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Nurse! and YUksel Hassan, the parents of Gidcan, 19, the youngest victim of CJD^atthe BSE inquiry Photograph: David Rose 


clients were not seeking scape- 
goats but believed that those 
who bad made decisions on 
public policy concerning BSE 
should be held accountable. 
“They want to ensure that noth- 
ing lie the BSE epidemic ever 
happens again," he said. 

RogerfomJdns. whose vege- 
tarian daughter, Clare, is (tying 
of nvCJD, gives evidence today. 




' If the abnormalities were 
seen they would be treated im- 
mediately and. in nine out of 10 
cases, a biopsy, or sample of tis-. 
sue, should be taken. 

. However, if no abnormality 
was seen, possibly because the 
lesion was too far up die cervi- 
cal canal, and no biopy was tak- 
en, it could be missed 
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Monty’s Bafta glory leaves Rowan without a bean 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

THE highest grossing British 
Gifu, The Full Monty, has swept 
the board in the nominations for 
the 50th British Academy Film 
awards it was announced last 
night. 

The film, starring Robert 
Carlyle, received 1] nominations 
including best film, best original 
screenplay and best actor. Mm 
Brown, starring Dame Judi 
Dench and Billy Connolly, was 
nominated eight times, but 


Bean: the Ultimate Disaster 
Movie - the second most suc- 
cessful British film made -was 
ignored by the judges. 

Despite being largely 
panned by the critics. Bean, fea- 
turing the bumbling nerd cre- 
ated by Rowan Atkinson, 
grossed more than $2 18m 
world-wide and has still to be 
released in Japan. Only Four 

Wtddings and A Funeral was 
more successful, taking 5225 m. 
The Full Montv has so far made 
5203m. 


Peter Bennett-Jones, Rowan 
Atkinson’s agent, said he was 
not surprised by the nomina- 
tions. “We are all very proud of 
the film we have made and I was 
slightly irritated that Bean did 
not receive any nominations at 
all because it was a very suc- 
cessful film, but that is just 
indicative of the attitude. 

“There is a preconception 
that a film like that will be rub- 
bish and there is a certain 
amount of prejudice against 
big broad comedies, but it was 


a good piece of work and we are 
were very happy with it," he 
said. 

Caroline Westbrook, reviews 
editor of Empire magazin e, said 
that Baftas tended to concen- 
trate oh critical acclaim. 

“Bean did extremely well 
but ft was not recognised for its 
screenplay or fine acting so 
you would not expect it to be 
nominated,” she said. “It was 
fine for what it was, but you 
should not equate box-office 
dout with awards-worthyHms.” 


Despite the lack of nomina- 
tions for Bean, British films have 
icceivedwkiespi^raoognii^ 
thisyear, bur The Full Monty will 
. face stiff competition in the best 
film category against LA Can • 
fidentud, Mrs Brown and the cur- 
rent box-office hit Titanic, which 
received five nominations 
including best direction and 
visual effects. 

. The film, tracing Ihe fortunes 
of a group of British steel- 
workers who turn to stripping 
after their attempts to find 


employment faH,'basals6 been 
nominatedfor thebest original 
. screenplay where itis compet- 
ing against Boogie Nights, Mrs 
Brown and Nil by Mouth * . 

Helena Bonham . Carter, 
Kathy Burke and Dame -Judi 
took three of thefour nomina- 
tions for best actress andTRobert 
Carlyle, Billy Connolly and Ray 
Winst on e are all nominated 
for best axtar. Kevin Spaceyand 
Kim Basinger were also both 
nominated for their , perfor- 
mances in LA Confidential. 


TTrisyearin a move foreoog- 
. nise the growing importance of 
British talent on the world 
stage, Bafta has created theinst 
British. Academy Film Awards . 
which concentrate solely on 
films . The list of nominees for 
television wifl be announced at 
a later date. • 

Lord Puttnam, vice-presi- 
dent of the British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts, said: 
“For the first time in years 
there is a real setise of vibran- 
cy and exciteinentaround the 


British:film industry. The cre- 
ation of this award could not be 
more timely." 

• Tim AngeL the chairman of 
Bafta, said: “British films are 
enjoying a renaissance and the 
awards wiU contribute to this 
climate of confidence and 
optimism. 

“They should reflect the 
UECsporitun as a leading film- 
making nation on a world 
stage.” • 

The winners will be 
announced on 19 April. 


The recluse who 
engineered his 
way to stardom 


IN THE NEWS 


ROWAN ATKINSON 



BACK in his student days. Rowan 
Atkinson wanted to be an electrical 
engineer. It is an image that is hard 
to match with the rubber-faced co- 
median whose altcr-ego. Mr Bean, 
is one of the best-known comic cre- 
ations on British television, writes 
Kate Watson- Smyth. 

The antics of the accident-prone 
nerd have delighted British audi- 
ences for years and he has become 
a national institution - even ap- 
pearing on Blind Date - but it took 
Hollywood to propel him into su- 
perstar league. 

The success of Bean: The Ultimate 
Disaster Movie helped Atkinson 
earn an estimated £Iljm last year 
- eclipsing established British stars 
including Lord Attenborough, Sir 
Anthony Hopkins and John Cleese. 

In a nation currently obsessed 
with being cool, it is interesting that 
Mr Bean should have caught pub- 
lic imagination to such an extent. He 
epitomises the gawky, sorialiy-inept 
outsider and looks like a put-upon 
Latin teacher. When thwarted, he is 
petulantly vengeful but when satis- 
fied. he resembles a hideous cack- 
ling gargoyle. 

The inspiration for Mr Bean has 


long been debated and Atkinson's 
brother Rodney has been named as 
the most likely source, but it is a 
charge he vigorously denies. 

A businessman wbo lives with 
their widowed mother in North um- 
ber! and, Rodney is possibly the only 
person in the UK to have read the 
Maastricht Treaty word for word, in 
1993 he launched an unsuccessful 
case to have the former Foreign Sec- 
retary Douglas Hurd prosecuted 
for treason. 

However. A tkins on says Mr Bean 
is based on what he was like as a 
nine-year-old. Mercilessly teased at 
school, he was the butt of playground 
bullies who thought he looked like 
an alien and although a bright child 
he was quickly marked out as 
‘ strange". He daims that the age of 
12 was the last time he “ever did 
something funny off stage or away 
from the TV cameras". 

By the time he left prep school 
“adolescent self-consciousness had set 
in" and he became deadly serious. 
Now he insists he is “quiet, even dull" 
when not performing and “too self- 
conscious even to play charades". 

His first public appearance was 
at the Edinburgh Festival at the age 


of 17, but he was still not planning 
a career on the stage. 

He took a degree in electrical en- 
gineering at Newcastle University, 
gaining the highest marks m his year 
and believed that was where his fu- 
ture lay. But later at Oxford, study- 
ing for an MSc, he met up with 
Richard Curtis, writer of Four Wed- 
dings and A Funeral, in which Atkin- 
son had a cameo, and co-writer of 


the hugely popular Blackadder series. 
He also met the composer Howard 
Goodall, who wrote the themes for 
Blackadder and The Thin Blue Line, 
the less successful police comedy. 

In 1976 Atkinson was spotted at 
the Edinburgh Festival by television 
producer John Lloyd. “1 rushed 
backstage after the show and intro- 
duced myself. I was convinced he 
would be more famous than Chap- 


lin," be said. Lloyd went onto pro- 
duce Atkinson in Not The Nine 
O'Clock News , which also brought 
stardom to Pamela Stevenson, Griff 
Rhys JoDes and Mei Smith. 

He is famously reclusive and 
rarely gives interviews, preferring to 
live quietly with his wife Sunetra and 
their two children. Following the suc- 
cess of Mr Bean he is now planning 
to take a year off 


Peter Bennett-Jones, his agent, 
said: “Rowan is having a rest for a 
year and we will think about his next 
projects after that We would never 
say never about another Bean film . 
but we are not thinking about it at 
the moment" 

He also scotched rumours about 
a film being made around Atkinson's 
. incompetent government agent from 
the Barclaycard advertisements. 


' ATIGNSOW AND BLAIR : .. 

Rowan Atkinson went to the 
same school as Tony Blair. The 
■ Prime Minster was 13 andaL 
r^dyamodelpij^ilinthefop 
form at Durham’s historic 
Chorister school when Atkin-: 
son' arrived at the age of II.. 
Former headmaster Canon 
John Grove says the “two boys 
were like chalk, and cheese: 
"Rowamwi^s shy wfth aaiight . 
stu t ter and- a slightly rub- . 
bery face, just like the one he 
has how." Of Mr Blair he 
says “He Was outgoing. If you 
needed a volunteer, he was 
the' boy who always' had his 
hand up/*. 

i 

HOW BEAN WAS BORN 

Atkinson based Bean on. what fie 
was. like' as nine-year-old. At 
'school he was mercilessly teased 
by playground bullies who thought 
he looked like, an alien. His nick- 
names were . Doople, Zoo die, 
Greenman and G roman. There's 
a lot of Mr Bean in me," says Addn- 
. son. “Hek sodalty inept, selfish and 
has no manners - yet he can be 
sweet, innocent and weft-meaning." 

ATKINSON THE RECLUSE j 
Oneofthemoreredusivefig- j 
ures In British showbuskiess, i 
Atkinson, 43, owns a £500,000 j 
18th-century rectory in Ox- \ 
fordshbe - where he lives j 
with his wife Sunetra tind 4 
their two children - and a j 
£650,000 house in Chelsea, j 

BOOMING BEAN ! 

Mr. Bean is die most popular j 
comedy on British television. Au- i 
diences reach as high as 18m; even j 
repeats attract [2m viewers. It has j 
been shown in 94 countries and | 
sold more than seven million j 

I videos but" only 14 half-hour j 
episodes have been made. \ 

L— — . * 


Python stars sue to regain 
control of ‘Life of Brian’ 



Film In jeopardy: The Monty Python team still fear Ufe 
of Brian could be cut to quell accusations of blasphemy 


By Rosa Prince 

THE STA RS of Moniy Python 
yesterday launched an action in 
the High Court to try lu win 
back control over their film Life 
of Brian. 

The film, which chronicles 
the adventures of an unwilling 
messiah culled Brian, has been 
controversial since its rclcuM.- 
in 197S when it was labelled 
blasphemous hv religious 
groups. 

Now the Pvthon team arc 
suing the film's distributor. 
Paragon, lor allowing Life of 
Brian to he cut without their 
permission and for licensing the 
film at a rale that they say was 
not businesslike. 

Tiiey .ire also bringing an ae- 
tion against Channel 4 for 
showing the film under licence 
from Paragon when, according 
to James Munhy QC. repre- 
senting Python, the Marion 
knew the team was unhappy 
with the deal. 

in l'»l the film was li- 
censed to Channel 4 by 
Python’s former distributor 
Hand Made, owned hv the 
Beetle's George Harrison, for 
£25iWHJri with the agreement 
that it would he shown no 
more than iwiee over the fol- 
lowing five years. 


When the film was once 
more licensed to the station in 
1906. by which time it had 
passed on to Paragon, it made 
just SlOOJlfXJ (£6JL500) for a 30- 
year period There were no lim- 


its to the number of limes it 
could be shown and the deal 
applied to all forms of broad- 
casting. not just terrestrial tele- 
vision. Mr Munby said on 
behalf of Pyihon: 


“lb grant rates of this sort 
in relation to a film for a peri- 
od of 30 years when no one can 
foretell the nature of technol- 
ogy which may be in place down 
the line is little short of mad- 
ness." 

The High Court action 
came Lhe day after the surviv- 
ing Pythons - John Cleese, 
Michael Palin, Terry Jones, 
Eric Idle and Terry Gilliam - 
performed together for lhe 
first lime in IS years. 

The sixth member of the 
group, Graham Chapman, who 
died 10 years ago, wrote much 
of the screenplay and starred 
as Brian, who in the film ends 
up on a cross while those 
around him sing “Always Look 
on Lhe Bright Side of Life". 

The Python team say that it 
is scenes such as this, and lines 
like: “He’s not the messiah he’s 
a very naughty boy", spoken by 
Brian's mum played by leny 
Jones, which make the film ripe 
for censorship by those who 
even now fear it will give of- 
fence. 

They accused Paragon of 
failing to include in licences an 
obligation that the film would 
not be cut. 

The action, which is ex- 
pected to last for three weeks, 
continues tomorrow'. 


Rail regulator’s progress checked by a stone 


By Randeep Ramesh 

T: .tr ier Gxi espafvSenL _ ___ 

ITIS a railway line that local groups fought 
to re-open. But Iasi week, the railways’ fat 
controller could have been forgiven for 
wishing it had never been buili. 

John Swift QC, the rail regulator and 
passenger’s champion, survived what he 
described as a “murderous assault" by 
sionc-lobbing voullts us he travelled in the 
driver’s cab of a Lancashire train. 

Mr Swift, whose nerve is not in doubt 
in City circles, was “badly shaken" after 
vandals between Danven and Blackburn 
stoned the front windows of the driver's 
cab of the North Western Train service. 


The attack look place last Friday - 
when Mr Swift was taking train to 
Githcroe fora meeting with local mil cam- 
paigners. Three years ago, they had suc- 
cessfully lobbied to gel the Ribble Valley 
service reinstated. 

According to Mr 5wift: “We were 
tootling along and I was admiring the 
scenery and suddenly there were two shat- 
tering crashes ... It was an alarming and 
all too frequent indication of how the se- 
curity if the railways and the people trav- 
elling on them must continue to be of 
prime concern." 

Tough on crime and laugher on those 
who commit offences, Mr Swift was quick 
to attack - verbally - the vandals. “It 


brought home to me how important it is 
to retain morale in the people we ask to 
run these trains in the face of murderous 
attempts by you ngsicrs who should know 
better.” 

Mr Swift does not shirk a fight. Siace 
the election of a Labour government he 
has roughed up the rail industry - con- 
sidered by many of privatisation’s critics 
to have been given an easy ride by the pre- 
vious Conservative administration. 

He has attacked Rail track for "whol- 
ly unacceptable" spending on mainte- 
nance, fined train companies for the 
poor service provided by the telephone en- 
quiry bureau and highlighted the mis- 
selliag of train tickets. 
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C Prescott may 
have been 
known 

affectionately as 
‘thumper’ by his 
friends, but he 
denies that he 
hit Hayes ? 


C What Hayes 
describes as a 
punch in the 
stomach might 
seem to 
Prescott just a 
jab, but he says 
it was a punch 5 



Prescott may sue over claims he hit Tory 


By Odin Brawn 

Quef Political Correspondent 


IT could be seconds out today 
for a libel action pitching John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, in Lhe red comer, 
against the diminutive former 
Toiy MP. Jerry Hayes, in the 
blue corner. 

Mr Prescott may affection- 
ately have been called 
“thumper*’ by his friends in the 
1980s, but he is threatening to 
sue Mr Hayes for claiming he 
hit the Tory MP when Labour 
was in opposition. 


Mr Prescott’s solicitors have 
warned that unless an apology 
is forthcoming, a writ would be 
issued for the allegation by Mr 
Hayes, now a political gossip 
columnist for Mohamed A1 
Faved’s Punch magazine. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
strongly denies hitting Mr 
Hayes in the stomach playfully 
or otherwise in the members’ 
lobby of the House of Com- 
mons after Mr Hayes made 
some unflaterring comments 
about him on the radio. 

“It’s just not true so he will 
be seeking an apology," said one 


of Mr Prescott’s friends. “He is 
certainly not ruling out the 
question of suing.” 

Mr Prescott, who learned to 
handle himself when be was in 
the Merchant Navy, recently 
demonstrated his self-control at 
the Brit awards when a mem- 
ber of the pop group 
Chumbawumba sought to gain 
publicity by throwing a bucket 
of water of him. 

He was not in a forgiving 
mood following the incident. He 
later summoned the organisers 
of the awanfc to his office to give 
them a carpet ing. 


Mr Prescott coold be the first 
member of Tony Blair’s Cabinet 
to go to court if he decides to 
sue over the allegations made 
by Mr Hayes. The editor of 
Punch, James Steen, said the 
magazine was not publishing an 
apology, but was carrying four 
pages on its legal fisticuffs with 
Mr Prescott, with a front page 
photo-montage of the Deputy 
Prime Minister wearing a 
judge’s wig. 

Mr Steen said Mr Prescott’s 
solicitors, Davenport Lyons, 
had sent a letter a week ago. 
“What they want is an apology 


published in the magazine, a 
statement in open court publicly 
retracting the allegations and an 
undertaking we won't republish 
the defamation. 

“We are expecting a writ to- 
morrow. We are not going to 
apologise. I have spoken to 
Jerry Hayes about this. Jerzy 
Hayes is half the size of John 
Prescott What he describes as 
a punch in the stomach might 
seem to John Prescott just a jab, 
but he says it was a punch.” 

After the dousing by Dan- 
bert Nobacon, Mr Prescott 
complained at the weekend 


that it seemed to be “open sea- 
son” against him after reports 
alle ging that he had failed to de- 
dare £27,000 from the Joseph 
Rowntree Trust 

Sir Norman Fowler. Mr 
Prescott’s Tory shadow, last 
nigh t pursued the allegation by 
calling for an investigation in a 
letter to Sir Gordon Downey, 
the parti anientary commis- 
sioner for standards. 

A spokesman for the trust 
said yesterday that Mr Prescott 
had approached the trust to 
fund a programme of research 
by Bruce MDIan, the former Eu- 


ropean Co mmissi oner for the 
regions, into regional policy. 

Mr Prescott’s aides yesterday 
explained the circumstances to 
Sir Gordon's office. Mr Prescott 
declared the first instalment of 
the donation from the trust in 
the register of members’ inter- 
ests bat under Sir Gordon’s 
guidance set up a fund to han- 
dle a second payment which he 
did not declare because it was 
not pa id to him. 

- Mr Prescott insisted that as 
the Joseph Rowntree Trust is a 
well-known charity which pub- _ 
fishes its accounts, there was no 


attempt to conceal the sum. Sir 
Norman said he entirely ac- . 
cepted Mr Prescott's statement 
that he derived no personal fi- 
nancial gain from the contri- 
bution. “That is not the issue at 
stake. The issue is whether 
money given to aid a specific 
policy investigation should be 
declared in the way that, for ex- 
ample, Jack Straw has done.’' f 
Mr Straw. Home Secretary, - . 
recorded a grant of between 
£10-£15,000 towards research 
cm constitutional policy from the 
trust when Labour was in 
opposition. 


Cabinet split over 
poll system reform 


‘Legoland’ building for MPs goes 
on apace around the country . , 

mam parliamentary b uilding. 


the Cabinet is stm split 

over pressure from the Liber- 
al Democrats to replace the 
first past the post voting sys- 
tem with proportional repre- 
sentation before the next 
election, writes Colin Brown. 

Jack Straw yesterday sig- 
nalled he would support a 
change to an alternative vote 
system, but the Liberal De- 
mocrats protested that did 
not count as PRAnd sources 
close to the Home Secretary 
said he would not support a 
compromise, known as AV- 
plus. in which a proportion of 
MPs would be elected through 
u PR system. 

“He quite passionately sup- 
ports the link hciweca MPs 
and their constituencies and he 
would not want to see that bro- 
ken. AV-plus would do that," 
said one. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 


Prime Minister, is also reluc- 
tant to support PR. The Prime 
Minister has said he is not 
persuaded by the campaign for 
PR but has set up a commis- 
sion chaired by Lord Jenkins, 
former leader of the SDP, 
which is due to report On pos- 
sible reform to the voting sys- 
tem by the end of the year. 

Mr Straw said yesterday 
that a referendum would be 
held before the election on a 
new system, but there was no 
commitment to implement 
the conclusions of the Jenkins 
commission for the next polL 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, and Jack Cunningham, 
the agriculture minister, are 
known to support PR but Mr 
Straw and other opponents in 
the Cabinet are still as deeply 
entrenched as ever, and re- 
ports of a shift within the 
Cabinet are being dismissed. 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political EcStor 


More than £90m has been spent 
on a “Legoland" office block be- 
ing pieced together for MPs at 
Westminster. 

Construction of the £250m 
bronze and sandstone offices 
started in January, on the site 
opposite Big Ben where Lon- 
don Underground has been 
laying the new Jubilee Line. 

But while the Parliamen- 
tary Works Directorate has 
been waiting for London Un- 
derground to complete and 
dear the site, a lot of the work 
on the new Commons office 
building has been going on 
around the country. 

A project spokesman told 
The Independent that it had 
been decided to prefabricate as 
much of the new building as 


possible, with work already sub- 
stantially completed on sand- 
stone columns from Derbyshire, 
granite plinths and walling pre- 
cast concrete floors, columns 
and arches. “All the flooring 
units come ready-made, and 
they’ll slot on top of the 
columns; that’s where talk of the 
Lego kit comes in,” tbe 
spokesman said. 

“The columns are individual 
stones, but they come ready- 
made in storey-high units with 
a big metal bar through tbe mid- 
dle of them, and a bolt at each 
end to turn it together. 

“The on-site job is realty just 
putting it all together and bolt- 
ing it up, and making sore it’s 
wind and weather-proof.” 
When it is completed, the new 
building will provide individual 
offices for more than 200 MPS 
and their staff, with six select- 


committee rooms - one 
equipped for simultaneous 
translation - eight conference 
rooms, exhibition space, restau- 
rant and canteen facilities, a 
post office and “a necessities 
shop”. Already called Portcullis 
House, after the Westminster 
insignia, it is expected to be 
ready for occupation from the 
beginning of 2001. Sir Sydney 
Chapman, Conservative chair- 
man of the all-party Commons 
Accommodation and Works 
Committee, has said that 
Michael Hopkins and Partners, 
the architects, had been com- 
missioned “to produce a build- 
ing designed for a life of 200 
years or more, using materials 
of high quality, inducting natural 
stone, bronze and English oak. 
as befits a site of international 
importance.’* 

But while the building is 


being built to last, with roofing 
and windows made of alumini- 
um and bronze. The Indepen- 
dent has been told that there is 
no question of furnishing it 
with the kind of luxurious fit- 
tings that have been commis- 
sioned in the existing Palace of 
Westminster. 

The new building will con- 
tain none of the hand-printed 
wallpaper, or luxury fundsfaings, 
which provoked the recent row 
over the £650,000 redecora- 
tion of the Lord Chancellor’s 
apartments; 

“There will be no wallpaper 
at all in the building,” one 
source said, “so we can scotch 
that one; there win be no hand- 
printed wallpaper." 

Tbe building win also, be car- 
peted with carpet-tiles, rather 
than the hand-made^ Pogm- 
design carpeting used in the 


“We wfll be going to the man- 
ufacturers for a standard prod- 
uct,” the project spokesman 
said. “It wfll be a plain back- 
ground with a black spot on it, 
and the office furniture wfll be 
bought off the market What the 
House decided was that we 
had to build a building which 
was not to the standards of the 
speculative office developer, 
knowing it was going to be 
pulled down in 30 years’ time. 
We are budding on the pre- 
sumption that Parliament lasts 
for ever ” 

The £25Qm budget makes al- 
lowance for forecast construc- 
tion price inflation up to the 
year 2000, and includes the 
purchase of the she, all fees and 
expenses, fu rnishing and fitting 
out costs, including value-added 
tax. 
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New Deal scheme to get lone parents 
back to work goes nationwide 


By Diana Coyle 

Economics Editor 


THE Government said yester- 
day that it had already ear- 
marked almost £5D0m to help 
lone parents return to work. 
Next week's Budget is expect- 
ed to provide an additional 
£lbn in help for ad low-paid 
families. 

The New Deal for stogie par- 
ents wfll next month be ex- 
tended, earlier than first 
planned, from eight pQot 
schemes toall those across the 
country making a new daim for 
income support Emm October, 
it will apply to all those whose 
youngest child is over five. 

There wdl be an additional 
£6m from April and £25m from 
October, which wfll eventually 
pay for about 1,330 more per- 
sonal advisers on top of the 80 
involved in pilot schemes. Tbe 
expansion will take govern- 
ment spending on this element 
of its New Deal to £I81m, on 
cop of £30Qm extra for chfldcare. 

Harriet Harman, the Secre- 
tary of State for Socal Services, 
told a conference in London 
that the Government was de- 



Harriet Harman: PUots have lifted 1,200 parents off benefit 
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lighted with the success of the 
pilot schemes, which had seen 
1 ,200 parents move off benefit. 
“It is inconceivable that we 
could go back to what we had 
before," she said. 

While there was huge en- 
thusiasm for the new scheme 
among the advisers attending 
the conference, chfldcare was 
only one of die obstacles men- 
tioned. One concern was the 
new fear among parents 
they would lose their entitle- 
ment to the higher single par- 


ent benefit if a new job did not 
workout. 

Michelle Chari esworth, .an 
adviser in Cambridge, said: 
“This has become quite com- 
monplace in the past few 
weeks.” The result was less 
willingness to think about hop- 
ping from one job to another 
she said. ’ 

Robert Humphrey, a col- 
league working in Cambridge- 
shire, said the lack of available 

jobs and tmp^jort ciutskfc Ak dry 

were additional problems. But 
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Landmine 
charity to 
get Army 
vehicles 


By Anthony Bevins 


THE Halo Trust is to be given 
10 heavy-duty vehicles by the 
Government, to help with its 
mine-clearance programme, 
George Robertson, the Secre- 
tary of State for Defence, told 
the Commons yesterday. 

An MoD spokeswoman said 
later that the trust, which was 
given high-profile support by 
Diana, Princess of Wales, had p 
asked for help with equipment. 

The vehicles had been used by 
the Army in Bosiia. 

Mr Robertson told MPs that 
the surplus equipment - “Vol- 
vo medium-wheel tractors” - 
were worth about £125,000 and . 
would “considerably increase 
the rate of mine-clearance and 
the safety of operators”. 

He said that the Govern- 
ment would soon be destroying 
about a million anti-personnel 
l andmi nes, retaining only a 
sma ll number for mine -clear- 
ance and training purposes. 

Since it took office, the 
Government has also doubled 
its humanitarian de- minin g pro- 
gramme budget to £10m - avail- 
able to non-government 
organisations, and others, for 
mine-clearance projects. 

The Halo Trust, which will 
use the “tractors" in northern -r. 
Afghanistan, and Angola, also 
operates in Cambodia, Mozam- 
bique and Chechnya. 

Mr Robertson said: “I am ex- 
tremely proud that this gov- 
ernment has led the way in the 
campaign against anti-person- 
nel landmines. These weapons 
are a blight on the face of the 
earth, and the sooner they are 
outlawed forever, the safer our 
world will be." 


The minister, also said that 
foe Government had set up a 
mine information arid training 
centre, and he added: “Wc will 
continue to use the expertise of 
the British Army, which is for- 
midable, to make sure that 
they are able to help not only 
other military agencies but the 
civil and humanitarian charita- 
ble community with the work 
that they are doing, to deal with 
a weapons system that has dam- 
agaj and killed sn many mini mis 
of people." 
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Twelve 
jealous 

in acid attack 



By Kim Sengup ta 


PETER Humphrey was an ob- 
jealous husband who de- 
eded to exact a sadistic revenge 
on his estranged wife by disfig- 
S ter face with nitric add. 
a juiy decided yesterday. The 
plot went wrong, and it was 21- 
ycar-old babysitter Beverley 
Hammeu who was left scarred 
for life. 

Yesterday the 51 -year-old 
businessman was jailed for 12 
years at Exeter Crown Court. As 
he was being led down to the 
cells he screamed out: “I would 
like to make a comment to this 
juiy, I am not guilty”. Passing 
sentence, Judge Graham Cot- 
tle said: “There has not even 
been a hint of remorse. You are 
an evil man." 

Ms Hammett’s face has been 
rebuilt with plastic sldn. The op- 
eration is the first time the 
method had been used after a 
chemical attack. She said she 
“felt sany” for her attacker, and 
that she “could not under- 
stand” why he did it. 

The man who flung the add 
on Ms Hammett’s face when 
she answered the door of the 


house where she worked in die 
Devon seaside town of Seaton 
in the summer of 1996 still has 
not been caught. JFtoEcehave of- 
fered a £10,000 reward. 

The intended victim, said, the 
prosecution, was 37-year-old 
Susan Humphrey, who haH split 
from her husband in 1995 after 
a nine-year marriage. The wain 
cause, Humphry claimed, was 
problems with money. 

Humphrey left the marital 
home, but returned to it on a 
daily basis and set up ij^wiing 
devices in the house. His wife 
began divorce proceedings and 
took out a restraining order un- 
der which he hadto remove the 
recording equipment and keep 
at least lOOyards away from the 
house. 

But Humphrey breached 
the order almost hmnediately, 
and two weeks before the attack 
Susan Humphrey had attempt- 
ed to havehim jailed. There was 
also an inddentwbea add bad 
been poured into the engine of 
her car. 

Hum ph r ey had akn awanl f. 

ed his former wife’s new part- 
ner, 33 -year-old Craig 
Millwater, throttling him when 


he- found them together. 
Humphrey denied that be 
tried to ruin her looks and en- 
sure that if he could not have 
her, then she would not be at- 
tractive for anyone else. * 
On the night ofthe attack on 
10 July 1996, Humphrey had two 
containers of nitric add in the 
bootof his car due to be deliv- 
ered lor business purposes to a 
company. Bui when the incident 
took place he had a “concrete 
alibi" about his whereabouts. 
Prosecution lawyer Gavin 
fftafniem claimed he wiiisf have 
hired someone else to do it 
Giving evidence, • Mrs 
Humphrey described how rite 
got home and saw Ms Ham- 
mett's face. She said: “1 could 
not believe the sight I saw. 1 
could. not believe someone 
could do something Kim tins.” 
Mrs Humphrey was asked 
while being cross-examined by 
Mr Gray whether she had any- 
thing to do with the add attack 
on Ms Hammett She respond- 
ed: u I have nothing to do with 
any throwing of any add- I 
would not Imow anyone who 
would do such a horrendous 
act" 


Evangelical school 
. to get state 



By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


f * 


A school run by the evangelical 
Seventh Day Adventist Church 
is set to receive state funding far 
the first time from September. 

David Blunkctt the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, has 
told the Joh^ Loughborough 
School in Harmgey, north Lon- 
don. that he “is minded” to ap- 
prove fcs appKcatiouto be co m e 
gram maintained. 

British Humanists said they 
were horrified that public 
money was being used to 
support a body which denied 
that evolution existed and which 
would increase religious divi- 
sions between children. 

TVo months ago state 
funding was granted for the first 


two Muslim schools in Britain. 

Parents pay fees of £715 a 
term at the 150-pupil John 
Loughborough School, one of 
two secondary and eight pri- 
mary schools run by the church. 

Government sources said 
ministers were minded to fond 
the school because it had local 
support and high standards. 

The Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, which has many mem- 
bers in the Afro-Caxibbean 
community, broke away from 
the Baptist church in America 
m the last century. 

Keith Davidson, the church’s 
education director, said: “Yfe 
are absolutely delighted. For 
three and a half years we have 
been trying to get state fen din g 
just like the Roman Catholics, 
the Church of England, the 


Methodists and the Jews.” He 
said his church was Creationist 
-it believes that everything that 
exists had its origin in acts of 
creation by God. 

He said: “We would not ac- 
cept the Darwinian theory of 
Creation but that is also true of 
SOme o thw Hi rMan rhur rims.” 

Robert Ashby, director of 
the Rrirkh Humanist Associa- 
tion, said: “We are totally 
against sectarian education 
which impedes the develop' 
ment of a more integrated and 
tolerant sodayJIheyareoui on 
a limb compared with most 
other Christians. Even the Rape 
has accepted evolution. 

“Why should children have 
their parents' views as the gov- 
erning factor in their education? 
It is very sad." 



Mighty minimalism: One of the new Vuitton outfits by 
Marc Jacobs which were revealed in Paris yesterday 


First the 
Vuitton 
case, now 
clothes to 
put in it 


ByTamsfn Blanchard 

Fashion Editor, in Paris 

LOUIS VUTTTON gave birth 
to a new fashion monster 
yesterday. The French label 
known for making luxury 
luggage since 1854 launched 
its first clothing collection, 
designed by the American 
minimalist Mare Jacobs. The 
clothes - fiat-front trousers, 
long skirts, cashmere T-shirts, 
and rubberised cotton coats 
in shades of white, grey, pale 
blue, and a splash of 
raspberry - were smart, plain 
and luxurious, much more 
understated than the lu pgape 
and accessories. But these are 
the sort of clothes that - 
given the fame and reputation 
of the label - will sell like hot 
cakes. Prada sold its first 
collection of hot cakes in 
1989 cm the back of a few 
nylon handbags. Then, 

Prada’s turnover was stable, 
but By last year it was 

£730m. purely because the 
clothing label has made the 
accessories so desirable. 

Louis Vuitton took no 
chances with Marc Jacobs 
yesterday. While John 
Galliano and Alexander 
McQueen have run riot over 
the houses of Dior and 
Givenchy, LVMH, the 
company which own both 
those labels as well as Louis 
Vuitton, chose Marc Jacobs 
as the designer with 
credibility. Kate Moss is a 
good friend, and he will never 
send an outfit resembling 
Cousin IT down the runway 
as McQueen has done at 
Givenchy couture. Instead, 
Jacobs was a sure, safe bet. 

If you want to make 
headlines, employ a British 
designer; if you want assured 
commercial success, employ 
an American. 

All the Paris luxury houses 
are on coarse for an overhaul 
this week. Last night, Hermes, 
the bastion of French luxury 
leather-work, was given a 
facelift by the avant-garde 
Belgium designer Martin 
Margiela. Later in the week, 
Celine, known primarily for 
handbags, presents a new 
collection by another 
American, Michael Kors. 



Collared: Variations on a theme in a collection notable 
for understated luxury Photographs: Ben Owes 


British science needs girls, says minister 


By Ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 

THOUSANDS of girls must 
he persuaded to take up sdence 
A-levds and degrees if Britain 
is to overcome serious industrial 
skills shortages, Joan Ruddock, 
the minister for women, said yes- 
terday. She said the proportion 
of girls taking np A-lcvels in sub- 
jects such as chemistry, maths 
and computing was too low, and 


called for action to bring them 
up to the level of boys. 

Ms Ruddock told an audi- 
ence of 600 schoolgirls that 
there were widespread skills 
shortages in science-, technol- 
ogy- and engineering-based in- 
dustries. She said: “These shall 
shortages can probably only be 
filled if you girls get in there and 
get the education required ... 
The statistics are very trou- 
bling indeed because we are a 


technological society and we 
need to compete in the world" 

She said only 21 per cent of 
girts took A-2evel physics and 16 
per cent computing. “We want 
girls, not just to have jobs ... but 
to have real careers in science, 
engineering and technology. Vfe 
want to see that women are 
equal and flat means in public 
life and on public bodies." 

She was speaking at a con- 
ference at the Guildhall in Lon- 


don organised by Gresham Col- 
lege in the City and the Girls 
School Association. 

Professor Susan Greenfield, 
Gresham Professor of Physic at 
Oxford who oiganised the event, 
said: "lb not do science for the 
wrong reasons is a matter of con- 
cern. Yfe wanted to assess what 
could be done to inform girls 
about science and not force 
them to do science tut get them 
to consider it as an option.” 


Police round on jailed officers’ pensions 


POLICE chiefs are trying to daw 
back thousands of pounds of 
pension payments due to two of- 
ficers jailed for corruption, Scot- 
land Yard confirmed yesterday. 

Without a special application 
to tiie Home Secretary, the men 
would continue to receive pen- 
sion payments while in jafl. 

Former constable Ronald 
Palumbo, who was based at 
Stoke Newington in east Lon- 
don, is serving 10 years for 


smugglin g cannah is worth f7m 
into Bri tain. John Donald, a for- 
mer detective constable with the 
South East Regional Crime 
Squad, was taped by the BBC's 
Panorama programme trying 
to sell evidence to criminals. He 
is serving 11 years. 

Yesterday a Scotland Yard 
spokesman confirmed that the 
Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sioner, Sir Paul Condon, had 
asked the Home Secretary to 


stop a portion of their pensions. 
“We have applied to the Home 
Office to have part of their 
pensions forfeited,” the 
spokesman said. 

The power to cut the pen- 
sions applies only in excep- 
tional circumstances, where an 
officer's behaviour is so bad “it 
could lead to a loss of confi- 
dence in the service as a whole”, 
the spokesman said. 

A Home Office spokes- 


woman said the men could lose 
up to three-quarters of their 
pensions - the portion paid for 
by the taxpayer. 

The Police Federation, 
which represents rank and file 
officers, backed the move and 
said it should be done in more 
cases. Its chairman, Fred 
Broughton, said: “Evidence sug- 
gests that at present chief offi- 
cers have not been applying 
these rules.” 
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Law reform may allow ‘Hillsborough’ damages , 


By Kiin Sengupta 


THE Government's legal re- 
form advisers yesterday rec- 
ommended changes to remove 
obstacles that prevented rela- 
tives of the Hillsborough 
tragedy seeking compensation. 

Although the Hillsborough 
relations would not benefit, the 
reform would dear the way for 
future similar actions. It would 
also mean that the relations of 


those killed in road accidents 
would be able to daim damages. 

Many of the relations of 
those tilled or injured in the 
tragedy nine years ago bad 
sued for the mental illnesses 
they developed as a result of the 
trauma. But nearly all failed to 
get compensation because they 
had only indirectly heard about 
the aeddent - on television 
or from someone else. 

The Law Commission said 


the current law was drawn “un- 
necessarily tightly** and pro- 
duced “arbitrary results”. It 
suggested dropping the re- 
quirement that witnesses to a 
disaster should be “dose in 
time and spac e ” to the awidgnt 
and that they see it at first hand. 

The House of Lords had 
ruled that by the time many rel- 
atives arrived at the stadium in 
Sheffield, they were too late to 
qualify for damages. 


But Professor Andrew Bur- 
rows, the report's author, said: 
“You end up with the law hav- 
ing to decide whether you had 
come along in a sufficiently 
near period of time.” 

lb win damages witnesses 
would still have to prove a 
“dose tie of love and affection" 
with the victims: 

And they would still have to 
demonstrate they had devel- 
oped genuine mental Alness. 


“The law is not saying you 
can recover damages just be- 
cause you are upset There is a 
line - and we are saying there 
shonld continue to be a line - 
between a. recognised psyebi-. 
a trie illness and mental 
distress.” 

The proposals came as Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
reaffirmed tds view that there 
shonld be no new inquiry into 
the disaster. 


Relatives of the Hillsbor- 
ough victims welcomed the pro- 
posals. TfevorHIclQS, chairman 

of the Family Support Group, 
said: “ It’s a step forward, even 
if it would not apply to ns. It’s' 
better to have a new law ap- 
plying ... in future. Families 
should not have been in a po- 
sition where they had to fight for 
everything through the courts, 
and then get nothing.” 

Ninety-six spectators were 


killed and more than 400 in- 
jured at the stadium when fans 

were allowed in to stands which 

were already filled to capacity. 

Both relatives of the victims and 

police officers at the scene sued 
South Yorkshire Police for dam- 
ages, Hanning it had been neg- 
ligent in controlling fans 
e ntering the stadium. 

However, although most of 


spite the Lords accepting that 
their suffering was 44 no las real 
and frequently no less painful 
and disabling” than physical 
injuries. The Law Commission 
report homed in on this, saying: 
“The apparent injustice of this 
position has been acknowl- 
edged by judges, newspapers, 
MPS and legal commentators.” 
The Home Office said last 
night that it would be consid- 
ering the commission's report. 


Dumb or 
not? Nations 
go to war 
over the 
Teletubbies 


By Rob Brown Media Editor 


Nations were split down the 
middle yesterday, not on 
whether to bomb Iraq, but on 
the merits of the Teletubbies. 

Debate became heated at 
the second World Summit on 
Television for Children when a 
delegate who accused Tlnky 
Winky, Dipsy, Laa-Laa and Po 
of “dumbing down” kids around 
the globe was shot down in very 
nn diplomatic language. 

Ada Haug, head of pre- 
school programmes with NRK 
in Norway, was dismissed as an 
“ignorant slut” by another 
speaker, Alice Cahn, director of 
children’s programmes with the 
American public broadcasting 
service, PBS. 

Ms Haug criticised the 
naked commercialism of the 
BBC’s hit series, whose set, 
characters and initial storylines 
are reported to have cost the 
corporation £8 .5m to establish. 
“Teletubbies is the most market- 
orientated children's pro- 
gramme IYe ever seen in my 


life,” said the veteran Scandi- 
navian television executive. 

She also criticised the con- 
stant repetition, the poor plots 
and the fact that the series had 
no sense of place. “No wonder 
the series is proving so popular 
on the world’s commercial 
channels,” she hissed. 

Ms Cahn, who acquired the 
series for PBS, was having none 
of this, “lb suggest that Tfcle- 
tubbies signals a dumbing down 
is ludkaous.” rite shot bade 'It’s 
the most old-fashioned but 
new-fangled programme for 
young chfldren I've ever seen.” 

To the shock of marry of the 
audience in the Queen Eliza- 
beth n Conference Centre in 
Westminster Ms Cahn then 
called Ms Haug an “ignorant 
slut”. Later it was explained that 
this was not as rude as it may 
have sounded, being a reference 
to a line from a popular Amer- 
ican televirion programme (al- 
though no one in the press 
gallery was able to establish 
which show). 

Anne Wood, the creator of 
Teletubbies, later welcomed the 



Old image, new image: The Teletubbies and presenters like Zoe Ball have come under fire for ‘dumbing down*, while Blue Peter is still held in high regard 


fact that the public debate 
stirred up by the series had now 
assumed an international di- 
mension. The creative director 
of Ragdoll productions said: “I 
know people would like to 
make a wax image of me and 
stick pins in ft. But diDdren have 
a right to enjoy themselves.” 


She argued that pro- 
grammes for young children 
were not designed to be an an- 
swer for the world's ills. Those 
aimed at pre-school youngsters 
should be a mirror of their 
own lives and a window to the 
experiences of other children. 

She acknowledged that 


some delegates might not be 
able to identify with the green 
grass of Thbbyland, and said she 
would be honoured to use film 
footage from abroad. 

Research into the effects of 
the programme on children 
had shown it was “entirely pos- 
itive ... It helps them to develop 


speech and those having diffi- 
culties are helped by it”. 

She was backed up by Roy 
Thompson, of Children’s BBC, 
who said that the impact of the 
show had been closely moni- 
tored: “When parents get tor 
g ether to talk about the 
programme they noticed bow 


effective it had been,” he said. 
“It appears as entertaining, but 
they are gaming thing* .fnwn it.” 
That view was challenged by 
Patricia Edgar, head of the 
Children’s Television Founda- 
tion in Australia and organiser 
of the first widd summit on chil- 
dren’s television three years 


ago, who claim ed the series was 
regressive forchfldren “beyond 
the babbling stage”. 

Television executives, along 
with politicians and other de- 
rision-makers at the week-long 
summit, were invited to watch 
a screening of Teletubbies to 
make up their own minds. 
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EU warned of chaos 
if duty-free sales end 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

ABOLISHING duty-free sales 
on ferries and aeroplanes trav- 
elling between European coun- 
tries will result in chaos, 
accunUng to a si udy by the Duty 
Free Confederation. 

It warns that customers 
could be put in the “farcical" sit- 
uation of paying different prices 
during one ferry journey. 

A bon on duty-free sales 
from 1 July 1999 has been 
agreed by European Union 
governments - hut the com- 
mission is under pressure to re- 
consider the impact of 
abolishing the perk on boat and 
plane journeys. The duty-free 
business is worth £5bn a year 
across Europe and as many as 
140,000 jobs could be lost. 

EU duty-free sales arc said 
to account for more than half 
worldwide duty-free turnover of 
nearly £10bn. Sales at EU air- 
ports alone arc more than a 
quarter of the world's total 

Under EU rules the excise 
duty on alcohol and tobacco is 
charged at the rale which 


applies in the country where the 
purchase is made. But after the 
abolition of duty-free, things be- 
come more complicated. 

“In one of the simplest cas- 
es - let’s say Dover to Calais - 
you will pay UK excise rates up 
until the half-way mark and then 
pay French rates after that,” said 
Vic Moorcroft, P&O group in- 
direct tax manager. “When you 
get into international waters no 
law applies that requires oper- 
ators to charge any duty.” 

The Portsmouth-BAbao fer- 
ry (a journey of 36 hours) 
spends just under an hour in 
British waters, 15 minutes in 
French waters, 15-20 minutes 
in Spanish waters and the rest 
in international waters. “It 
could all come down to where 
you ore in the queue,” Mr 
Moorcroft said. “It’s a mess.” 
One solution mooted 
would be a similar system to 
VAT where the rate charged is 
that in the country of depar- 
ture. “But we already know 
what that is costing the UK Ex- 
chequer by people rushing 
over to French hypermarkets," 
Mr Moorcroft added. 


“This would exacerbate it.” 
The duty-free industry wants 
the commission to organise a 
study of the social and economic 
effects of abolition. 

The Conservative MEP 
James Elies, who also wants a 
study, is tabling questions to the 
commission highlighting the 
“serious concern” about the 
consequences of abolition. 
“Some 140,000 jobs -35,000 of 
them m the UK- are dependent 
on duty-free trade," he said. *At 
a time when the European 

Union is trying to reduce its un- 
employment figure of 17.7 mil- 
lion we should not be in the 
business of unnecessarily de- 
stroying jobs.” 

The EU Financial Services 
Commissioner, Mario Monti, 
who originally proposed scrap- 
ping duty-free, said there would 
be no reprieve, and no massive 
losses of jobs and turnover as 
predicted by duty-free sup- 
porters. “People are used to go- 
ing shopping while they are 
travelling, and that win not 
change,” he said. Dufy-free was 
an anomaly in the border-free 
single European market. 



ALCOHOL 

Gordon’s gat I litre 
UK high streec £15.49 
Heathrow: £7.95 

Dover — Calais, P&O Stena Line: £9.99 

Britannia Airways: £8.99 

Palma Airport Majorca: 1,900 pesetas (£7.60) 

CIGARETTES 

200 Sfik Cut 

UK high street: £3230 

Heathrow: £14-50 

Dover- Calais, P&O Stena Line: £1530 

Britannia Airways: £13.99 

Palma Airport Majorca: 3,600 pesetas (£14.40) 


WATCHES 
Swotch "origtnaJ dassic ” 

UK high stree t: £25 
Heathrow: £2137 

Dover- Calais, P&O Stena Line: £21.20 
Palma Airport Majorca: 5,500 pesetas (£22) 


PERFUME 

Chand No 5, 

cau dc toBette spray,- 50ml 
UK h#i street: £3630 
Heathrow: £27.90 
Britannia Airways: £27.99 

Palma Airport Majorca: 
(£26.80) 


6.700 pesetas 


‘Coronation Street’ star William Roache sues over libel bill 



Roache: Turned down 
out-of-court settlement 


THE Coronation Street star 
W illiam Roache is suing a law 
firm for negligence over its han- 
dling of his libel action against 
the Sun in 1992. Mr Roadie, 
who plays Ken Barlow, won his 
action over a claim in Novem- 
ber 1990 that he was as boring 
as his screen character and hat- 
ed by his television colleagues. 

He is suing the London firm 
Peter Carter-Ruck & Partners 
after paying both sides' costs 
when the jury awarded him 
£50,000 - an amount the Sun 
bad paid into court in an at- 


tempt to settle the daim and 
avert a triaL Costs swallowed the 
£50,000 he won and left him a 
six-figure bill as well 

Nigel Tbit, a partner in the 
firm, said: “He is alleging he 
wasn’t given the right advice 
about payments into court. Af- 
ter the trial he was awarded his 
costs by the judge and wrote a 
very appreciative letter to Mr 

Carter-Ruck thanking him for 
all he had done. But the Court 
of Appeal interfered over the 
judge's order on costs- This is 
highly unusual but over the 


years the Court of Appeal has 
been moving steadily to rednee 
payments on libeL” 

The new case, scheduled 
for June, will draw attention to 
payment into eonrt, used to en- 
courage an out-of-court settle- 
ment. A plaintiff can accept the 
money or cany on to trial to win 
more. But if the eventual award 
is the same or less, the plaintiff 
must pay both sides' costs from 
the date of the payment into 
court, including for the trial. 

Had Mr Roache been 
awarded £50,001, the paper 


would have bad to pay his costs 
and its own. The Sun said in a 
statement at the time: “Mr 
Roache has learned the first les- 
son of libel, which is that if you 
don’t like losing, don’t play the 
game. He could have had 
£50.000 and a full apology ...” 
Mr Roache,' 65, looked like- 
ly to escape the costs at first 
when a High Court judge ruled 
that he was justified in pressing 
on to trial to seek an injunction 
ba nning the Sun from repeat- 
ing the libel. But the Court of 
Appeal disagreed; saying he 


oooJd have had an under taking 
not to repeat the libel had he 
accepted the settlement. 

Lord Justice Smart-Smith 
said a pre-trial payment into 
court was “a most useful 
weapon in the hands of a de- 
fendant faced with a greedy 
plaintiff who is making unrea- 
sonable demands for damages” 
The then Master of the RoIIv 
Sir Thomas Bingham, said Mr 
Roache had gone ahead ‘Tie- 

cause he wanted to win a larg- 
er sum from the jury than the 
defendants had offered”. 


GTech defends its ethics to 
lottery watchdog 

THE National Lottery regulator, Oflot, is expected to make a swift 
decision on the future of Glbch, shareholders in Camelot, after 
receiving a submisaon from the company yesterday about its busi- 
ness practices. GIbch responded to a demand by John Stoker, 
Oflot’s acting head, that it supply documents proving that it is “fit 
and proper” to be involved in running the lottery. A libel jury de- 
cided last month that Guy Snowden, the former head of United 
States-based GIfech, had tried to bribe Richard Branson into with- 
drawing his bid to run the lottery. Mr Stoker said the company 
must dispel concern about its ethics and business practices. 

■ Tfen million £1 scratchcaids aimed at raising money for the 
Diana, Princess of Vfaies Memorial Fund went on sale yester- 
day, launched by the pools company Uttlewoods. 

— Kathy Marks 

Prisons chief wins backing 

THE Government yesterday rallied to the defence of the be- 
leaguered Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Prison Ser- 
vice. Alan Shannon is reeling from an unprecedented vote of 
no confidence in him by the Prison Governors’ Association, which 
says morale at Ulster’s top-security jails is desperately low. 

A report is due out next week into the murder of the Loy- 
alist Vblunteer Force leader Billy Wight inside the Maze Prison 
at Christmas and the earlier jailbreak by the IRA terrorist Liam 
AverilLThe Northern Ireland security minister, Adam Ingram, 
yesterday gave his support to Mr Shannon, who he said had been 
“carrying out a difficult task under very trying circumstances 
in recent times.” 

Move to help black recruits 

THE Government’s drive to encourage more ethnic minorities 
to jom the Armed Forces may allow new black recruits to serve 
togeffiCT m “blocks” to prevent isolation within the services. 

The defence minister, John Reid, told the Tbry MP Nicholas 
Soames that this would help to prevent new recruits from being 


^ remove from the Armed 

FotokT. He raid the Ministry of Defence was working with the 
Commission for Racial Equality on this “difficult matter”. 

Landslide linked to tremor 

h ? Ve been responsible for a lands! 
which has blocked the mam road through Scotland’s Kim 

wSS? . d0Wn 0D tte A® 3 near Lochgilphead on < 
urday; blodrinathe mam mad * 
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DAILY POEM 


O Sinner Man 

(transcribed by Christine Rutledge for The Carolina Singers) 

O sinner man, O sinner man, 

0 sinner, 0 which way are you going? 

O come back sinner, and don’t go there. 

Which way are you going? 

Forked is deep and dark, despair 
O which way are you going? 

O sinner man, O sinner man, 

O sinner, O which way are you going? 

Thoutfi days be dark and night be long 
Which way are you going? 

WkH shout and ring tiU we get home; 

O which way are you going?. 

Twas just about the break af day 
Which way are you going? 

Afy sin forg/ven and my soul set fire, 

O which way arc you going? 

Shortly after the American Civil War a group of former slaves 
toured the northern states as The Carolina Singers, raising mon- 
ey for black schools. Their leader, Caroline Rutledge, published 
the traditional songs they sang in 1873, in a pamphlet enti- 
tled SpiritueUes.Thjswas the first appearance in print of many 
of the best-loved lyrics in the English language, such as “Go 
Down, Moses”, “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” and “Steal Away”. 
A selection appears in Nineteenth-Century American Women 
Poets: an anthology, edited by Paula Bernal Bennett (Black- 
well, £15.99). 
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The star: Astronomer Patrick Moore inspecting Ms cake at his 75th birthday party at the tttton hotel in London yesterday 
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Foster boy’s sex 
victims face 
a fight for cash 


A COUNCIL which placed a 
teenage sex abuser with a fos- 
ter family yesterday launched a 
legal battle to stop four chfldren 
claiming damages for negli- 
gence against the authority. 

At the start of a test case in 
the Court of Appeal in Loudon, 
three judges beard that it re- 
vealed “a terrible story” bound 
to evoke sympathy for the fos- 
ter family. 

Essex County Coixocil and a 
social worker are appealing 
against the decision last July of 
a High Court judge, Mr Justice 
Hooper, refusing to strike out 
claims made by the four chil- 
dren. They were sexually abused 
by a 15-year-old boy fostered 
with their family for a month. 

Lord Justice Stuart-Smith, 


Lord Justice Judge and Lord 
Justice Mantel! will also hear an 
appeal a gamst the decision of 
Mr Justice Hooper blocking a 

compensation claim by the par- 
ents for the trauma suffered af- 
ter the boy sexually assaulted 

their chil dren. 

Although Mr Justice Hoop- 
er gave the go-ahead for the 
children to claim in negligence, 
they are appealing against his 
dedaon to rule out other areas 
of their case, including alleged 
breach of contract 

Allan Levy QQ for the fos- 
ter family - referred to as the 
“W” family for legal reasons - 
told the three judges: ‘This case 
raises important issues con- 
cerning the duties of the au- 
thority and its social worker in 
respect of the placement of a 
child with foster parents.'' 

The 15-year-old boy, re- 
ferred to as “G", was placed 
with the family in 1993 when 
the four chfldren were aged be- 
tween 7 and 12. : 

The High Court had been 
told that G had been cautioned 
three years previously for in- 
decent assault on his sister. 

1 The chfldren in the W family 


were said to have suffered psy- 
chiatric Alnesses as a result of 
what be did to them and the 
parents were said to have suf- 
fered from post- traumatic stress 
on discovering the nature and 
extent of G’s activities. 

Mr Levy said Essex Comity 
Council, in its written argument 
to the court, stated that on any 
view the case “reveals a terrible 
story, bound to evoke sympathy 
for ah the W family". 

The parents had applied to 
Essex in about November 1991 
to become full-time adolescent 
foster carers. 

They claimed that when they 
asked about the 15-year-old 
they were told only that the boy 
could be a bully and a liar and 
that his father, a convicted pae- 
dophile, had abused him. 

The parents say that had they 
known the bey had gone into 
care at the age of 12 after abus- 
ing his sister they would not 
have taken him into their home. 

Mr Levy claimed that Essex 
was seeking “blanket immuni- 
ty". The council contends that 
die children have “no cause of 
action" against it 

The hearing continues. 
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Big powers try to get tough with Milosevic 


By Rupert Cornwell 


WITH the partial and last-minute 
assent of Russia, the United States 
and major European powers yes- 
terday adopted a package of sanc- 
tions to lores the Yugoslav President, 
Slobodan Milosevic, to negotiate a 
peaceful and political settlement of 
the bloody crisis in Kosovo. 

After a frantic morning of bar- 
gaining, which extended their meet- 
ing by more than two hours, the 
foreign ministers of the six-nation 
Contact Group agreed to place an 


arms embargo against the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia before the 
United Nations Security Council, and 
to ban exports of equipment which 
could be used for internal repression. 

These steps bad initially been 
ruled out by Russia's representative, 
the deputy Foreign Minister Niko- 
lai Afanasy evsky. But Robin Cook, 
who was chairing the meeting at Lan- 
caster House, then Madeleine Al- 
bright, the US Secretary of Slate, and 
finally Klaus Kinkel of Germany 
spoke with the Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov by 


phone for 30 minutes m all to win 
his approval, and a second dosing 
statement was distributed to re- 
porters. incorporating the changes. 

Thus was the meeting, billed as the 
moment when the West would read 
the riot act to Mr Milosevic, saved 
from virtual failure. Without Russia, 
Yugoslavia's chief arms supplier, an 
arms embargo would have been 
meaningless. Now, British officials 
said last night, Russia will not not use 
its veto when the matter comes to the 
UN, perhaps within days. 

The five other Contact members 


- Britain, the US, France, Germany 
and Italy - will also refuse visas to 
Yugoslav and Serbian ministersand 
senior officials responsible for the vi- 
olent dampdown in ethnically Al- 
banian Kosovo in which at least SO 
people have died, and win halt fi- 
nancial support for trade and in- 
vestment, including Yugoslavia's 
privatisation programme, whose pro- 
ceeds analysts believe go directly into 

.t ■ .i:*- - j i ■-*! — 


Mr Milosevic remains intransigecit. 
The Contact Group k giving him 10 
days to withdraw his special police 
units from the province,' allow access 
to the Red Cross and commit him- 
self to dialogue with the Alb anian 
majority. Fading that, the Five will 
impose' a freeze on foreign-held 
funds of the republic and Serbia. 

In addition, the group is de- 
manding that Maty Robinson, the 
UN High Commissioner for Human 


of committing such offences in 
Kosovo. 

The West is determined not to al- 
low a repeat of Bosnia, whose cavil 
war from 1992-95 might have been 
cut short had the West acted quick- 


Kosovo as a second Bosnia in the 
making - “ethnic cleansing all over 
again," in Ms Albright* S words - and 


a potential powder keg for the 
entire southern Balkans. But Rus- . 
sia sees above all the parallels with ' 
Chechnya, part of the Russian Fed- ' 
era Lion whose own independence • 
struggle was savagely put down by . 
Moscow in the face of intense 
international criticism. 

The question is, of course, what . 
if President Milosevic 
ignores these threats and sanctions - 
as he has ignored so many others in ; 
the past ? The next steps would be 
~an end to ahr links, perhaps a wider ‘ 
trade embargo. 


who carried out the brutalities. Rights, be allowed to visit Kosovo, 
Russia says it cannot back these and wants the Yugoslav War Crimes 
moves, but will review its position if Tribunal to indict anyone suspected 


ly and decisively. ‘This crisis is not 
an internal affair of thCFederal Re- 
public of Yugoslavia,” MrsAlbright 
told her colleagues. That, however, happens 
is precisely the point where Russia 
taVes issue with the others. They see 


Survivors of 
Serb massacre 
refuse to bury 
their dead 


By Andrew Gumbel 

in FYistina 

SURVIVING relatives of Al- 
banian families decimated by 
Serbian paramilitary police in 
the village of Prekaz, in Koso- 
vo. caught their first glimpse 
yesterday of the chaned and 
shell-battered bodies of their 
loved ones as more than 40 
corpses, including several 
women and young children, 
were transported back to the 
combat zone for burial. 

The bodies, which had been 
under guard in the main 
morgue in Pristina, the provin- 
cial capital, were taken under 
cover of darkness on Sunday to 
Srbice, the town nearest 
Prekaz. which bore the brunt of 
fighting and is now a smoul- 
dering wreck. Pictures smug- 
gled by reporters for the 
newspaper Kofui Dilore showed 
men, women and children 
charred and disfigured by the 
shelling and fire-bombing the 
security forces rained on Prekaz 
for three days. One picture 
showed a chiid no older than 
five: the oldest victim was said 
to be a 92-year-old man. 

The bodies were numbered 


and lined up in a shed in Srbice. 
Albanian sources said police 
were pressing Lhe famili es to 
bury their dead quickly, on 
pain of having them tossed 
into a communal grave. But the 
families, supported by rights or- 
ganisations and political parties, 
said they wanted international 
forensic experts to examine 
the bodies first and collect ev- 
idence far any future criminal 
proceedings against the Serbian 
authorities. 

“The signs all point to a mas- 
sacre. We have dear and un- 
deniable evidence," said Vbton 
Suroj, Koha Dilore’s editor and 
a prominent Kosovo Albanian 
rights campaigner. He put the 
number of bodies counted so 
for at 52, but said the toll could 
rise above 70 because there 
were still corpses in woods that 
relatives were unable to collect 
for fear of snipers. Last night 
villagers were still negotiating 
the recovery of the other bod- 
ies, some of which they said had 
been attacked by wild dogs. 

From the pictures it was im- 
possible to count the women 
and children. Several bodies 
were charred beyond recogni- 
tion. But it was dear the offi- 



cial death-toll of 26 put out by 
the Serbs fell far short. The 
Serbs described the dead as 
"terrorists'’, barring one or two 
women caught in the crossfire 
and a child whom they said had 
been shot by the rebel com- 
mander, Adem Jashari, be- 
cause he did not want anyone 
in his village to surrender with- 


out a fight That story was 
hard to believe, looking at the 
traumatised features of a dead 
toddler wrapped in a woollen 
blanket and laid out on die floor 
of the shed. 

With the six-nation Con- 
tact Group considering punitive 
measures against Serbia at its 
meeting in London, the au- 


thorities in Kosovo were show- 
ing an uncharacteristically low 
profile - allowing one of the 
biggest demonstrations of the 
Albanian population to go 
ahead in the centre of Pristina 
without any attempt at break- 
ing up the crowds by force. 

More than 100,000 people 
swamped the town, bolding 


their fingere in V for victory po- 
sitions and chanting “Drenica! 
Drenica!” after the area where 
last week’s attacks took place. 

Placards urged an end to 
"Serbian tenor” and “ethnic 
cleansing”; there were appeals 
to the international communi- 
ty and even the occasional US 
flag on display. 


For the first time in living 
memory in Kosovo, the Serbian 
police hung back, allowing the 
protest to run its course for 45 
minutes. They were a little 
more muscular at protests held 
in other towns around Kosovo, 
forcing marchers to change 
their route and, in some cases, 
thumping small groups on the 


Cutting edge: A 
Kosovo Albanian 
with a cut-out flag 
during the rally 
yesterday in 
Pristina, attended 
by more than 
100,000 people 

Photograph: Reuters 


fringes with their sticks. Bui 
there was nothing to compare 
with the brutality of the water- 
cannon, tear-gas and baton- 
charges with which they met 
similar protests a week ago. 

The main Albanian party, 
the LDK, was not about to crow 
victory. “It’s just a game the 
Serb regime is playing," said 
party spokesman Hilmi Zog- 
jani. "They know there is a lot 
of international pressure, so 
they are pretending to be good 
guys for once. You only have to 
look at what they’ve done in 
Drenica to see through them." 

The demonstration was 
marred by the presence of 
plainclothes police who stared 
at the noisiest protesters and 
threatened to track them down 
once the international television 
crews had switched off their 
equipment As tbe demonstra- 
tors dispersed. Chris Wenner. 
a cameraman for ITN and 
Channel 4, was hauled through 
a doorway along Pristina's main 
street, robbed off his cameras 
and beaten. When he emerged, 
he had a large, swollen cut 
above one eye and blood 
streaming down the left-hand 
side of bis face. 


Turkey refuses consolation 
prize of seat at EU party 



At loggerheads: Turkey's Yilmaz (right) has accused 
German Chancellor Kohl of acting See Hitler 


By Katherine Butler 

in BtjshIc 

BASIL Faulty might not look 
out of place if he showed up at 
Lancaster House in London on 
Thursday. That is when the 
leaders of 2ft European nations 
will, at the invitation of Tony 
Blair, cram into a conference 
nxim summnded h> teams of of- 
ficials. phafonxes of interpreters 
and armies of foreign ministers, 
to talk about pollution of the 
Danube. cur-lhcfL and drugs, in 
other words nothing much. 

Logistical chaos has already 
been assured by Italy s insistence 
that all 2b speeches must be si- 
multaneously interpreted into all 
1 1 of the EU's official lan- 
guages. That means hordes of in- 
terpreters piled into airless glass 
booths in a mom that is already 
too small for the participants. 

British taxpayers will be 
£l.!5m worse off by the time 
the leaders reLurn home on 
Thursday evening, has ins spent 
three hours at a conference- 
opening ceremony and two 
hours lunching with the Queen. 

Called to mark the launch of 
the European Conference, the 
event will bring together the 15 
EU heads of government, and 

the prime ministers of the ap- 
plicant a i ur tries - RilrmiL Hun- 
gary. the Czech Republic. 


Slovenia. Estonia. Bulgaria, Ro- 
mania. Slovakia. Lithuania. 
Latvia and Cyprus. The presi- 
dents of the European Com- 
mission and the European 
Parliament and the secretary- 
general of the Council of Min- 
isters will also attend, bringing 
the number of participants to 30. 

But like brides left waiting at 
the altar. Mr Blair and the 
Queen will be hosting an event 
where the guest of honour nev- 
er appears. The chair marked 
“Ankara" will sit empty, the food 
prepared for Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz will go uneaten 
and no one will mention Turkey. 

The European Conference 
was devised as a permanent fo- 


rum where all EU aspirants 
could review progress with ex- 
isting members of the club. 
Then last December, Turkey, 
banging on the EU’s doors since 
1963, was sidelined as U others 
were nominated for admission. 

Quick thinkers at the For- 
eign Office came up with a con- 
solation prize: an invitation to 
the launch of the European 
Conference. But if Turkey was 
on the guest list, insisted the 
Germans, then there would be 
strictly no mention of EU en- 
largement. Suddenly the con- 
ference was about crime, drugs, 
the environment, anything in 
fact, except enlargement. 

Now, the scorned Turks are 


not coming and worse, they are 
daring to mention the war. 
“ Lebensraum ” thundered the 
Mr Yilmaz in an interview with 
the Financial Times last Friday 
in which he compared the Ger- 
man Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, 
to Hitler. "The Germans con- 
tinue the same strategy as be- 
fore. They believe . in 
Lebensraum ... their final goal 
is to divide Europe between 
Bulgaria and Turkey”. 

Turkey’s very public snub re- 
moves any raises d’etre the meet- 
ing might have had. “It’s a joke, 
an expensive photo-call" said an 
EU diplomat “We have heard 
a lot about royal protocol for the 
lunch but we still don’t know 
what they really want to 
achieve," said one East Euro- 
pean country official Critics 
point out that the ceremony to 
launch the enlargement negoti- 
ations lakes place in three weeks 
time anyway and a very good 
talking shop already exists in the 
38-nation Council of Europe. 

Mr Blair’s hopes that the 
event would help make the 
Turks feel included in the “Eu- 
ropean family” have already 
back-fired. Indeed, television 
footage of the “chosen" ones 
trooping in to see the Queen 
could it is feared, damage 
strained relations with Turkey 
to the point of no repair. 


France snubs Blair over new Euro club 


By Katherine Butler 


FRANCE delivered a skip in the face to 
Tony Blair’s EU leadership ambitions yes- 
terday by proposing that Euro-X. a new 
economic policy club, reserved for coun- 
tries joining the single currency, should be 
launched on 19 May. 

The French want the co-ordination of 
economic policy within the Euro-zone to 
begin shortly after the 5 May selection of 
the first wave of single currency members. 
But such insensitive liming would highlight 
Britain's political marginalisation follow- 
ing the Government’s decision to rule out 
joining lhe single currencv for now. 


For Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, the 
move would represent a very public snub. 
He is chairman of EU finance ministers' 
meetings until July, hut now faces being rel- 
egated to another room with his Danish 
Greek and Swedish colleagues. 

The French finance minister, Dominique 
Strauss- Kuhn, is expected to seek German 
backing for the early launch of Euro-X when 
he meets his German counterpart, Theo 
WaigcL bilaterally in France today. “As soon 
as we know for definite who is in EMU we 
will have a lot of things to co-ordinate, but 
we also have to decide on the structure and 
organisation of the committee even If it wifi 
be informal,'' said a senior French official. 


Euro-X gave Tony Blair, his first big row 
with EU partners in December when beads 
of government formally agreed to its es- 
tablishment. In Brussels yesterday, Mr 
Brown dung to the Govermncnt'sdaim that 
Britain would not be excluded when “mat- 
ters of common interest” are being discussed. 

But the French said yesterday that 
they will retain a veto over the UK’s ad- 
mission to the dub. “Tbe UK will no doubt 
say they should be m every time we meet 
but it is absolutely a question for the ‘ins’ 
whether something is of common interest 
And it is the ins who decide what the outs 
should be told afterwards”, a senior adviser 
to Mr Strauss- Kahn said. 


MJN Files I Customers I Service 


Technology 


Support 




333MHz 
Pentiumil Processor 

Based Systems 



For those seeking 
“Simply The Best” 

Take a closer look at the 
amazing specifications of - 
MJN Is 333Mhz systems 
based on Intel's fastest 
Pentium II processor. 
Unbeatable specification, 
performance and price 
combine to deliver the best 
value' for the power user. 
Interest Free Credit and a 
Free Epson 600 or 800 
printer make these offers too 
good to miss! 


MJN 333-2 x 


• Intel 333Mhz Pentium II Processor 

• 138Mb SDRAM 

• 8.4Gb ultra ATA-33 bard dove 

• 8Mb AGP x2 ATI Rags Pro (Expert @ Wort) 
3D graphics 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and video 
capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgadeabte voice 
modem 

• Fun Videophone Inducting COLOUR Video 
Camera 

• IS" SVGA 0.28dp screen (17 1 optional 
extra) 

• 32 speed MAX CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 

• 512K pipeline burst cadre 

• IBM Gold voice recognition 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 440 LX chipset 

• Premium speaker system (not shown), 
headset microphone and joystick 

• Windows 95, and Lotus Smartsufta 97* 

9 Ail standard features including floppy drive, 

mouse, keyboard, and standard pons 

• FREE Epson 600 Cofcnr printer (SmfiBd o(Ter) ' 




a-.-Wip isv.-H 


£1996 


■33 

Inc. VAT 


• Intel 333Mhz Pentium* II Processor 

• 128Mb SDRAM 

• 8.4Gb ultra ATA-33 herd disk 

• 8Mb AGP x2 ATI Rage Pro (Expert fgJ 
Work) 30 graphics _ . 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and video 
capture 

• 56K RockweB flash upgradeable voice 
modem 

• FUH Videophone inckxSng COLOUR Video 
Camera 

• 19* extra large SVGA 026 dp screen 

• 32 speed MAX CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavoahfesound 

• 512K pipeline burst -cache 

• IBM GoW voice recognition 

• MIN ATX system with Intel 440LX chipset 

• Executive subwoofer speaker system 
(shown), headset microphone and joystick 

• Windows 95 and Lotus Smartsute S7* 

• AO standard features including floppy drive, 
mousa, keyboard, and standard ports 

• FREE Epson 800 Color printer (imftBd trffcr) 

ri 



£2348 


H3 &4Gb Hard Ofsfc £fVok»type 

4pl28M>SORAM (j] Videophone 

8MbAGPx2&apMcs Q PC-TV 

19- Screenowa. 0 1400 dpi print 


FREE Printer 


Epson Stylus 1400 dpi 

Colour Printer - Tf? 

THem m me DM 1400 • 

apfeetaurprarawm 
pvkrd iW cofcn ptnong 

ana user snare mono 
pnwng, Epson an anti 
333-2* imOcf an) beta 
EpunBOOwti 
333-24 moM 

nUMuhlMMna^ 





% 


Buy NOW... 

Pay Sept *98 

Interest 
Free Credit 

Example: MJN 333-2*. Pay just £202.70 deposit 
and then notfung for 6 moratm. After 6 months 
W tw nw. Total price -cash price -£1639 
+£25 dehwy +■ VAT « £2025.70. APR 0* only 
IffijBy repaid tetiwi 6 months. France a subject 
to status. Written details avalabie cm request 


Tel: 01282 777 555 

Telephone Sales lines Open r - s.so.r: - r.o- 


MJN 

The right choice"' 


Offers End 


m pros en>k mwy (QS+WbQUB. ■ 
r*3rn»*yae«atcni)d wB«n 7 If I 


131 st March ««^*^ ^***» 


ujjtww*q-l«w ace. 


*W-gB^rSc<V«.apqK^Bg i»aglidenaarB Wa^^B^ BpiMn8ni^5graaMra« l wiw a m --- m . n , , , 




>* 







s 


iaiftaM.ri 



THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 1U MARCH I^S 

iO 


10/FOREIGN 



Rotting hulks 

bear witness to 

wasting of Iraq 


The big sleep: A dog lies asleep below the tanker Wisteria, which was hit by an Iranian missile in 1981 and lies rotting In Basra Phcxographc RobefX Rsk 


“FIVE Englishm en ran this 
part until 1958,* All al-Im&ra 
proudly announces. ~The first 

chairman was John tyhrd, from 
1919 until 194% and then we 
had "William Bennett until 1947. 
They were very good men. 

“In 1958, Mr Sha&wi took 
over; he was a very good man 
tbo.“Thfire is no mention of the. 
1958 Iraqi revolution that end- 
ed British stewardship of Bas- 
ra’s old harbour. 

Today the gates to the wharf 
are still adorned with well-pol- 
ished Tudor roses in heavy 
brass, but the slates have cas- 
caded. off the tools of the old 
colonial offices. The railway 
lines, laid down wbeh Basra was 


Robert Fisk visits the once-bustling 

port of Basra, crippled by sanctions 




Vodafone's 
falling call costs. 
A graphic 
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an international rail terminal, 
are corroded with weeds. ’ . 

The great sluggish waterway 
of the Shatt al-Arab drifts past 
the bulks tied up on the quays. 
Here is the 1 famine, a trawler 
under whose blade paint it is still 
possible to read the words 
“Lord Sbaddeton, Pott Stanley, 
FI (Falkland Islands) 0 ; and 
there the Wisteria, all 6,742- 
blackened tons of her. 

Who set fire to her, I ask 
three Iraqi o fficials on the 
quay? “Aa Iranian missile hit it 
in 198V one of them replies. 
But his Mend mutters in Ara- 
bic: “TfcLl him it was the Amer- 
icans.” Then they all chorus: “It 
was the Americans!” 

Basra fives on Iks. If only .the 
Iranians hadn’t attacked Iraq 
and closed the river in 1980 (it 
was the Iraqis who invaded 
Iran). If only the UN had not 
slapped sanctions on Iraq after 
the Xran-Iraq war (forget die lit- 
tle matter of Kuwait in 1990). 
Even the ships have changed 
their names in embarrassment. 
The supply ship Atco Sam, ac- 
cording to a half-erased name, 
used to be the ftiq/ic Prospec- 
tor of Illinois and, before that, 
the Northern Builder. 

Behind us, the - marshalling 
yards are filled with long freight 
trains, massive grey wagons 
hooked up to Ieave on a jour- 
ney that should have started m 
19k), the tracks now entangled 
with weeds and boshes. Mr 
al-Im&ra strides along the 
docks. “If it wasrtfor sanctions, 
we would have this port 
dredged andinnnmg,”he says. 

his an odd affliction that now 
besets Iraq’s bureaucracy. Tit- 
tered to boast of all that is best 
about Iraq, 'they now have, to 
publicise all that is worst tyn^ust 
be an awfully difficult transition. 
Fbr who knows when the aides 
might eame down from Baghdad 
to reverse the process yet again? 
Mr al-Imaia says he is apoet as 
well as being “foreign relations 
adviser” to Basra port And he 
quotes a work of his called Con- 
frontation: • 

“When yon shoot with a 
ballet from anywhere, 

The bullet wiD head straight 
for my chest; 

Because the events through 
which we have passed 

Have made my chest 
round." 


And we look at Mr al- 
Imara’s rather diminutive chest 
and laugh politely. Whose bul- 
lets, we wonder silently, is the 
poet referring to? Surely not 
those which scar the facade of 
Basra’s central police station, 
still a gutted marble shell beside 
one of the city's fetid canals. 
Certainly not those which 
smashed into the burning gov- 
ern orate building during the 
same 1991 uprising by Basra's 
Shiit e Muslim majority. And not 
the bullets which were fired into 
the city’s police cars. On the 
grainy old television in our ho- 
tel room. President Saddam 
Hussein is seated before his 
Revolutionary Command 
Qrmnril, making a joke at which 
his unif ormed courtiers guffaw. 

The Comiche of Martyrs 
corrects any misapprehensions 
about the enemy. For along the 
west bank of the Shatt al-Arab, 
below the dank portals of the 
Basra Sheraton hotel, stand 
the dead heroes of President 
Saddam's “Quadassiyeh” war, 
the chosen two dozen Iraqi 
soldiers - out of perhaps half a 
million - whose death will -not 
have been in vain. Each man, 
modelled from . photographs, 
points across the muddy 
waterway towards the precise 
location on the war front, inside 
Iran, at which he died during a 
war which President Saddam 
named after Iraq’s ancient vic- 
tory over the Persians. 

The soldiers, three times 
life-size, are identified fay name, 
along with a colossus down the 
bank representing GeneraLAd- 
nan Khairallah, one of the 
greatest of all Saddam's militaiy 
leaders. He stands feeing his 
. cannon-fodder, right arm raised 
in honour of their courage; 
though we must spare a thought 
for fee enormously popular 
general, who died “‘tragically,’’ 
in a helicopter crash rajt long af- 
ter the war ended. Below these 
statues, the street urchins hawk 
nuts parcelled in old newspaper 
at eight pence a package. 

They are as far as they can 
get from the food chain, at the 
furthest corner of Iraq, clamped 
between Iran’s suspicions to the 
east and Kuwait's hatred to the 
south, dominated by rusting 
ships and the towering dead. 
What would Mr Ward and Mr 
Bennett make of all this? 


Money pours in for 
child war victims 


By Amanda. KeHy 


A WEEK has gone by since 
Robert Fisk began his reports 
on the plight erf Iraq’s children 
and The Independent's appeal 
has already raised nearly 
£10,000. The money is going 
to help children struck down 
by leukaemia because of 
weapons used during the Giilf 

War. Many are dying because 
of a lack of medicines and it 
is towards importing these 
cancer-treating drugs that 
your donations will go. 

Officials of the UN sanc- 
tions committee and the 
British government have said 
authorisation for medicines of 
this kind could be issued with 
m inimum delay. Every appli- 
cation for esport of medi- 
cines must be separately 
apprised by the Department 
of Health, the Foreign Office 
and the Department of Trade 
-and Industry, 

have called on Care 
International and Medical 
Aid for Iraqi Children to 
help oversee their procure- 
ment and delivery from start 
to finish. Both groups are al- 
ready working in Iraq. 

Cfrre International’s Lock- 
ton Morrissey, who is based 
m Iraq, esplained the path our 
consignment wffl.take once it 
is shipped into Jordan. “The 

goods wfll come into Aquaba 

poir where they wffl be test- 
f d V ‘ to ministry of health 

to make sure they are what we 

say they are. Because of the 
^^restrictions on Iraq wc 
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then have to transport the 
drugs by road, in refrigerat- 
ed trucks. 

“When a delivery gets to 
the Iraqi border we have to 
present documentation to 
show that it is authorised un- 
der the sanctions. After fur- 
ther checks in Iraq, it will cany 
on to the ministry of health in 
Baghdad and be checked 
again. It will then be released 
to us to distribute. H 
. The drugs will be admin- 
istered by well-qualified doc- 
tors to those who most need 
them. Professor Soad Tabaq- 
chali, medical director of 
Medical Aid, said: “The ca- 
pability of the Iraqi doctors is 
not m question. Most of them 
nave been 1 trained in Britain 
and are very highly qualified. 
But sanctions have left them 
“ ““possible position of 
hating nothing to treat their 

patientfwith.’’ 

'pie help of Independent 
readers will allow these doc- 
tors to save lives that would 

otherwise be losL 
* Please send cheques, made 
out to The Independent Iraq 
Appeal, to PO Box No 6870, 
l Canada Square, London. 
£14 5BT 
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Army on alert for Suharto’s re-election 


will become very dangerous.” S3bo. Indonesia’s foreign min- 

The rupiah dosed in Jakar- ster, Ali Alatas, later denied 
ta at 10,800/11,100 to the US that the government intended 
dollar, after losing 11 per cent to abandon the plan, -but an- 
of its value in the moraine The other senior politician was 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

m Jakarta 


PRESIDENT Suharto will be 
rc-elecied today as Indonesia's 
unchallenged leader for a sev- 
enth consecutive term, against 
a backdrop of student protests 
and economic confusion. 

There were protests in at 
least three cities in the central 
island of Java yesterday, al- 
though those in the capital. 


Jakarta, ended peacefully and 
were confined to the universi- 
ty campus. 

The stand-off between the 
government and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund over the 
IMF's proposed rescue package 
for Indonesia's economy gen- 
erated another choppy day on 
the currency exchanges. How- 
ever, the Indonesian rupiah 
strengthened by the end of 
trading despite an earlier drop. 


Hundreds of students at the 
University of Indonesia and at 
the Catholic Atmajaya Uni- 
versity in Jakarta protested 
against Suharto’s imminent re- 
election. Thousands of police 
and army reinforcements have 
been brought in to patrol the 
centre of Jakarta, andinthediy 
of Yogyakaita in Java, six stu- 
dents were reported to have 
been arrested on Sunday after 
leading a street demonstra- 


tion. In an interview with an In- 
donesian magazine, the chief of 
the armed forces warned that 
uncontrolled protests could 
lead to the collapse of the 
country. 

“What is dear [is- that] I 
do not want this uation 
to break up because of 
the acts of irresponsible peo- 
ple," said General Wiranto. 
“If it is allowed to go in the 
direction they want, the situation 


financial turmoil followed sug- 
gestions by President Suharto 
that his goveromentmay aban- 
don the IMF's S43bn (£27bn) 
rescue programme for In- 
donesia. The president is angry 
over the IMF's decision to de- 
lay next week’s instalment of 


quoted in the Indonesian Ob- 
server as warning that any IMF 

.attempts to “humiliate 7 ’ the 
country will be rejected. 

This morning’s expected an- 
nouncement by the People’s 
Consultative Assembly (MPA) 
of the re-election of President 


S uhar to follows 10 days of rit- 
ualistic deliberations from 
which dissent was scrupulous- 
ly filtered out . 

Of the 1,000 assembly mem- 
bers, 400 are appointed di- 
rectly by President . Suharto. 
Most of the remaining 600 are 
members of his Goto Party- 
Even members of Indonesia's 
so-called opposition must be 
approved by the government, 
which has used its powers to ex- 


clude anyone who might offer 
a challenge to ibe president. 
Suharto, together with his cho- 
sen vice-president, the former 
technology minister, B J Habi- 
bie. are the only candidates. To 
eliminate any' possibility of dis- 
sent . the ruling party has 
warned members of the as- 
sembly that “interruptions” to 
the rc-clection ceremony will 
not be tolerated. 

- Battle looms, page 18 


Four years on, and black 
still rarely meets white 


T HE sound of a saxophone 
drifts sexily down 7lh 
Street heralding another 
Saturday night's jazz at the chic 
Bass Line club in Melville, one 
of Johannesburg's white suburbs. 

At the rather garish Red 
Barrel near by. hundreds of 
teenagers - almost all white - are 
going their all to the karaoke 
machine. But the candlelit Bass 
Line, as any humble jazz fan will 
tell you. attracts a more dis- 
cerning crowd. The dub also 
boasts a rare Johannesburg phe- 
nomenon: a genuine, real Mc- 
Coy. racially mixed crowd. 

When I say mixed, there are 
qualifications. There are blacks 
and whites in the same room but 
not often at the same tables. It 
is rather like those Venn dia- 
grams in school maths where the 
circles never intersect because 
they have nothing in common. 

Still, it is a remarkable sight 
in a eiw where most people only 
meet “the other” at work. After- 
hours. they generally head back 
to the old 3 part he id-era territo- 
ries; blacks wait in long queues 
to be stuffed into minibuses 
hound for outlying townships 
while whites drive home to the 
plush northern suburbs. The 
most terrible shame is that Jo- 
hannesburg city centre - con- 
sidered by everyone as 
dangerous after dark - provides 
no neutral ground for socialising. 

The enduring divisions are 
a source of deep frustration to 
outsiders. They rob life in South 
Africa of a great deal of its rich- 
ness. for foreigners arc not 
exempt from the racial pi- 
geonholing. In the quest for 
common ground it rarely helps 
to play up Scoltishncss, fe- 
male ness or your upbringing on 
the council estate. Apartheid 
has obliterated interest in any 
form of discrimination or dis- 
advantage other than that 
based on race. “You're just an- 
other rich white South African 
to me.” was the way one black 
official bluntly put it. 
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Mary Braid 


Imagine, then, the sheer re- 
lief of the Base Line. The con- 
cern is that four years after 
democratic elections there are 
still so few places like it. 

I f music can act as a social 
glue, sport, too, retains a lit- 
tle of its adhesive potential, 
although no thing like the pow- 
er naively invested in it in those 
early heady days of the new 
democracy. White South 
Africans still speak about black 
preference for soccer and white 
for rugby as if it were in the 
genes: and they use the di- 
chotomy to explain the contin- 
uing divisions among pupils in 
some schools. 

But at the local Holiday 
inn Iasi weekend South Africa's 
game with Egypt in the final of 
the African Nations Cup 
brought blacks and whites to- 
gether. There was a touch of the 
old Venn diagram about the 
seating arrangements in the 
bar but never mind: there was 
a whiff of togetherness. 

Trouble after the match was 
forecast. The cops were a little 
nervous after the New Year cel- 
ebrations in run-down inncr-city 
Hill brow, where residents wel- 
comed in 1998 by throwing re- 
frigerators from sixth-floor 
windows. But despite the 2-0 de- 
feat there was no trouble. Instead 
thousands of fans - black and 
while - went to the airport to wel- 
come the boys back with Jeho 
Sono, the caretaker coach, who 


spiced up proceedings by re- 
vealing he had left the team for 
two days during the Burkina Faso 
tournament to return borne to 
consult a witchdoctor and his an- 
cestors about the team’s chances. 

It is bard to say whether that 
affected his popularity but the 
debate about whether Sono 
should stay on as coach has 
raged all week. Blacks inun- 
dated radio chat shows normally 
dominated by white callers; 
soccer has generated a rare 
burst of public cohesion. 

B ut sport’s limitations as 
national healer became 
dear yesterday when bit- 
terness over the continuing 
“whiteness" of South African 
rugby came to the Pretoria 
High Court. President Nelson 
Mandela took the advice of his 
lawyers and delayed his ap. 
pearance in court, where be was 
to face questions about an of- 
ficial investigation into racism 
in rugby. The South African 
Rugby Football Union (Sarfu). 
which brought the case, is re- 
fusing to co-operate with the 
government inquiry into its fi- 
nances and managem ent 
It is far from the euphoric day 
when President Mandela 
donned tire Springbok jersey, the 
detested symbol of white dom- 
ination. in the spirit of reconcil- 
iation. Since then relations 
between the government and 
Louis Luyt, Sarfu s president, 
have degenerated dramatically. 
Sports minister Steve Tkhwete 
says that while enemies to reform 
lurk everywhere, nowhere are 
they more entrenched than at 
Sarfu s headquarters. 

Rugby is accused of doing 
nothing to encourage black tal- 
ent or to darken the collective 
complexion of the national 
team. Cricket has come in for 
similar criticisms. A year away 
from the second national elec- 
tions many South Africans are 
growing tired of the slow pace 
of social change. 



Dancing queen: Cheryl Carolus, the new High Commissioner in London Photograph: Fopperfoto 


South 
Africa’s 
whirlwind 
hits town 

By Job Rabkin 

THE first black woman to represent 
South Africa in Britain pledged to let 
the winds of change blow through the 
colonial splendour of London’s South 
Africa House, and to give the diplomatic 
cocktail circuit a wide berth. 

Cheryl Carolus, 40, who arrived in 
London last week to take up the post uf 
High Commissioner, said: “it's a myth 
that diplomats lie through their teeth, 
but I will call a spade a spade and not a 
garden implement." 

Promising to spend her time getting 
to know the British people and noi just 
other diplomats, she added: "If 70 per 
cent of my time is spent with colleagues 
from the diplomatic world, then there 
must be something wrong." 

Ms Carolus's track record scarcely 
reads like the CV of a career diploma!. 
She became politically involved as a 
schoolgirl, in Cape Town and became an 
important figure in the United 
Democratic Movement, the civil rights 
movement that was in the tore front ul 
the struggle against apartheid in the 
Eighties. "1 didn’t gel involved in 
politics, politics got involved with me." 
she says. “The only way to reclaim your 
dignity was to resist the dehumanisation 
apartheid imposed on you." 

’ After becoming a member of the . 
ANC national executive and a favourite 
of Nelson Mandela, she turned down an 
offer of a cabinet position, choosing 
instead to run the ANC's party 
machinery as general secretary. 

For all the Marxist rhetoric of her 
early career, she and her husband 
Graeme Bloch will cut far from earnest 
figures. “They wfll be up to dawn, 
dancing the night away." one frieud was 
quoted as saying on hearing of the 
appointment. 

Last week. Ms Carolus suggested she 
would be “probably the worst diplomat 
in the world". 

Britain has been warned. 
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Jordan and Israel 
repair Mossad row 


By Patrick Cock bum 

. ft ** 


ISRAEL and Jordan arc mend- 
ing fences mx months after 
Mossad. the Israeli foreign in- 
telligence agency, infuriated 
King Hussein hy trying to kill 
an I'lficiu! or a militant Islam- 
ic organisation in die streets of 
Amman, the Jordanian capital. 

Ariel Sharon, the Israeli 
infrastructure minister, had 
talks ;..b, nil greater ovoper.niun 
with King Hussein in Jordan 
over the weekend and Crown 
Prince Hassan will sec Ben- 
iamin Netanyahu, the Prime 
Minister, in Israel today. .After 
his meeting General Sharon 
said: “The problem has gone" 

Jordan feels squeezed !>e- 
tween a resurgent Iraq to the 
east and. to the west. Sir Ne- 
tanyahu. who does not want to 
implement the Oslo accords 
with the Palestinians. It has 
stained lew benefits from the 
peace treaty signed with Israel 
in l‘)‘>4. But King Hussein also 
broke publicly with Iraq in 
Ipus when he received Gener- 



Ariel Sharon: 

The problem has gone* 


ul Hussein Kamel, the son-in- 
law of Saddam Hussein, who 
fled to .Amman. 

The largest of the joint pro- 
jects discussed was the S5bn 
"Red-Dead Canal” through the 
desert from the Red Sea to the 
Dead Sea. The 120 mile-long 
canal would harness hydro- 
electric power to desalinate 


water, helping to prevent any 
conflict over scarce water sup- 
plies and save the Dead Sea 
from gradual evaporation at 
current rates of inflow. 

Relations between Jordan 
and Israel deteriorated after the 
election of Mr Netanyahu in 
1996. King Hussein expressed 
deep distrust for the Israeli 
premier and has formed a 
better personal understanding 
with General Sharon. 

Relations plummeted when 
Mossad tried to kill Khaiid 
Meshal. a member the Islamic 
militant organisation, with poi- 
son gas last September. The 
Mossad agents were captured 
and exchanged for the jailed 
Hamas leader. Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassiu. 

In the aftermath of the affair. 
King Hussein reportedly in- 
sisted that Israel sack Danny 
Yatom. the head of Mossad, be- 
fore tics could improve. He was 
replaced last week by Efraim 
Halcvy, a former Mossad 
deputy chief who was involved 
with the negotiation of a peace 
treaty with Jordan in 1994. 

Egypt, the only other Arab 
stale to sign a peace treaty 
with Israel, continues to have 
frosty relations with Mr Netan- 
yahu. 

In an interview, President 
Hosni Mubarak accuses him of 
turning the world upside down 
and foiling to keep his promises 
on Middle East peace. He told 
the Israeli daily Maarh\ “I have 
met with him several times and 
up until today all I got from him 
were promises. Nothing was 
carried out." 
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Ailing King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia faces surgery 

Saudi Arabia's King Fahd is seriously ill and might have to 
unde [go surgery after being hospitalised in Riyadh with a gall- 
bladder infection. An American medical team was monitor- 
ing the condition of King Fahd, who is in his m:d-7Qs, and 
was preparing to remove his gall bladder if necessary, said 
officials. The King Faisal Specialist Hospital in the Saudi cap- 
ital. Riyadh, slopped all visits and calls and barred relatives 
and family members from seeing the monarch. His health has 
been the source of much speculation since he suffered a stroke 
in November 1995. — AP, Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

Ex-Miss USA loses sex suit 

A suit by a former Miss USA against Prince Jefti of Brunei, 
claiming she was unknowingly recruited for a Middle East- 
ern sex tour, was dismissed by a Los Angeles judge. Judge 
Consueln Marshall found Shannon Markelic. of Malibu, 
had failed to meet the necessary burden of proof and held 
Prince Jefri was entitled to immunity under the Foreign 
Sovereign Immunity Act. Ms Marketic sued Prince Je- 
fri, his brother, the Sultan of Brunei, and the “talent 
agency” that allegedly recruited her for “promotional" 
work in Brunei. She said she had to dance nightly and 
was subjected to sexual advances. 

— Tim Comwe/f, Los Angeles 

Mayoress guilty of race hate 

A French appeal court upheld a three-month suspended sen- 
tence on a far-right politician who mode racist, anti-immigrant 
remarks. Catherine Megret, National Front mayoress of Vit- 
rolles. appealed after a lower court sentenced her in September 
and fined her 50,000 francs (£5.000). Yesterday’s ruling said 
Megret was guilty of “inching racial discrimination." 

— AP, Aix-en-Provence 

School killing shocks Japan 

A 13-year-old Japanese boy stabbed a classmate to death yes- 
terday, further shocking a nation rocked by a wave of teenage 
crime. The boy, at a school near Tokyo, stabbed a similar-aged 
pupil in the chest during a break between classes. They had 
quarrelled over a practical joke played on the killer by the 
victim, police said. The Chief Cabinet Secretary. Kanezo Mu- 
raoka. used the killing to appeal for a joint effort by the gov- 
ernment, schools, parents and local communities to deter youth 
crime. 

— Reuters, Tokyo 


Clinton profits from 
death of key witness 


By Mary Defevsky 

in Washington 

THE criminal investigation into 
President and Mrs Clinton that 
began with the Whitewater land 
deal in Arkansas and expand- 
ed to include Mr Clinton's al- 
leged relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky could turn in favour 
of the Clintons after the death 
of a key prosecution witness, 
James McDougal. 

Mr McdougaL who was 57, 
died of a heart attack in a 
Texas prison hospital on Sunday 
while serving a three-year sen- 
tence for fraud. An Arkansas 
businessman, he was the archi- 
tect of the money-losing White- 
water deal in which the Clintons 
had invested while Mr Clinton 
was governor of Arkansas. 

Following his conviction two 
years ago, he had been co-op- 
erating with the, inquiry 
launched by the independent 
prosecutor, Kenneth Starr, into 
allegations that Mr Clinton 
used his position as state gov- 
ernor to obtain an illegal loan. 

A long-time friend and po- 
litical ally of Mr Clinton’s, Mr 
McDougal made headlines last 
year when be explained his de- 
cision to co-operate with the 
Whitewater inquiry by saying: 
“I just got side and tired of ly- 
ing for the fellow [Clinion}." 

The four-ycar-old White- 
water inquiry is not'complete 
and Mr McDougal's death de- 
prives Mr Starr of ah important 
witness. ' Yesterday Mr Starr 
was with advisers, trying to as- 
sess how for h& inquiry might 
be damaged. Last week there 


was good news for Mr Starr, 
when another Whitewater play- 
er and former Arkansas gov- 
ernor, Jim Guy Tucker, dedded 
to co-opcratc with the investi- 
gation in return for a lighter 
fraud sentence but the death of 
Mr McDougal could more than 
outweigh that benefit. 

Any setback for the White- 
water inquiry may also affect the 
investigation into Mr Clinton’s 
relationship with the former 
White House trainee, Monica 
Lewinsky. The only reason why 
this inquiry was entrusted to Mr 
Starr was the alleged involve- 
ment in both cases of Vernon 


Jordan, a well-conneeled Wash- 
ington businessman and Mr 
Ginton's golfing partner. 

The question is whether Mr 
Jordan, who admits using his in- 
fluence to help both a dis- 
graced ex-Whitcwarer player 
and Ms Lewinsky to obtain 
private-sector jobs, was doing 
them a personal favour, or 
whether he was acting at Mr 
Clinton's behest to silence po- 
tentially awkward witnesses. 
Were the Whitewater investi- 
gation to collapse, the much- 
criticised Mr Starr's right to 
investigate the Lewinsky case 
could be challenged. 
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Musde-buildmg 

marvel: 
Michelangelo^ 
The Ashers 

Picture: Copyright 
HRH The Queen, 

Royal CoWecnon, 
Windsor Castle 



Like putty in his hands 


No one could mould the male form 
like Michelangelo, and no one, 
says Tom Lubbock, has ever asked 
so much of the male anatomy 


MICHELANGELO remains a 
name to conjure with: a power- 
house, a life-source, a mould- 
maker, a measure to which no 
other art quite measures up. 
When, for example, in the 
Twenties, Wyndham Lewis 
wanted to beat Picasso’s stout 
neo-classical figures, Michelan- 
gelo was the obvious stick. The 
Picasso figure, he wrote, “is a 
beautifully executed, imposing 
human doll. The figures of 
Michelangelo, on the other 
hand - the most supremely 


noble and terrible creations of 
the dramatic genius of the West 
- are creatures of an infectious 
life. Between the outstretched 
forefinger of Adam and the 
figure of the hurrying Jehovah 
' there is an electric force that no 
vegetative imbecility would be 
able to convey.” 

Ah yes, that famous invisible 
spark -now immortalised, and 
turned into a very visible Big 
Bang, in the credits of LWTs 
The South Bank Show. As torlhc 
“infectious life”, though, it 
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doesn’t appear to have infect- 
ed much 20lh-centmy arL 

Indeed, it's rather a problem 
for us, this sense of mighty 
strenuousoess, the idea - in the 
words of Antony Gonnley, cre- 
ator (and model) of the/tige/ 
of the North - that “muscular ac- 
tion expresses the metaphyseal 
tension of body and soul”. And 
I think Gormley’s reservations 
speak for many. One may 
doubt whether Michelangelo’s 
influence is one any artist today 
would happDy catch. 

“Michelangelo and His In- 
fluence” is an exhibition of 
drawings from the Royal Col- 
lection, now showing at the 
Queen’s Gallery. The influ- 
ence displayed here doesn't 
extend much beyond the end of 
the 16th century (Michelange- 
lo died in 1564, aged 88). 

We have his own drawings: 
anatomical studies, sketches for 
paintings, finished presentation 
pieces. We have copies, variants 
and departures by contempo- 
raries or followers. It's all bod- 
ies, of course, parts or wholes - 
and souls, if you like; predom- 
inantly nude bodies and souls. 

But if we think of Michelan- 
gelo as a kind of Frankenstein, 
bringing the human creature to 


turbulent life with an electric 
charge, we’d better take the 
analogy all the way, and see him 
as an artist deeply concerned 
with the constructability and the 
malleable ness of the human 
form. His art is powered by the 
realisation — exhilar ating and 
alarming- that he could do with 
it what he wauled. 

With mastery, he could put 
it through the most incredible . 
twists and turns, dhplacemenls 
and dgtensioos, malm it into the 
most contradictory shapes. 
Limbs contort this way and that 
while seeming to perform con- 
tinuous gestures. Bodies can 
hurtle forwards while, at the 
same time, appearing to hit a 
brick walL This sounds more 
like an art we can relate to: a 
radically ambiguous art that’s 
bent on daring impossibility. * 

The Resurrection, for in- 
stance, offers great opportuni- 
ties. The Gospels don’t describe 
the event itself. They treat it as 
a fait accompli: the grave emp- 
ty and Jesus already up and 
about As artists usually picture 
it, it looks like a victorious act 
of mil- Jesus advances out of 
the tomb with a strong leg to the 
fore, or levitates several yards 
in the air above it. But in 


If it’s fame and 
fortune you’re 
after, just stick 
around a bit 


John Windsor seeks out the smiling 
face behind the contemporary art 
world’s answer to ‘Kilnoy was here’ 


G*««ni PRf«R»*M |I*MR. WfcBB- tfcM* nmtrni 


r few da# rOHadi IM 


WHO IS “SR”, the wide-eyed 
young woman whose latest 
hid for fame comes m the form 
of thousands of stickers bear- 
ing her image and the slogan 
“I am eveiywhere - SR Lon- 
don”? You can now find the 
stickers ou lamp posts, in loos 
- even, as our picture shows, 
on an iron railing at the foot 
of the pyramid of Cheops in 
Giza.EgypL 

SR is the art world's Ii-girt, 
famous for being famous. For 
the more philosophically in- 
clined, her bid to gain fame by 
publicity alone - while staying 


anonymous and doing little 
more than smile - isa send-up 
of the current romance be- 
tween artists and the media. 

To get in on the jape, 
would-be SR fens can buy the 
stickers (£l for 2)) from vend- 
ing machines at the ICA, the 
Whitechapel Art Gallery, the 
Thctical Coffee Bar in D’Ar- 
blay Street, Soho, and the Tito- 
teished, Bristol Oryoacanget 
a stash free by post from a flat 
in Stepney, abode of her mys- 
terious “controllfei*, a fellow 
artist of the opposite sex. 

Over the past nine months, 


Michelangelo's drawings the 
act isn’t dear. You can’t tell if 
Jesos is doing it, or it’s hap- 
pening to him, or what’s hap- 
pening exactly. 

Look at The Risen Christ. In 
his catalogue. Paul Joannides 
coins an excellent phrase for 
this smgle figure. “He bursts 
from the tomb describing an arc 
of triumph, an all-encompass- . 
ing embrace." I like that arc de 
triomphe. But I don't see the ef- ' 
feet described, because the. an- 
tion of the figure is nearly 
indescribable -it’s a thoroughly 
ambiguous articulation, com- 
bining a forward stride, a back- 
ward lurch, an outward fling 
and an upward yank. 

• The potential for triumph is 
there. One leg is planted firm- 
ly, vertically forward, the arms 
are spread in a winning gesture. 
But then this leg is somehow 
pulled sideways, which aligns it 
with the much less grounded 
other leg and the teetering 
torso. The left arm becomes a 
frantic attempt to regain bal- 
ance, while the right arm, 
reaching straight above the 
head, seems to be pulled up by 
an invisible ah'en grasp. The re- 
viving figure is disoriented and 
struggling for equilibrium anrf 


self-control among these be- 
wildering forces. 

It’s odd to .apply verisntiifi- 
lode to a picture of an event 
winch is, even for believers, a 
uniqoe and tmraculoagmystey. 
But you coukf say that-Mkhel- 
angdo’s Version, ftyS&frWmg 
Jesas caught in »prOfcfcas &atte ' 
barely (tompfehejhBit^— ^tb US 
or to lum— ismnciyueairei^Rtetf 
it must have been fikb. Other ■ 
artists stage the ResmrteSdrim 
terms of its glorious meaning. 
Michelangelo imagines bow 
Jesus might have experienced 
h himself. 

This is rare. With the Cru- 
cifixion, it's the normal ap- 
proach. In that genre, showing 
and letting us share Christ’s 
agony is a primary objective for 
many artists. In feet, this di- 
verging attitude towards Jesus’s 
experience is one of the main 
differences between the two 
subjects. Crucified, he suffers 
bodily. Risen, he is beyond 
such experience - except in 
Michelangelo. And in another 

Resurrection, he is subjectedto 
a still more sudden physical 
paradox. The figure seems totoe 
both taking off and landing hard 
at the same time. 

' In his lato Crucifixions, 


V- ~‘ ,r>;v * 

. Jr-j-ac 1 ," : + •-*«*- * ■ , — • 

VI* « r ■ • •: s '* “■ 

. ' ’-a'' '• 


t<ficiielangefc finds extreme sev- 
faitian^^Si^htioetrit^^be'^ 
Wix^woriigrvttlhattfiepic- 
- h g e gare deatiynot finifoed ft* 
the strikH^thi^B (hat these un- 

fmkheri rfrawrnggabn^r imply e. 

finish- They .don’t fook like 
they’ve been ‘abandoned hatf- 
way to completion, or like 


open Options another drawing 
ooolds&totiL The overiaid limi- 
ts -pOotipaS of the legs and 
torso of these crucified bodies 
aren’t alternatives wmting to be 
deckled They’re developed and 
involved togethervrifo very geo- 
de and attentive shading. The 
most unsolved bits of anatomy 
are the most substantiated. 

The effect is more than 
motion, a writhing. The unfin- 
ished aspect is pact of the ex- 
perience conveyed. Jesus’ 
climactic last ay, “It is finished" 
is permanently deferred. The 
drawing kn’t concluded, no fi- 
nal bodily position is estab- 
lished, the undedded points are 
worked at and could be worked 
at more, so tbe experience goes 
on and can’t arrive at crisis. 

Though flesh is fearfully de- 
posed, tb» isn't sheer agony, but 
an endlessly sensuous meta- 
morpftosis and dissolution. 


rather Wagnerian in that way, 
die body flowing into and out 
of itself, into and out of the very 
paper it is drawn on. Here 
Michelangelo’s deep interests 
m and doubts about the mal- 
leability of the human image 
re&ch their mortal limit 
■"Flris may be partly what 
Francis BacJon meant when he 
said Michelangelo was mixed 
np in his mind with Muybridge, 
the photographer who broke 
down human action into se- 
quences of split-second im- 
ages. Michelangelo Dever draws 
blood, as Bacon dots, but these 
fluid, fugitive elisions of form 
and substance are a dear hint 
towards his art. 

Perhaps Bacon is the only 
modern artist to have truly 
taken the influence on board - 
though we mustn't forget 
Michelangelo's other heirs { via 
Blake and Fuseli), the graphic 
masters of the Marvel comics. 
If it’s a straight shot of infec- 
tious muscular life you want, 
there’s always the mighty Thor 
and the Incredible Hulk to 
keep you going. 

To 19 April, Queen's Gallery, 
Budan&tam Palace Road, Lon- 
don SW1 (0171-839 1377) 


Sdcky situation: One of 
SRb stickers (below) and 
In the shadow of the 
pyramids 




20,000 stickers have made SR 
probably the most stuck-up 
yoong woman in the contem- 
porary art worid-Aud, as if that 
wasn't exposure enough, SR 
has taken out fell-page self-ad- 
vertisements in four trendy 
style mags - i-D, Dazed and 
Caused. Don’t Jiff A and bkg. 

There are also SR carrier 
bags and an SR promo sheet 
that declares enigmatically: 
“A dcw artist for a new gen- 
eration”. It goes on, in what 
could be a parody of preten- 
tious artspeak, or simply sheer 
pretentiousness: “She is re- 


defining the self-portrait for 
the 1990s, art, fashion, adver- 
tising, image, identity, ego. 
This is the self-portrait as sefcf- 
promotion. This s art in the 
remix. This is the new label to 

be seen with." WL, I never... 

Ybn can, ff you know the 
right people, be seen with SR. 
She presided at a book pro- 
motion at Wtterstone’s in 
Charing Cross Road last yeac, 
They gave her a window dfc- 
play and a table header, and 
a highly collectable limited 
edition of 1,000 promo car* 
was ebstributed to fans and be- 



raused shoppers. The book? 
She promoted every book in 
the store - and never even 
asked far a fee. 

Although she won't say who 

rite is. SR rioM f-atlr nui.^L 


VVeU-WBa- 

ere can telephone her or write 
to her. She says firing like: “Art 
always looks like art” and “Fd 
like to go to Morocco". 
Rune? “Yes, Td like that It 

would be a part of what rqy art 

is about. Fame would enable 

me to say what I really want to 
say-” (Things like “Fd like to 
go to Morocco ”, I suppose.) 
Fortune? She thmira sh e 


could handle that, too. After 
all, those stickers and prnmo 
cards are not cheap to print. 

There’ll be a book, of 
course. It wfll contain snapshuts 
of stickers stuck in unusual 
place throughout the world, 
sent in tty frnis committed lo 
^aa^herthevtorldsnwrf fa- 
mous anonymity. 

. ^ whoever she is, will en- 
joy promoting that. 

Sfck& s and further information 
^ S & Flat 6, 49 Caivil 
Stepney, Ijondon LI 
2BP f tel 0171-790 3331 > 
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Lord 

^ J naldson of 

Kingsbridge 


M1NIS'£r 0 f Arts in the Wil- 
an Callaghan govern- 
mans, lack Donaldson was 

« ,L,IT man5 ’* aIbeit un - 
M'ntl. sucesses. No man alive 

is in a biter position to pass 

judgomm than Sir Claus 

Moser. iht» said yesterday: 

Jack was, pataionaiu lov CT or the 

on^/vf'' ,a 3 y ™ usic ' especially 
optra. w en he had a chance to do 

hkd hi'sr* ° ■ sur ’P on he tra£ 

with tfleuvc enthusiasm as well as 

ixs;.- H “ *“ 1 w °” tof "' 

the members of 
tne Piirlimemajy Labour Par- 
iy Arts Coup in the 1970s I can 
record a first hand that whea 
my Camions colleagues and I 
made anippointmcnr with Do- 
naldson n his office to discuss 
issues o concern, we came 
away wit: the unanimous feel- 
ing that *ie minister was real- 
ly listenijg. more than politely, 
to the pents we were making; 
and thatic really cared about 
the arts for' which he was 
responsile. 

It camot be said of all min- 
isters in ill 'governments that 
they real} personally care 
about thur ephemeral respon- 
sibilities. D naldson cared, not 
fur his evu career, but pas- 
sionately i out advancing the 
interests o :he arts and in par- 
ticular th young men and 
women wo were seeking a 
livelihood i the arts. 

He was iom John Donald- 
son in HA . into (he family of 
the Rev S. l Donaldson, Mas- 
ter of IV igdalcne College, 
Cumbridg . a id Lady Albinia, 
nee liohw A ampden, a scion 
of the Ear; of Bucking- 
hamshire. Hi early childhood 
was spent in he ambience of 
Eton, where 0 yean later he 
himself was ti go to school, and 
of Magdalen , where his father 
was, it was sj id, the first Mas- . 
ter to pall th t famous college 
out of the m dieval doldrums. 

Donaldst . himself went not 
to his fathc s college but to 
Trinity. Can nidge, where he 
look first clajs honours In Part 
I of the Mo$l Sciences Tripos 
and subsequently in the Law Tri- 
pos. On gntiuatkm in 1935, 
prompted Experience of the . 
Eton Missiai Boys’ Qub in . 
Hackney, cai London, he went 
to work for wee years at the 


Pioneer Health Centre at Ffcck- 
ham. i recollect a conversation 
in which I opined to hin^as a 
fellow Old Etonian, that the 
Eton Mission had too mm* of 
a condescending element. Do- 
naldson, normally the most cqn- 
able of men, rounded on me 
and, almost Yituperativdy, told 
me that he owed a great deal to 
his experience in Peckham - an 
experience which, combined 
with working far a year as a track 
driver, set the course of his life. 

During the Second World 
War Donaldson served with 
the Sappers, and came into 
contact with the young Denis 
Healey, who was to be his life- 
long friend. It was his friendship 
with Healey, Roy Jenkins and 
Dick Crossman, and— through 
farming — with Jim Callaghan t 
that commended Donaldson 
to the Labour leadership. In his 
diary entry for 24 November 
1965 Crossman records: 

In ihe evening after a meeting of th& 
Liaison Commitlec. which is now rno- 
uing smoothly in the absence of 
George Wigg, I was off to Ccweflt 
Garden. I got there too late for the 
overture to Ffearo but we had an - 
enormously cnjpyabtetimcwtfli Jack 
and ftmkie n nnalitaw J d wii^ iniliij 
Royal Box and having our dinner in 
the Royal Drawing Room behind the 
scenes. It was only marred by the fact 
that I had to go bade, to the House 
at 1 1 o dock to sec the Rhodesia Or- 
ders in Council through untQ 130 in 
the morning. 

As his Parliamentary Private 
Secretary I remember that 
Crossman's mind was far more 
on the marvellous night he had 
had with the Donaldsons than 
on Ian Smith. 

On Wednesday 8 December 
1965: 

That night Anne and I gave the Don- 
aldsons dinner in exchange for their 
splendid hospitality . . . at Covent 
Garden. There we were in the Stran- 
gers’ Dining Room, with George 
Wigg string at the next table to u£. 
The Donaldsons are old Gaitskdiites 
but 1 think they found our company 
tolerable and certainly I fond them 
extremely pleasant She, Frankie, is 
the daughter of Reddy Lonsdale, the 
famous playwright, and is herself a 
remarkable writer. Her book on the 
Marconi Scandal, which is just out, 
is one of the best bits of political 
writing I know. 

. ’Dre oust important decision 
Donaldson said he over node 
was to many Frances - the au- 
thor of several books an farm- 
ing, together with the life of her 



Donaldson hi 1976: translated passion into action 


father, a memoir of Evelyn 
"Waugh, a superb biography of 
Edward VHX and her study of 
the Marconi Scandal which so 
entranced Grossman. 

Having had a good war and 
being appointed OBE in 1943, 
he returned to farming, first in 
Gloucestershire, then in Buck- 
inghamshire. In 1961 he became 
Honorary Secretary of the Na- 
tianal Association of Discharged 
Prisoners Aid Societies and 
from 1963 to 1969 he was chair- 
man of the Board of Visitors for 
Grendon Prison (a psychiatric 
prison with accommodation for 
some 300 inmates). From 1966 
to 1974 he was the chairman of 
the National Association for the 
Care and Resettlement of Of- 
fenders. As much as any man he 
tr ansfo rmed attitudes towards 
the obligations of society to- 
wards those who had been 
behind bars. 

He was sent to the Lords by 
Harold Wilson in 1967, as Lord 
Donaldson of Kingsbridge. In 
2969 the Government made 
him chairman of the committee, 
which reported in 1970, on Boy 
Entrance and Young Service- 


men in the Armed Forces. His 

t-nllgagngfi mdnrieri Timmy TfiTI ^ 

then head of sport at London 
Weekend Television, Admiral 
Sir Desmond Drey er and Alan 
Thompson, former MP for 
Dunfermline Boroughs, and 
now Professor Emeritus of Ed- 
inburgh University, who told me 
of Donaldson's considerable 
drill as a chairman. 

He saw the system being at 
its least acceptable in the case 
of the young boy who joins up 
at ISteor 16, full of entbusasm, 
unwilling to listen to the cau- 
tions which are honestly given 
to him by the recruiting officer, 
who signs on for nine or 12years 
from the age of 18. Then, if lat- 
er he falls out of love with his 
chosen profession, or perhaps 
into love with a girl who wants 
to have him with her, he finds 
that he cannot adjust to the new 
situation by giving reasonable 
notice and leaving, but is stuck 
with the result of his 16-year-oki 
enthusiasm. 

Donaldson took the view 
that there was nothing truly vol- 
untary about such a situation. 
It was compulsion applied ar- 


bitrarily and selectively to those 
who have made the decision, be- 
fore the law regards them as 
capable of entering into a re- 
sponsible contract. Donaldson 
saw it as indefensible and the 
whole bass of recruitment im- 
proved as a result of his report. 

Ftom 1968 to 1974 be was 
Chairman of the National 
Committee of Family Service 
Units and from 1972 to 1974 of 
the Economical Development 
Committee for the Hotel and 
Catering Industry, to which he 
gave his experience as a direc- 
tor of the British Sugar Cor- 
poration from 1966 to 1974. In 
March 1974 Harold Wilson 
gave him ministerial respons- 
ibility in Northern Ireland. 
He embraced the concept of 
power sharing. 

The ethos of the Labour Par- 
ty as it was in the early 1980s was 
not congenial to Donaldson 
and in 1981 he joined the SDR 
and, seven years later, the lib- 
eral Democrats. On the last oc- 
casion when I talked to him he 
gave the impression that he 
would like to come home to the 
Labour Party. 


- Photograph: Huhon Getty 

From 1975 to 1980 Jack Do- 
naldson was the enormously 
well-loved President of the Roy- 
al Society for Protection of 
Birds, haring had four years’ ex- 
perience on the board of the 
British Federation of Zoos. 
Discussion of ornithology was 
a delight with someone who had 
an all-round knowledge of the 
world which is associated in 
folklore with Leonardo da 
Vinci. 

Tam Dalyell 


John George Stuart Donaldson, 
farmer and poBtidan bom Kings- 
bridge. Devon 9 October 1907; OBE 
1943; director. Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden 1959-74; director ; 
Sadlers Weft 1962-74; Chairman, 
National Associatio n for the Core and 
Resettlement of Offenders 1966-74; 
created 1967 Baron Donaldson of 
Kingsbridge; Chairman, Consumer 
Council 1968-71; Parliamentary 
Under-Secntary of State, Northern 
Ireland Office 1974-76; President, 
RSPB 1975-80; Minster for the Arts 
1976-79; married 1935 Frances 
Lonsdale (died 1994; one son, two 
daughters); (Bed London 8 March 
1998. 


Alex Kramer 


IN 1941- the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers (Ascap), the power- 
ful performing rights organisa- 
tion whose members included 
most of America’s top song- 
writers, went on strike for 
higher royalties. 

The strike, which kepi all As- 
cap music off American radio 
for nearly a year, led to the for- 
mation of Broadcast Music, 
Inc (BMI), a rival licensing 
agency using many unknown 
songwriters. One of those un- 
knowns was a 38-year old Ca- 
nadian named Alex Kramer. 
And so began a career that pro- 
duced “Ffcr Away Places” “Ain't 
Nobody Here But Us Chickens", 
“Comma Ci, Comma Qa". “It’s 
Love, Love, Love", “Candy”, 
and more than 125 other songs. 

Kramer was born in Mon- 
treal, and studied at the city’s 
McGill Conservatory of Music. 
At 17, he began providing piano 
accompaniment for sQent films, 
later forming his own dance 
band, which made many broad- 
casts and played at restaurants 
and hotels all over Canada. He 
look a postgraduate course in 
Paris before coming to New 
York in 1938 to act as vocal 
coach for a music school. Tak- 
ing advanced vocal training at 
the school was Kramer’s future 
wife, an attractive band singer 
named Joan Whitney. She 
showed such a talent for com- 
position that they began writing 
songs together, but publishers 
proved indifferent to their work. 
When the 1941 strike swept all 
Ascap songs from the airwaves, 
Kramer and Whitney were 
signed by BMI. 

In collaboration with the 
lyricist Hy Zaret, they came up 
with “High on a Windy Hill" 
(1941), which became a best- 
selling stogie for Jimmy Dorsey, 
and for the bands of Sammy 
Kaye, Vaughan Monroe and 
Gene Krupa. Krupa also 
recorded the threesome's “It 
All Gomes Back to Me Now” 
(1941), as did the bands of 
Eddy Duchin, Ted Weems and 
Hal Kemp. 

The film Stars on Parade 
should have been called “Mis- 
nomers of 1944" because of the 
conspicuous absence of a single 
star in its cast. It did, however 
introduce Kramer, Whitney 
and Mack David's “It’s Love, 
Love, Love”, which went on to 
become a best-selling record for 
the Guy Lombardo orchestra. 

Despite a - sub-standard 
Mack David lyric (“understands 
me” is hardly an ideal rhyme for 
“candy"), Kramer and Whitney 
had one of their biggest hits with 


“Candy" (1945). Johnny Mer- 
cer. Jo Stafford and the Pied 
Pipers made it a No 1 record, 
and the Four King Sisters 
and Dinah Shore also had 
successful versions. 

Without Mack David, the 
Kramers gave the .Andrews Sis- 
ters a hit in 1946 with the ca- 
lypso number “Money is the 
Root of All Evil (take it awuy. 
take it away, take it away!)” 

Nineteen forty-seven saw 
the founding of the music pub- 
lishing firm of Kramcr-Whitncy. 
Inc. Among their hits as pub- 
lisher/composers were “Love 
Somebody” (1947), which Doris 
Day recorded with Buddy 
Clark, and “That's the Begin- 
ning of the End” ( 1 947). which 
both Benny Goodman and 
Perry Como recorded. The 
Kramers also wrote and pub- 
lished “Far Away Places" 
(1948), which gave Top Ten 
hits to Como, Bing Crosby, Di- 
nah Shore, Margaret Whiting. 
Vic Damon e and Kate Smith. 
The song appeared for 1 9 weeks 
cm America’s Your Hit Parade ra- 
dio show, remaining in the No 
1 position for three of those 
weeks. Unlike most of their con- 
temporaries, Kramer and Whit- 
ney survived the coming of the 
rock era; their “No Other Arms. 
No Other Lips” ( 1 959) was a hit 
for the Chordettes. 

Everything was grist to the 
Kramers’ musical mill; their 
ballad “No Man is an Island” 
(1950) was derived from John 
Donne. “Com/nc Ci, Comirte 
Qa” (1949) was based on a 
French melody by Bruno Co- 
quatrix. and the poignant “My 
Sister and 1" (1941) took its ti- 
tle from a book by Dirk van der 
Heide, who had fled to Amer- 
ica with his sister after the Ger- 
man occupation of Holland. 
“Ain't Nobody Here But Us 
Chickens" (1950), a hit for 
Louis Jordan, was based on an 
old joke. 

In 1991 “Chickens" was in- 
cluded when songs associated 
with Jordan became the basis 
for Clarke Peters’s award- 
winning show Fire Guys Named 
Moe. Then 88 years old, 
Kramer, whose wife Joan had 
died the previous year, took 
great pleasure in the fact that 
a song of theirs was one of 
the highlights of that joyous 
musical 

Dick Vosburgh 

Alex Charles Kramer, fyridst, com- 
poser, pianist, conductor, publisher, 
bom Montreal Canada 30 May 
1903; married Joan Whitney (died 
1990 : one son); died Fairfield, 
Connecticut 10 February 1998. 
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iralia and Athol Rowan of 
South Africa. Laker, by taking 
19 wickets in one Ttsi in 1956, 
became a legend; Johnson went 
on to captain Australia and be- 
come secretary of the Aus- 
tralian Cricket Board; Rowan 
was a hero. 

During the war, as an 18- 
ycar-old volunteer he had 
joined the Transvaal Scottish 
and was taken prisoner at To- 
bruk. Escaping, he volunteered 
to join the South African Air 
Force and while on an officers' 

naming course suffered a severe 
knee injury from an exploding 
mortar bomb. He refused to sir- 
render a cricket career and 
when the Currie Cup competi- 
tion resumed in 1946 he shuf- 


fled up to bowl, his damaged leg 
fortified by an iron brace. 

He was successful enough to 
be chosen for South Africa’s 
lour of England in 1947, a sum- 
mer of unending sunshine and 
flat pitches, ami although he was 
hammered in the Tfesis, 12 wick- 
ets at an average of 59, he fin- 
ished the leading wicket-taker 
(102) and exercised the critics 
with his success against Leu 
Hutton, the batsman regarded 
as having the best defence. 

He and his brother Eric, the 
opening batsman and often a 
member of his leg trap, ap- 
peared together in lOTfestsbut 
Athol’s Ifest career was neces- 
sarily short, bowling, as he of- 
ten did, in pain. He had a tall. 


high action with an unusual grip, 
panning off the index finger and 
holding the ball with the seam 
upright, rather than across, in 
the traditional manner of spin- 
ners. He tina tended to be a tit- 
tle quicker through the air than 
many of his type with extra 
bounce, and his control of the 
seam meant his “arm bail” was 
more difficult to pick. 

He took 24 wickets against 
England in their 1948-49 tour of 
the then Dominion and readied 
his apogpe with the visit of Aus- 
tralia a year later. Bowling for 
Transvaal he took 15 wickets in 
the march, for 68, his fiisl innings 
figures reading 9-19 in 15.4 
overs. A cartilage operation pre- 
vented his playing in the Ifest 


matches but be did tour England 
with the 1951 South Africans, 
taking 5-68 in England’s second 
i nnings of the first Test 

He had an affable, easy- 
going temperament, ideal for the 
sometimes heartbreaking task of 
bowling spin, but at the age of 
30 his physical handicap meant 
be had to retire with 54 wickets 
from his 15 Tests at an average 
of 38 and a score of invisible 
medal ribbons for braveiy. 

AD the great batsmen of his 
day held him in the highest re- 
gard. He took Hutton’s wicket 
1 1 times, more often than Ray 
Lindwall, thus promoting a the- 
ory that Hutton was susceptible 
to off-break bowling. Hutton, in 
turn, regarded him and Laker 


as the two most difficult off- 
spinners to counter. Many, 
would argue that Rowan had 
the edge on good pitches. 

John Ariott, writing on 
Rowan’s retirement, described 
him as “the finest off-break 
bowler in the world": 

He played substantially less than 188 
first-dass matches in which the knee 
injury that was to eventually end his 
career was always both a physical 
handicap and a psychological brake 
which he had consciously to override 
with every ball be bowled. 

And of his bowling in the Leeds 
test in 1947: 

in an atmosphere lib* a steam cham- 
ber he bowled unrelieved for three 
and a half hours cm that batsman’s 
wicket to yield only 89 runs to Hut- 
ton, Whshbiook, Charlie Barnett, BID 
Edrich and Compton ... be earned 


all the five wickets that fell; be took 
only one. 

Rowan had endured seven 
operations on knee and leg 
when he made his last tour in 
1951. According to Ariott, he 
thought he would never get past 
the second Test, at Lord’s, but 
by packing his knee in a parcel 
of cotton wool and plaster he 
made it to the last, at the OvaL 
where he ensured bis place in 
history when Hutton, sweeping, 
lobbed up the ball and then 
swatted at the ball thinking ft 
might fall on his stumps, as Rus- 
sell Endean moved round to 
take the catch. Hutton became 
the only Ifest batsman to be giv- 
en out for obstructing the field. 

Rowan dismissed Peter May 


next ball but England won com- 
fortably, Rowan dragging himself 
off the field “alone and quietly", 
saying to Ariott as he passed: “I 
shall never play again." 

He would have taken great 
satisfaction from the fact that he 
was succeeded by South Africa's 
greatest off-spinner, Hugh 
“Toey" Tayfield, as South African 
cricket entered an era of su- 
premacy that would have made 
them world champions but for 
the baleful advance of apartheid 
and the sanctions that followed. 

Derek Hodgson 

Athol Rowan, cricketer; bom Jo- 
hannesburg 7 February 1921; died 
Somerset West, South Africa 21 Feb- 
ruary 1998. 
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Birthdays 

prince Edward. 34; Sir Lawrence 
Aircv, former Chairman, Board of 
Inland Revenue, 72; Sir Robert 
Bellinger, f ormer Lord Mayor of 
London. 88; Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Brian Burnett, 85; Sir Paul Condon. 
Commissioner, Metropolitan Police, 
SI; Baroness Ealkender, former Pri- 
vate and Political Secretary to Lord 
Wilson of Rievauh, 66; Mr Dwnd 
Fall, ambassador fo Vietnam, 50; Mr 

Fbu TVon&. ptarisL ^ 

Fraser, former chairman of the 
Board of Customs and 70; 
Dame Margaret Fry. p^Mjal 
ember, 67; Mr Barry Gardiner MP, 
41; Rear-Admiral Sr John Gamer, 
Extra Equerry to the Queen, 64; Sir 
Samud Goldman, former semorew- 
.1 servant, Sir Cto^ Hatthc. 
chartered accountant, 8S; MrTfcrry 
Holme*, Wblsh nigty pla yer. 41; Mr 

Hugh Johnson, wine conmwsem^ 

General SirJc^I^anminLfomer 

Onarter Master General Mimary of 

Defence, 64; Mr 

Chief Constable. Humberarat, w; 
Lord Mcmtag^rfOj^ctoOTnm, 
Montague MultmaBOMlJ^^ 
Mr GrSme Odgere, 

m i wspefes and Merger Gom- 

rnission. 64; Sir Michael Strakcr, 
former chairman. 

V&icr, 70; Mr Peter 

mcr Registrar General for England 

and Wales, 62. 

SSK835! 



Anniversaries 
Births: Henry ^ Watson Fender, author 
ot English Usage , 1858. Deaths: Jan 
Garrigue Masaryb, statesman, com- 
mitted suicide 1948. On this day; 
D.W. Griffith's mm In Old Catifor- 
nia was released -die first to be made 
inHol)ywoocll910;SirOswaIdMos- 
ksy was expelled from the Labour ftr- 
ly, 1931; James Earl Ray pleaded 

guilty to the rrmrder of Martin Luther 
King, 1969. Today is Cbmmon- 
wealth Day and the Feast Day of Si 
Anastasia Patricia, St Attains, St 
Codratus and Others. St Droetweus 
or Drone, St Hymelm. St John 
OgOvic, St Kessog. St Macarius of 
Jerusalem and Si Simplicius, pope. 

Lectures 

Gresham College (Barnard's hm 
HaD,li»dmECl):tyofoorIanStcw- 
art: “Queen Dido's Hide", 5 -30pm. 
RIBA (66 Portland Place, London 
Wl]t Enrie MMes ,^ "On Festering", 
6J0pm- 

James Lees- Milne 

The memorial service for James 
Lees-MUne^ w{U be held on Hmrsday 
12 March al the Grosvenor Chapd. 
South Amfley Street, Londoo WL at 
IlJOam, and not 11am as previous- 
ly announced. 

Kane mart • mxn in Ml of Ik* ft— 
MtraMtariMaifcScn*» 

LukIbb WC2- 

Changing of the Guard 


LAW REPORT: 10 march 1998 


Building society’s claims would be struck out 


WtsC Bromwich Building 
Society v Hander Hadley & Co; 
Coart of Appeal (Lord Justice 
MBex. Lord Justice Schfamana and 
Sir Brian NeflQ 27 February 1998 

PROTECTIVE writs issued 
by a building society against so- 
licitors’ firms shortly before the 
expiry of the limitation period, 
daiming indemnity or contri- 
bution in respect of contingent 
claims which bad not been, and 
might never be, made against 
the building society would be 
struck out. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the appeal of the defen- 
dant firm of solicitors against 
the dismissal of its application 
to strike out 382 claims against 
it by the plaintiff building so- 
ciety unless it served a frilly par- 
ticularised statement of claim 
. in respect of each daim,.the 
judge having instead made an 
order on the building society’s 
application staying all further 


procee dings in the claims un- 
til the conclusion of certain 
other lead cases. 

Andrew Sutcliffe (Reynolds Porter 
Chamberlain) for the defendants; 
Andrew HoehhauserQC and liman 
Ffynn (Emsheds. Birmingham) jor 
the building society. 

Lord Justice MiQettsaid that 
m the late 1980s the building 
society had financed approxi- 
mately 2,100 home income 
plans which had been pro- 
moted by independent finan- 
cial advisors and sold to private 
home owners. The rise in in- 
terest rates and collapse in 
property values in the early 
1990s had destroyed the via- 
bility of many of the plans, 
causing loss to a large number 
of home owners. 

The Investors Compensa- 
tion Scheme, as assignee of 
danns which had been made by 
home owners against an 
ihsovent financial adviser, had 


brought proceedings against 
the building society. In each 
case the building society had 
brought daims for indenmity or 
contribution from the soliriiors 
who had undertaken the con- 
veyancing on its behalf. It bad 
brought 710 fully pleaded 
daims against 163 firms. Of 
those, 14 lead cases had been 
selected and were currently be- 
ing heard, the remaining cas- 
es having been stayed pending 
their determination. 

The appeal concerned a 
further 47 writs against 382 
firms of solicitors, all con- 
cerning cases in which the 
home owners had not to date 
made or . notified any claim 
against the building sodety, and 
might never do so. 

The outcome of the lead 
cases would facilitate the 
speedy resolution of the other 
stayed actions where the par- 
ties had been identified and the 
buildmg society's daims fully 


pleaded, but would not assist 
the building sodety in identi- 
fying which of the claims with 
which the appeal was con- 
cerned it wished to pursue, nor 
enable it to plead them. 

There was no true compar- 
ison between the stayed actions 
and those with which the pre- 
sent appeal was concerned. 
From the building sodety’s 
point of view, the appeal was 
concerned with the most con- 
venient way of dealing with a 
number of potential daims. 
From the point of view of the 
firms of solicitors, however, 
there was only one case, name- 
ly that which had been brought 
against iL It had been charged 
with negligence and was oblig- 
ed to report the matter to its 
insurers. It had, however, only 
been told that it might have 
been negligent in some un- 
specified respect; that if so it 
might have caused loss to a par- 
ticular client, who might bring 


a claim against the building so- 
ciety at some time m the future; 
and that if such a claim were 
to be successful the building 
society would claim to be 
indemnified by the firm. 

It was an abuse of the 
process to bring proceedings 
when there was no present in- 
tention of prosecuting them 
and when the plaintiff was un- 
aware of any valid basis for its 
claim. An in dividual writ would 
be struck out as a matter of 
course in such circumstances. 
Why should it make a differ- 
ence that there were several 
hundred of them? It was not for 
the courts to extend the limi- 
tation period in hard cases by 
permitting writs to be issued at 
a time when the plaintiff was 
unaware of any valid basis for 
the claim. Hie judge's order 
would be set aside and the or- 
der sought by the defendant 
substituted. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Nothing’s 
a patch on 
will power 


Smokers spend £32m a year on nicotine substitutes, 
but do they really work? Milly Jenkins reports 


TOMORROW is No Smoking Day. Many 
of Britain's 12 million smokers will pause 
when ihev see Ihe “Ready. Steady. Stop" 
posters, and for one melancholy moment 
think about bow they really ought to slop. 
Eleven million of them will snap out of it, 
shrugging the thought off with a reassur- 
ing, “I'll do it next week/monthtyear." But 
one million of them, the ones who have 
really had enough, will go for it. 

Most of them will depend on will pow- 
er, but about a quarter will use some form 
of nicotine replacement therapy (NRX) - 
gum. patches, nasal sprays or the “fash- 
ionable" new inhalalors. which look like 
plastic cigarette-holders - some of the guests 
at last month’s Brit Awards were spotted 
having a drag on band-pointed inhalalors. 

Whether they got through the night with- 
out succumbing to the real thing is anoth- 
er question. The depressing truth is that 
although these products do increase your 
chances of giving up, the success rate is low. 
Pharmacia & Upjohn. Ihe makers of Lhe 
market leader Nicoreite, say using NRX 
“typically doubles or triples the success rates 
when compared to those smokers who quit 
using will power alone". What the trials 
show is that people using will power have 
a success rate of L-3 per cent for every quit 
attempt, while those using NRT have a 5- 
10 per cent chance of stopping. 

The more positive evidence is that 
people who join specialist smoking clinics, 
as well as using NRX have a much higher 
chance of stopping - up to 20-25 per cent 
m some trials. This is compared to a 10- 
12 per cent success rate for people attending 
clinics without using NRX The trouble is 
there are very few clinks. As there is no 
funding available, they depend on the en- 
thusiasm of the medical staff who run them. 

But most people using NRT are baying 
it over the counter, getting only minimal 
advice from the pharmacist Apart from the 
nasal spray. NRT is not available on pre- 
scription and, given the 90 per cent failure 
rate for using it without support, seems ex- 
pensive. The NRT market is worth about 
£32.4m a year in the UK. Nfcorette’s gum 


costs about £15 for a week’s worth and £180 
for the recommended three months. The 
inhalator starter pack ts £5.95, with cartridge 
refills costing £19.95 a week. 

“NRT is the only method proven to 
work," says Gillian Riley, an addiction coun- 
sellor and NRT sceptic. “But only drug com- 
panies can afford to do trials. There is no 
research into other techniques.'’ Her main 
abjection to NRT is the implication that 
physical withdrawal from nicotine is a sig- 
nificant part of giving up, and that the so- 
lution is to maintain nicotine levels in the 
bloodstream. “Stopping smoking is pri- 
marily a mental process," she says. “Nico- 
tine leaves the body less than 24 hoars after 
the last cigarette. Unless you deal with the 
psychological side, the conflict between 
wanting a cigarette and wanting to give up, 
it's always going to be difficult." 

Smokers, certainly, seem to perceive 
NRT as being useful This may be because 
of the £6_5m Pharmacia & Upjohn spend 
on advertising every year, or because of their 
awn experience of trying to stop. A survey 
of smokers, published yesterday by the or- 
ganisers of National No Smoking Day, 
found that 44 per cent wanted cheaper, sub- 
sidised NRX Second on their wish list, was 
more smoking clinics. 

But Dr Andrew Sherwood, who runs a 
clinic at his Kings Lynn practice, says per- 
suading people to get help is incredibly dif- 
ficult. Even though two-thirds of smokers 
say they want to stop, most of them are in 
a “pre-contemplative" stage. “That means 
they want to stop, just not now,” he says. 

Although doubtful about NRT"s worth, 
he would like to be able to prescribe it. “It 
would at least provide an opening gambit 
to talk about smoking, which on the whole 
people are reluctant to do. But what we 
need is better techniques for dealing with 
the psychological side," he says. “What I 
tell people is that it will help them stop, but 
it won't help them stay topped - that it will 
get them about 10 to 15 yards in an 100- 
yard race.” 

Days daze, page 17 



Caught in a trap: the money smokers spend on gums, patches and inhalators may be better spent on specialist help 

‘Patches didn’t take away the urge’ ‘It’s a psychological battle, not physical’ 


*TM A REALLY dedicated 
smoker. I just love it. I've only 
bad two serious attempts at giv- 
ing up-ooce using patches, once 
after seeing Alan Out’s stop 
smoking video," says Emma 
Messenger, 27, who smokes 20 
a day and has no intention of try- 
ing to give up again soon. “The 
patches were OK. You can feel 
it seeping in, but it didn't take 
away the urge in those mo- 
ments when you catch sight of a 
box of Marlboro, or you're get- 
ting ready to go out.” 

She lasted two weeks, before 
having a puff at a party and find- 


ing herself back as a frill-time 
smoker before she knew it. “I’d 
already cheated a few times, 
smoking when I had the patch 
on, a bit like Patsy inAbsoltdc- 
fy Fabulous." 

Watching Alan Carr, she 
says, was a “near religious ex- 
perience" and she stuck it out 
for six weeks. She recently had 
a go on a friend’s inhalator. 
“Disgusting. Tve never coughed 
so much in all xny fife. Next time 
Ido it, ni watch Alan Can: again, 
and then go cold turkey. 

“I reckon if s all about trick- 
ing your mind." 


“I HAVE to stand still and 


viy, who gaver op smoking sev- 
en weeks ago. “T fight and 
argue, teffingraysetfldotft want 
to smoke." Now S3 1 , he had his 
first cigarette at 16 and had been 
smoking 60 a day, costing 1 him 
£70 a week. Having just retired 
from teaching, he decided it was 
time to stop, and contacted 
Quit who told him about a 
clinic at St George’s Hospital in 
south London. He did a group 
course there for six weeks which 
advised using some sort of moo- 
tine replacement. 


“Tve found the gum is pret- 
ty helpful, although the moral 
support is just as important. Fd 
tried gum before but thought it 
was a complete waste of tone, 
probably because I didnt fcnow 
how to use it property .. . lalso 
drought it was a substitute for 
smoking, which ifsnofc- 
“You’ve got to go off anddo 
something else, some pamting 
or use the computer: Thai urge 
is gradually going -away but 
when if comes, now about every 
two or three-days, I it fed&iike 
more of a psychological battle 
than physical one." 


A pain for 
men only 


-I EXPERIENCED two weeks < f fever, 
terrible pain and passed blood mff f urine. 
I was hospitalised but then senth ne be- 
cause I was told the problem wap’ ifficult 
to treat*. 

“I had five months off work, tc k a va- 
riety of drugs - many of wluc made: 

tilings worse -and, without mci nation, 

I still feel realty iD, lingty all over, sk , numb 
and in a lot of pain. ■ 

“Allhough I have good and bad ays, it's 
still tough going few me”. 

Jon Beniardes, 46, has been afl cted by 

alittieJmownbutsuipriangtyconu mconr 
ditiou called prostatitis, one of sm ral dis- 
eases targeting that small but irou iesome 
male organ at the base of the bl3« ler, the 
prostate gland. The symptoms vai from a 
short-lived flu-like infection with sc >c paw- 
ing of blood to a chronic condii in that 
often causes severe pain around t : pelvis 
and beyond. 

While prostate cancer has rec atty re- 
ceived belated media and medical : cation, 
non-life-threatening prostate a ditkros 
like prostatitis and benign pros itic hy- 
perplasia (BPH) -a swelling of th< roseate 
often leading to severe urinary {oblems 
— have remained what Bemar s calls 
“Onderfella" diseases: little-urn xstood, 
under-researched, poorly publicist and in- 
adequately treated. 

Today, however, these conditio »w3S re- 
ceive some much-needed att^nl >n. The 
Men's Prostate Health Project, ba id at the 
University of Wolverhampton ai 1 co-or- 
dinated by Bernardes, is puWii Jng the 
first-ever survey of men affecec by non- 
cancerous prostate problems arc holding 
a conference in London to fisruss the 
results. \ 

The survey, which looked t tty: expe- 
riences of 565 men, dispels the ommon be- 
lief that those with prostate pnblons are 
a collection of Private Godfrey, geriatric 
gents forever rushing off to tis toilet. 

in feet, prostatitis is though to affect 
up to one-third of men aged.2>|50 while 
a similar proportion of menage over 50 
suffer from benign prostatic tyyj iiplasia. 
or BPH. ‘ • M ' 

The findings reflect the dc&np c effects 
on men’s lives. Andalthbogftw* thirds of 
men felt their doctors were gma illy sym- 
pathetic, many said GPs and iroto^sts were 
unwiDmg to respond to eaityyn^jfoms, did 
not always carry out suffidot craps, gave 
conflicting advice or made i 
ineffective interventions. 


Peter Bilker 

For details of the Prostate He _ 
send two first doss stamps toPHA, fang- 
worth, Lincoln LN3 5DF. 1 
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DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


FOLLOWING the phenom- 
enal success of Tibs and Fibs 
(Channel 5, passim). I've been 
inundated with requests to de- 
vise an even more cerebral 
medical quiz. Here’s my first 
effort, a direct copy of the one 
nobody can do on Radio 4. 

The Round Medicine Quiz 

How would you get from dirt to 
asthma to the Berlin WaR to 
homeopathy to vaccination to 
West Africa to asthma {again) 
to death to £2.340 to struck off 
patients to autism to 1976? 
Pve no idea. 

Welt then, have a go. 

Why should I? 

Because this is a half-hour 
quiz and we've only managed 
to fill 30 seconds of U. 

That’s not my problem 
Look, we've got you all the way 
down fiom Doncaster, fedyou, 
wined you and given you the 
chance to dune on national 
television. 

Virgin trains to soggy felafel 
to Blue Nun UK Living... 
Lottie, my career depends on 
this -Ican't afford anotherfidi- 
ure or HI be back in the surgery 
looking at verrucas 24 hours a 
day. So either yougrew up and 
do die quiz or... 

Or what? 

Or I stick this bloody great nee- 
dle straight in your eye. 

Fair enough. Dirt to asthma 
was in lhe papers. 

And what’s the Bnk? 

I’ve just said. They were both 
in the paper in the same sto- 
ry. Are you deaf? 

No, but what was the story? 

I dunno. The' headline said 
‘'dirt-asthma link" but I didn’t 
read the article. .. 


The show where 
every needle 
earns a point 


Have a guess then. 

Dirty children who never wash 
get lots of asthma . 

No, quite the reverse in facL A 
study by the Institute of Quid 
Health at Bristol University 
found that children who bath 
every day and wash their hands 
more than 5 times a day ok 25 
per cent more likefy to get asth- 


Cities in West 
Germany had 
asthma rates 
double those in 
the East — because 
East German 
kids’ immune 
systems were 
properly primed 

ma than their peers. 
Presumably that's because the 
kids need to experience a few 


terns primed property so they 
don’t over-react to. allergens 
when they get older. 

For yes. How did you... 

And when the Berlin wall 
came down, it was expected 
that asthma rates would be 
much higher in the dirty, pol- 
luted East than the squeaky 
dean West, but in feet cities 
In \\fest Germany had asthma 

rates of two and a half times 
those in the East. 

Why was that then? 

Because East German kids 
come from larger families, 
get more driidbood infections 
and use fewer antibiotics. So 


once again, their immune sys- 
tems get property primed. 
Pollution can trigger asthma 
attacks but isn't a primary 
cause - did you know asthma 
is just as common on the Isle 
of Sky-as in inner London? 
No. Have a bonus mark. 
Thank you. Now, has extract 
• of Berlin Wall been used as a 
homeopathic remedy? 

Yes for... 

No, let me guess, lb reunify 
a patient’s symptoms or psy- 
chological state... 

Wtttdone. 

■And vaccination is there, I 
presume, because like 
homeopathy it works on the 
principle of treating like with 
like ... 

only homeopathy doesn't 
work. Haha ha. . 

I disagree. There’s an in- 
creasing body of evidence to 
suggest it may have an effect 
in conditions such as hay 
fever. 

A point off for being a smart 
arse. 

Now West Africa and vacci- 
nation. Vlfcsn't there a study 
that children who were vacci- 
nated against measles were 
twice as likely to develop asth- 
ma in later childhood than 
those who had measles infec- 
tion. 

So way the immunisation pro- 
gramme stopped? 

No, because children who 
weren’t varinated were much 
more likely to die from 
measles, especially if they 
were poorly nourished or 
chronically 31- 
And what about the UK? 
Between 1970 and 1988, up- 
feke of the vaccine was 
patdiy and there were on av- 


erage 13 deaths pi 
fiom measles ant 
children with pi_ 
brain damage. - Shce 
most GPS have Emm 

per cent of eligibfc ; 

and deaths have fattelt to 
less than two a yik. I 
And what made G& increase 
their immunisatiorkates? * 
Money. CnrrenttyGPs get 
£2340 forhitrmg he 90 per 
cent target. This tys helped 
reduce deaths notjust from 



' lio, whooping cotgfr, con- 
genital rnbelfe anctAtanus: 
On the downside, ante par- 
ents don’t feel they <et an m r 
formed choice wtyn itheir 
doctor has a pecuriaiy m- 
centive to jab the kds and a 
few have been strui off the 
list for refusing (aid hence 
jeopardising the taget pay- 
ment). 

So what about autistt? 

I’ve no idea if it’s Inked to 
the MMR vaccine -but giv- 
en the media scare* would 
be even more unresonable 
to strike a family rff who 
didn’t want it. At preeot Tin 
unconvinced by he evi- 
dence and will - coninue to 
have my kids imaunised 
but I know GPs who've 
stopped. 

Remember 1976? 

There was a scare 
about whooping coogl vaccine 
and brain damage, and al- 
“Obgb a later study fond that 
lasting damage wasw rare as 
to be uuquaatifiabtov8cx£ 1 
nation rates droppedli 30 per 

«nt oyer SOOjwO^hildreii', 
went down with .w%bpiajSf 
cough and at least ^ 

' ■ ' • I' 
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The tabloid hyenas say 
she’s lost her way. Not 
so, says Suzanne Moore. 
She knows exactly 
where she's going 


IT IS a strange thing to be nearly 40 and 
still find yourself dancing around in your 
bedroom to a pop record, especially 
when that music is made by a woman of 
much the same age, who was never, ever 
going settle for mere 15 minutes of fame. 
Madonna has been famous for 15 years. 
During that time she bas grown up a lot 
- and so have I, but dearly not enough to 
feel unexcited by the release of her best 
record in years. Ray of Light 

There are, of course, the begrudgers. 
Madonna, we have been told recently by 
interviewer after interviewer, isn't as 
beautiful as you thmfc she is. She is not 
even sexy. She wore a blanket for one en- 
counter with the press, for goodness 
sake. She has gone grungy, her hair is a 
mess. She looks positively crusty. She bas 
become a hippy. I have read all these things 
in the last few weeks. The sub-text to all 
this is that a successful women can nev- 
er be truly happy, and worse - the most 
dreadful thing that can ever happen to a 
woman has happened to her - she has let 
herself go. 

Well, yes, she has let herself go, but not 
in the way that the tabloid hyenas mean. 
Madonna is freer than she ever was and 
she looks amazing. Don't tell me that this 
is simply because she bos been pho- 
tographed by Mario Testino, the man who 
reputedly produces a post-coital glow in 
even’ woman he snaps. She looks fabulous 
because she is fabulous. Motherhood has 
not ruined her - if Testmo’s recent Vani- 
ty Fair pictures of her with her baby, Lour- 
des, are anything to go by, it may have even 
made her relax a little. The queen of the 
treadmill has taken up yoga. Maybe she 
is even becoming a little more flexible. 

Madonna's embracing of the ethereal 
rather than material side of life has been 
rubbished, too. She has gone all cosmic 
because spirituality is the fashion acces- 
sory <iti jour. Yoga, the Kabbalah, hennaed 
Sanskrit symbols on her hands'? Is it any 
different to her Eighties interest in 
coisetiy? Is all this going with the New Age 
flow any deeper, any more meaningful 
than Edina Monsoon’s chanting and crys- 
tal healing? What next - Liam Gallagher 
becomes a Quaker? Is she guilty of just 
doing that raid-life pop star trip, like every 
other superstar before her, of getting a re- 
ligion. preferably an Eastern one, to 
stave off a mid-life crisis? 

But for Madonna an interest in faith 
and mysticism is hardly new. She was 


: -SliojV ;j,v. . \ .u, v ; . v "w :• . - i - , •• - •• - ■ - s - ^ ■ 
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/ >Ev^ut«mofi star: Madoririain T?98 
{friaSii picture), Lite a Virgin, party in 


V' / 'YSuiitier' conical bratduring the 


, _ lo her tacest video; frozen, taken 

V fitoirn.tte^ " 


formed entirely by her Catholicism and 
every move she made, every symbol she 
dangled in front of us was her way of pub- 
licly losing her religion. Long before she 
became an icon herself she understood the 
value of iconography, hardly surprising in 
one named after the blessed Virgin her- 
self. 

The charge, as always, is that she is not 
to be taken seriously, that she is a fake. 
If this is true then she has been faking it 
for so long that we wonder if even she can 
tell the difference any more, because there 
is no one on the planeL who knows more 
about image and artifice than this woman. 
For all these years she has teased us with 
the prospect of showing us the real 


Madonna, of opening her heart as well as 
her legs to the world. While she shod one 
veil of femininity, sho mysic riously draped 
herself in another. 

Yet the more she revealed, the Icsbrvvv 
knew. The one thing thai I was sure of af- 
ter having seen the movie In Red 'with 
Madonna was that she.was more real per- 
forming on stage than when she was “be- 
ing herself” off it. We saw just what she 
wanted us to sec. and Warren Beattys fa- 
mous remark (hal shc was not living if she 
was “off camera” stnek in our heads, be- 
cause at the end of the day we knew that 
Ms Ciccone. control freak extraordinaire, 
had allowed that remark to be rrexrrded 
on camera. 


- It Is this detormraation both to exploit, 
and explore her invrifome jrid its conse- 
quents* that makes heresd utterly com- 
pelling. The nat ure of. fame is a subject 
that •• mr artists and novelists still struggle 
with - the meaning of cciebrity. thc life 
examined and examined vet agaitL And- 
here in the eye of the storm; itie most fa- 
mous woman in the w-orid is dcringit for 
herself: “1 traded fame for lovcT. is the first . 
line of the new album. Ray of Light is a 
collection of songs about love and lone- 
liness and the impossibility of making in- 
timate connect ions when yciu are carrying 
around liie baggage u! ntcgu-suirdom. It 
is also about what it isto bothlosea moth-, 
cram! to become a mother. 1 Some critics 


may have -described it sixthfonn po- 
ctry. but these lyrics were.dever meant to 
be poetry; "they are pop songs abve with 
the great wasjt of mood and rhythm and 
: life- fore? that.-only . tauste -can bring. 
Madonna knows in her very soul that the; 
dance floor isa magical place, not because 
she belongs to the chemical generation, 
but bwxiusesbe knows abdutthcoJche- 
my of sex^ahibitiou and female desire that 
drove her there in die fust place. ^Goly 
when you are^dancirigcan you feel ithis 
free -;".; 7 

. . • It is this knowledge that fe the source - 
of her power, what makes her sc« irresistible ; 
to women and so unsettling for her de- 
tractors: When Madonna, a woman so 


• 1 obviously in control of he r -own dcst inv. 

■ spoke of desire, shedid so aggrc»wcly in 

coni^dWs^tTv rnasturbatory dance- sc- 
S-.quedccs.in herlLiimiihgiif Latino lovers 

- ; afld^a^ rag*a^erj,'; - - - 

• ; :«Wfttan she decided to turn herself 
firom a sexual subject nub -a sex object for 

' her book 5es, a ttvck slit how regards as 
■■■ anacrof rebellion. she was derided.lt was 
..thought- that she reicalciiAbo much? as 
: though, showing her naked body was. the ' 
jpanw as barihg hersouf. : The critics held - 
_ uplieforeusthc holy trinity of failure - 
: Tthedvbr-hyped sex book, a contrivtd eht- 
;• aiogueVcif Yahoo, busting', the mediocre 
'. optica album and a disastrous role in 
! ^Body of Evidence. - : 

: > : Then she did samet^ng truly stiock- 
; ; lkgi She learnt how to sing. She made Evi- 

- ia anillhcn. she hud t be much longed-for 
. loVeAAHAV . • 

Y • ■rNbffoF her the passive Bridget fnnes- 

• style' Lidking of tbe hiojogical riiick. She 
' would hdve a. baby, evert ff it moanl being 

v .a single parent, and like Jodie Foster she 
is rich and foinous-and clever enough to 
‘ifcrll^Myrtielh^Td^ pleas- 

1 ’ - We love ' Madonna ^ as" we loved 
Priwxss Diana v- because of her flaws, be- 
cause she bangs on about ‘her urihappj -- 
diildhood, her failed relationships; aix>uf 
‘ • the sheer looelincss t»F"ihc Umg-disiancc 

• rxJebrity.' We see a woman who, tike Di- 
ana, has it allbtit who says sometimes she 

? fcefe empty ireijcteY . ' . 

; And we see. a sur- rvor. Madonna hes 
: i6de mistakes. Tonkal had, looked gArdi 
,-l^s been too poor to take the Subway, loo 
/famous to leave the house. She is a star 
; and will be .for a yciy long lime; Her .sex- 
ualily is a work m progress. Suddenly she 
cool 'enough to appear on the ft on; of 
AWE -she is the mother of all pop - nnd 

- even shine on the euLbedral of Liek-thai 
is the National Liatery show. She even cot 
awdy withsinging /Xndrew Lloyd tyehlvr 

;■ songs. Here shc is again at number one. 
Vibe etherSa) giri sriR pushing more pn’d- 

- : uct than ever. 

'y- . 'fo sce^wrenan free form the need 
for apprtiyiil ,is stifl a rare :uul beautiful 
thing, Slie does v*uct!>. w’uat she waa»> 

. vriien shewarus. ft ’doesn’t rcaify mutter 
.-’.what we think Of heir. “Nothing really 
matters” she sings on Ray of fjgiu. and 
1 you foiow she means it.' Which is 
precise ly why she continues ti « matter so 
' much. 


‘That neglected dog broke my heart’ 


REVELV^^ 


The time: Spring 1993 
The place: Wimbledon 
The woman: Annette Crosbio 



“I'M ALMOST 64, unfortu- 
nately I know myself pretty 
well by now and it is not a com- 
fortable position to be in. I 
would prefer to be different in 
many so ways frum the person 
I am. Especially now that I have 
a crusade. I wish I were more 
analytical and quieter - because 
I (end to go in with all guns blaz- 
ing and that's not a good idea. 
Ire done it all my life and I 
don't seem to he able to alter. 

I’ve always been passionate. 
I'm exhausted by the Lime I fin- 
ish the Sunday newspapers, 
but until about five years ago 
I've never felt strongly enough 


about anything to campaign. I 
just happened to read an appeal 
for homes for ex-racing grey- 
hounds. Up to that moment I 
hadn't given them a thought. 

I went to the kennels where 
there were a lot of young grey- 
hounds barking and jumping 
around in a pen. The rc-homer 
went away and came back with 
this dog whose coal was dulL he 
had fleas, his nose was all crust- 
ed. He looked a pretty sorry 
sight. However, I didn't realise 
just how big a problem I'd tak- 
en on until wo took him 
through the front door of the 
house: he walked down the 
hallway into the kitchen, 
slipped on the cork tile floor, 
panicked, lent against the nenr- 
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est cupboard and couldn’t be 
moved. Ir was a revelation be- 
cause that dog broke my heart 
and changed my life. 

We called him Tali, alter 
Jacques Till He was only young 
when wc got him. Although 
greyhounds start racing at IS 
months, they retire about three 
and that's all the life ihe> have 
on the track. When I touched 
bim it completely spooked him 
- he had never been cuddled, 
never been played with and 
didn't know what toys are for. 
I found myself with an animal 
that 1 knew nothing about, flow 
it had been treated nor its tem- 
perament, because it takes 
along time for their personali- 
ty to come through. 

Fortunately, although I 
didn't know it at the time, grey - 
hounds are the steadiest, gen- 
tlest. quietest doss. Erenlually 

there did come a day when Tati's 
eyes lit up and his tail did 
wag -because they don’t when 
you first gel them. They are 
like institutionalised human iw- 
ings. 

These days. 1 live with my 
daughter, who ftmunaleh is as 
crazy about greyhounds as I tint 
because we’ve now taken on an- 
other two. I disemered that 
there are thousands *>i dugs 
looking for homes but people 
won’t take them on because 
there are myths about the breed: 
they will need a lot of exercise 
(greyhounds arc bred for bursts 
of speed nut stamina - two 
waits of 20 minutes is ail Uiev 
need ) they will chase and kill any- 
thing that runs (not true - all my 
greyhounds walk » «IT the lead ;utd 
I never have any problems). 

I get very angry about people 
who rare grcyhi.kmds. if the 


dog*, are injured, they sire often 
put down because its cheaper. 
Every v.cek healthy and fit ani- 
m;dK are ilestruyed by vets be- 
e;«use their ■•peed lias dropped. 
Or even worse, there are dt^left 
on the \o-kshire moors with 
mii/zflcN i in and just left losirurel 
Itsohscenc. I don't know how 
people on do that. Some own- 
ers cm the -.Mrs . -if their dogs, so 
iltct e.u» it* <i !v kleiiuiledby Uieir 
iaii'S'S. and liirovv them into the 
sex or ::lli iv. iIktu to be used for 
experimenis. 

Campaigning lias become 
my raiN.tr. d'etre in a way that 
acting has never been. It's just 
a job I do. although always to 
the best ot tny ability, which Is 
no: inconsiderable after 41! odd 
years of experience. I nev er lake 
my work tionie with me and I 
don't give it a thought when I'm 
u-H doing it. 

People say that I’m suc- 
cessful. hut 1 don't see it. I've 
done one situation comedy 
wTtieii is hugely popular and I'm 
instantly recognisable on the 
streets. Real success is some- 
I’odv like Jtuli Dench or Mag- 
gie Smith, who I'm currently 
wiii-Line with, or ending ihi:, 
dirty greyhound racing industry 
;t!l i licet her. 

My mother was like. this 
lot*, she wu> pas-ionaie about 
even thing and as a child I just 
wished she w oiild stop and gK-e 
me siime peace and quiet. Now 
my daughter leaves the nxirn 
when l gel on my high horse. Or 
she can be very crafty and say: ' 
“you're upsetting the dogs!" 
Ann ah CrtnNc ?v currently in 
‘.4 Hatawe winch is a! 

thv VwtHK to . a al. Haymarkct 
nmii l April. 

fntsmeur by Andrew C MarshaS 
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Drum-beating will 
not help Kosovo 

TELEVISION pictures of lanks on village streets, harrowing stories of fam- 
ilies split a pan by brutal policemen, the bloody evidence of ethnic con- 
flict ... no wonder that the drum is being beaten for foreign intervention 
in Kosovo. The American Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, bas been 
vocal and she has been echoed by the British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook. 
She talks ominously of the Milosevic regime “paying the price". 

This, however, is dangerous language and the British government should 
think very carefully before associating' itself so closely with the American 
line that all the world is a potential target for militaiy intervention. To stick 
to President Clinton over Iraq like Brer Rabbit to the far Baby is one thing 
but over Kosovo the British government -pro tern president of the Euro- 
pean Union - risks another deep rift between the European powers which 
would expose, once again, the pretentious talk of a “common" European 
foreign policy. 

Loose talk about intervention also gives an incentive to the Kosovo Al- 
banian insurgents to up the ante -the more Serbs they can kill and tbe more 
ground they can claim prior to such an intervention. the bettertheir prospects. 
There ore dear analogies between tbe situation in Kosovo and that in Yu- 
goslavia as a whole before it broke up. Some experts suggest the lessons from 
Bosnia are clean intervene now to prevent major ethnic bloodshed later. They 
would, however, be more convincing if they also described what kind of arrange- 
ment of slates and ethnic groupings intervention is intended to create. Look 
at Bosnia, hanging on as an entity by the skin of the teeth of British and oth- 
er Nato troops. To say that intervention is about keeping the peace alone wfll 
not do. The Albanian majority in Kosovo deserve protection from abuse, to 
be sure, hut do they deserve a landlocked statelet which would be econom- 
ically unviable? Even the Americans do not contemplate that. 

The United States, which already has forces on the ground in the Balka- 
ns. in Bosnia and Macedonia, cannot be the universal policeman; once the 
policeman starts getting shot at (and Serbian passion over Kosovo should 
not be underestimated or written oft as some ploy by Slobodan Milose- 
vic) then he is likely to withdraw. 

Mr Milosevic is a cruel opportunist with no vision to offer the Serbs. But 
he operates in troubled waters. The European Unkm countries cannot agree 
on sanctions, let alone militaiy intervention. The Russians are more close- 
ly exercised by their ethnic kin in Serbia than they are about Iraq. In such 
circumstances the very phrase “international community" (much loved by 
our Foreign Secretary) does not have a great deal of meaning Britain and 
the United States and perhaps Germany might make financial sanctions ef- 
fective in the long nan; Russia and Greece are hardly in a position to lend 
Belgrade money. Such pressure should be applied immediately and tightly 
but ought not to be accompanied by belligerent promises that might lead 
the Albanian insurgents to imagine a white knight will come to their rescue. 


Parental panic on TV 



EVER SINCE Bill and Bert, parents have been the worst critics of children’s 
television. The puppets mis-spoke, they were not intelligible - most of the 
criticisms levelled at the Teletubbies were anticipated at the dawn of the chil- 
dren’s television age. Children in front of the screen become typecast as vic- 
tims. things to be manipulated by advertisers, animators and the Woodentops. 
But listen to children themselves. Their huge capacity to understand the medi- 
um, to ironise and challenge its conventions is often neglected. The second 
World Summit on television for children, which opened in London yester- 
day, will do well not to underestimate children's televisual literacy. “Dumb- 
ing down" is an attractive argument for adults, who tend to forget h was 
their own parents who first alleged h. Has there been a generation since Adam 
when parents have not fretted about the cultural condition of their offspring? 

Not all change is for the worse, but neither ought it to be uncritically ac- 
cepted. Children success to the Internet can be a tool for acquiring new knowl- 
edge: equally it cun augment those forces in the modem world which make 
childhood innocence so short-lived. There are trends afoot in television which 
favour animation against drama and factual programmes. You do not have 
to fondly recollect Blue fitter of old to believe that programming for children 
should - as for adults - offer a rich mix. Wdl-Lo-wall cartoons, the potential 
result of ghcitoisatkm on children's channels with low budgets, bore them. 

■An academic study by Sonia Livingstone suggests British teenagers do 
live a rather different life from their contemporaries elsewhere In Europe. 
A "bedroom culture" would be worrying if it implied young people were 
growing up autistic, asocial But other studies have suggested teenagers also 
often fail prey to peer pressure. And spare a thought for the teenager for 
whom privacy, in your own bedroom, is the most important thing in the 
world. Are British young people more materialistic? Parents do face brand- 
name pressure, to be sure - which tends to be all the sharper among those 
on low incomes. But not all children arc acquisitive monsters; not all so 
lack sensitivity for their parents’ feelings or their families circumstances that 
they insist they cannot live without Nike or DicscL Conversation about young 
pciiple’s tastes goes on incessantly - but the most important thing is that, 
in families and in society at large, we ensure it is not one-sided: that chil- 
dren's aspirations and judgements arc sought and carefully weighed- 


PICTURE OF TH E DAY 





The Dfe-size granite sculpture “Wound ed Elephant*, by Ronald Rac, which was installed yesterday in Regent^ Park, London Photograph: David Rose 

A 9x12 print of this photograph can be ordered on 0171-293 2534 


Serbia’s path to war 

REFERRING to the Kosovan Lib- 
eration Army as “shady” (“Cook plea 
falls on deaf ears as Serb police blitz 
villages”, 6 March) lends credence 
to the Serb notion that they are a ter- 
rorist group. Terrorists are military 
units which mercilessly attack inno- 
cent civilians outside their own 
country (or foreigners within it) to 
draw attention to their cause. The 
KLA are defending their homes 
and famili es against an interna] ag- 
gressor and frying to fight their way 
back to the semblance of democra- 
cy they enjoyed under Tito. 

If Slobodan Milosevic continues 
down this path -a course which has 
been escalating for years -the result 
win involve several other countries in 
the region and perhaps even Tbikey, 
making Boanalook like a picnic. Such 
a war (specifically the hundreds of 
thousands of displaced refugees) will 
be felt throughout Europe for many 
years to come and one way or another, 
we will pay for iL 
CLAUDIA ROYSTON 
London SW19 

I HAVE recently returned from the 
area around the city of Viikovar, 
which in January passed from the UN 
back to Croat control. The Croat 
campaign of terror against the Serb 
refugees began the very next day, 
with the aim of ethnically cleansing 
them from the area. 

On ray return I was naively sur- 
prised to find no mentioa of there and 
other horrors, although I have since 
noticed a small and obscure para- 
graph cm the subject "VWth tbe actions 
of the Serbs in Kosovo on the front 
page (9 March), would 1 be wrong in 
assuming that if the situation in 
Vhkovar had been the reverse and the 
Croats had been the victims, the cov- 
erage might have been greater? 

It is easy to identify a “baddie” 
and stkdc to that choice, but no one 
ethnic group has a monopoly on evil 
and aggression. We do the Balkans 
□o favours by demonising the Serbs 
and presenting a complicated con- 
flict in simplistic terms. 

ALISON M DRAPER 
Sevenoaks, Kent 
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End of estate agents? 

ONE MUST welcome your leading 
article (5 March) on the need for re- 
form of baying and selling houses, 
but shoring up a basically unsound 
system with rules and regulations is 
unlikely to provide a solution. There 
is a straightforward way of putting 
things to rights. 

Estate agents are about the only 
middle-men in the market who don’t 
hold their own stock - because, 
they say, they can't afford to - and 
their clients therefore have to bor- 
row heavily to cover the transfers 
over which they preside. Agents 
also have a vested interest in hold- 
ing out for high prices, thus forcing 
them up; since they charge a per- 
centage for their “services". 

Why not empower local author- 
ities to buy and sell houses at rate- 
able value or the equivalent? They 
could afford to hold their stock; they 
would have every incentive to sell 
quickly at the best price within tbe 
range since their income depends on 
a levy on occupied premises; buyers 
would immediately know what was 
available to suit them in the locali- 
ty, and home owners would be- 
come more mobile as a result of 
a diminishment of tbe hassle of 
moving. 

Astute authorities, perhaps with 
the advice of estate agents em- 
ployed as public servants, might in 
fact legitimately make quite a lot of 
money on the side. 

JOHN A DAVIS 

Great Shelf ord, Cambridgeshire 

Heavy NHS workload 

1 SINCERELY hope that your in- 
formant about the focus of the cur- 
rent government spending review has 
got his wires crossed (“dean-up for 
NHS merit award system", 3 March). 

I am astounded at tbe suggestion that 


the emphasis of the review is an “ooo- 
cern that some [consultants] are 
doing too little". 

The real problem is that the 
overwhelming majority of consultants 
are now doing too much: many are 
at theirwits’ end trying to cope with 
extremely heavy and relentlessly in- 
creasing workload. Reductions in ju- 
nior doctors' hours, an alarming 
increase in emergency admissions, 
the drive for faster and faster, 
throughput of patients, shortages of 
doctors in many specialties and the 
administrative demands created by 
a stream of NHS initiatives are all 
contributing to this pressure, and 
with their open-ended contracts 
consultants find more and more re- 
sponsibilities being piled upon them. 

These are the issues that the Gov- 
ernment needs to address. Punitive . 
measures aimed at the tiny minori- 
ty who may not be pulling their 
weight would serve only to under- 
mine the morale of the hardworking 
majority on which tbe NHS de- 
pends so heavily. 

JAMES N JOHNSON 
Chairman 

Central Consultants and Specialists 
Committee 

British Medical Association 
London WC1 

Rossing uranium mine 

YOUR report “MI5 taped Cabinet 
minister, book claims" (2 March) 
refers in passing to Anthony Hol- 
land’s claim to have been “found a 
job at the Rossing uranium mine" 
in 1969. 

Not only does this company have 
no knowledge or record of Mr Hol- 
land being among the few geologists 
then exploring in the Rdssing area 
- none of whom were British or Arts- ■ 
tralian - but there was no mine at 
Rdssing in 1969. It was fouryears lat- 
er that a decision led to construction 


beginning in 1974 and first produc- 
tion in 1976.. 

Moreover, Rdssang's entire pro- 
duction has always been sold under 
contract subject to International 
Atomic Energy Agency and/or Eu- 
ratom safeguards, as wefl as oversight 
by national regulators in the coun- 
tries concerned, for the sole purpose 
of electricity generation. 

Mr Holland 1 s reported assertions 
about Rdssmg could not be txut- 
GIDA NAKAZEBWE-SEKANDI 
Manager Corporate Affairs 
, Bossing Uranium Ltd 
Windhoek, Namibia ■ 

Priest was not a bigot 

IT IS easy for S G Armstrong (let- 
ter, 9 Mardr) to judge from the safe- 
ty of Oxford the snap pastoral 
judgement of a /Catholic priest in 
Northern Ireland when faced with 
the brutal murder of his parishioner 
Damien Train or, alongside Damien’s 
Protestant friend Philip Allen. 

The poest gave Catholic last 
rites to Damien, who would have 
wanted them, and prayed with Philip, 
who would have wanted that and no 
more, yet he is judged “a bigot”. Had 
he given the sacraments to a Protes- 
tant in those circumstances, he 
would presumably have been judged 
“a prosefydser", or worse. 

HUGH LINDSAY 
Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria 
The writer was RC Bishop of 
Hexham and Newcastle 1974-92 

Tips from Canada 

YOU REPORT (4 March) on the 
minimum wage and tipping. Cana- 
da has had a minimum wage for 
some time bm a lower rare is set for 
waiters, waitresses and hotel porters 
to take tipping into account. 

IAN L FREEMAN 
Leeds 


Myth of media choice 

TONY HALL. Chief Executive of ^ 
BBCNews (letter, 4 March) bangs oil ^ 
about the myth of "duofec". Must peo- 
ple don’t need choice in the medio. 

When we had fewer television and 
radio channels the controller's dif- 
ficult job was to provide a balanced 
schedule that could appeal to the 
widest possible audience. The lack 
of “choice'' meant that occasional- 
ly viewers and listeners might have 
the enjoyable experience of being 
stretched by material they otherwise 
would never have explored. 

Ncrw with tbe plethora of “choice” 
it’s easier just to pick your channel, • 
plug in and switch off. Then we won- 
der why wtare raising a nation of 
children obsessed with cartoons or 
sport or violence or soaps or sex. 

Radio 4 was a channel you could 
leave on all day, knowing that you 
would be entertained and informed in 
ways you might never have imagined. 

No, choice is not good: diversity 
is good. By removing this diversity 
today’s broadcasters are creating a 
fragmented nation of monocultures. 

It takes less talent to deliver the 
glut of politics that Mr Hall promis- 
es than it does to produce a focused 
programme tike Yesterday in Parlia- 
ment, which by invading my ears for 
15 minutes each day forces me to 
think about issues of which I might 0 
otherwise not have been aware. 

KEITH JOHNSON 
Oldlsleworth, Middlesex 

No competition 

YOUR leading articles of 4 March ds- 
play a surprising contrast in the treat- 
ment of Bill Gales and Rupert 
Murdoch. Apparently Gales is “an in- 
ternational treasure’’, while Murdoch 
is “an agent of moral debilitation”. 

Many would not see the distinc- 
tion. As one familiar with software 
other than that of Microsoft, 1 avoid 
using its products to the same extent 
that I boycott the emanations of 
News International Gates and Mur- 
doch in their attitudes to competi- 
tion are two sides of the same com. 

TIM DENNIS 
Birch, Essex 


The Tragi-comica! History of King Tony, Part Two: enter, stage (eft, the Ghost 



MILES 

KINGTON 


YESTERDAY 1 brought you a fragment of The Histo- 
ry of King Tarty, the onty known Shakespearean play deal- 
ing directly with the progres of New Labour. We didn’t 

gel much further than the famous defeat of the Huy 
Army, so let’s see how King Tbny settles in to power. 

Seme: The Palace of Westminster. Enter King Tony 
accompanied by noblemen, courtiers, supplicants, 
advisers, Catholic priests, spin physicians, etc. 

King Tony; Now, tell me, wise old men and gentle 

courtiers, 

What is the greatest problem of our age? 

Dnhe of Livingstone: It’s very ample. To regain our 

Socialist ways. 

King Tony: Oh, come, dear Ken! Be not so obvious! 
Duke of Livingstone; Give socialism a chance ! It 

has not yet been tried. 
King Tony: Why, sirs, I keep this Duke of 

Livingstone 

Like other men keep parrots in a cage, 
lb ay out. ever and anon, in purist rage, 

“Give the Left Whig a chance! Give it a chance!” 
Livingstone: (aside) TO lead this Tony such a devilish 

dance 


When I am mayor of London, that he'll rue 
Tbe day he chose his centre-rightist view ! 

King Tony: The greatest problem of our age is 

welfare! 

We must reform the bleeding welfare state! 

So what well do is this. First, single mothers... 

As King Tony pursues his speech. Dukes Prescott and 
Gordon-Brown stand apart and talk privity. 
Gordon-Brown: What think you of our new anointed 

king? 

Prescott: It suits him welL He loves to hear the 

crowd, 

Beyond the palace walls, rehearse his name. 

Here is a man who loves to be loved, methinfcs. 
Gordon-Brown: And loves himself as welL See 

where his smile 

Shines on his face whene'er he makes a point. 

The court all worship him, from whom comes light, 
But he has worship only for himself. 

Prescott: And for those who worship him! For 

President Bill! 

For evfl Rupert, known as the Dirty Digger, 

Par Gerry Robinson, the off-shore king ... 
Gordon-Brown: Thou sayest sooth. He craves 


complete affection 

From those below and everyone abovel 
As others desire money, he craves love! 

Prescott But hush. He looks this way. We must not 

seem 

To be conspiring ‘gainsthis crown and throne. • 
Gordon-Brown; Let’s smile and wave, and play the 

loyal friend. 

But things may have a very different end... 

Scene: a banqueting hall, where King Tony and Queen 
Cherie are rvelcaminggpests as they arrive. . 

Queen: Pray, welcome, one and all, whoe’er you are! 
From every walk of life, from law and Gty, 

From showbiz’s merry halls, from sport as well! 
Lloyd-Webber. Branson, Spice Girls, Irvine the 

Lord! 

We welcome citizens right across the board! ’ 
Livingstone: (aside) Except the working rfagi 

There’s nooe such here. 
This is become an Hitist show, I fear.. 

King Tony: My lords and ladies, welcome to my 

home! 

Where we shall show a model of the Dome! 


But first, to set the spirit of this meny nig ht 
Enter the ghost of Old Labour, which only King Tom 
can see. 

No, no! Foul ghost, begone! Avaunt my sight! 

■%ur hands are caked with dirt! Your face is grim! 
You look like Aneurin Bevan! And who needs him? 

- Queen Cherie: My Lord, what is this sudden fit! 

What have you seen? 

Why do you shake and glower at your Queen? 

The gfiosl of Labour Past shakes his head at King 
Tony, points to a copy of the Labour Manifesto of 
1945, wags a stem finger and vanishes. 

King Tbny: Saw you not the ghost of Labour past ? 
Courtiers.- Well, no we didn’t, your Highness, since 

you ask. 

King Tony: Then, being so, I am myself again. 
Manddson: (aside) I’d better phone the guys at 

. . News at Ten 

And ask them not to mention this new Hl 
I f Tbny should crack up, Twill ruin if! 

In forthcoming extracts, we hear. from the beleaguered 
Lady Mowlam in battle-tom Ireland, •’Mad” Jack 
Cunningham, Donald the Scottish Pretender etc, etc. 
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Worried about pom? You too 
can be an Internet policeman 



ANDREAS 
WHITTAM SMITH 


< i 


POLICING the Internet has just begun in this 
country. The newly created Internet Witch 
Foundation announced last week that its hot- 
line service has generated 781 reports refer- 
ring to 4.3110 items about which there were 
complaints. Tire hulk of the calls were about 
child pornography. Internet Watch was set up 
hy the industry as a result of prompting by two 
go\ eminent departments, the Home Office and 
Trade and Industry. 

People are at once worried and despairing 
about the Internet. They can see that it wQI 
eventually hring material to the computer 
screen dial will he os powerful as anythin which 
Ls available in the cinema, on video or on tele- 
vision. Fur the moment, the poor quality of the 
moving image, in which everything appears stilt- 
ed and frizzy. has the effect of distancing the 
viewer. All the same, many web sites special- 
bang in pornography are popular. And as the 
telephone links between computers begin to 
carry more data, so the primitive nature of the 
Internet will disappear. 

The despair comes from what I think is 
largely a misapprehension that the Internet 
could never, for instance, he mode as suitable 
for cliilJrcn as. say, early evening televisioo. 
The argument is that cyberspace exists beyond 
national boundaries and cannot be readied by 
government law enforcement agencies and reg- 
ulators. How can you stop somebody based 
upon an ul^sairc island in the Caribbean send- 
ing nut object iun;i We material which your chil- 
dren can quickly find hy searching the Internet, 
children w ho seem so adept with computers? 
No*i o'clock watershed on the computer screen! 

The solution will be derived from the fact 
that if a label or electronic tag is placed on a 
web site or on individual web pages, then the 
computer in the home can be programmed to 
•read - the tag and. if the user so chooses, de- 
cline to access the site or tbe page. The tech- 
nology already exists and limited use is being 
made of it. Like so much else on the Internet 
such filtering b crude, or, to put it more kind- 
ly. at an early stage. 

Nt inetlielcss tlie questions thus become what 
sort nf labels and whether companies and in- 
dividuals posting material onto the world 
wide v.cb can he persuaded attach them. In the 
cinema, the British Board of Film Classifica- 
tion lot which i have recently become presl- 
dentj evaluates films according to their 
suitability for viewing hy children and attach- 
es an .isc label Tliis is appropriate because the 
gale keeper is no! only the parent but the tick- 
et seller, if a 12 war-old turns up to seek en- 
trance to a film rated “IS", he or she doesn't 
get in. hi the video market (which is also a 
British Board of Film Classification responsi- 
bility j. i he system is Kith evaluative, using age 
labels to guide staff in video shops, and de- 
scriptive. placing consumer advice on video 
packaging to help parents. As far as the Internet 


is concerned, because parents are the sole gate 
keepers a descriptive system alone, which gen- 
erates a neutral raring the computer can read 
(say, ‘level 4' rather than ‘suitable for viewers 
aged 15 or over’), is the appropriate method. 

But who would cany out the rating for vi- 
olence, sex, nudity, language, teaching of 
criminal techniques and so on? In the United 
Kingdom, the expert examiners of the British 
Board of Film Classification do this work be- 
fore publication. This simply would not work 
with Internet material. There is too much of 
iL Pre-vetting would be impossible to arrange. 
The only way forward is do-it-yourself. 
Providers of Internet content would have to 
rate themselves. 

This may seem a ridiculously optimistic ob- 
jective, but the fact is that the American com- 
puter games industry has recently agreed to 
rale ils products itself on a common basis. Mak- 
ers of computer games fill out an ingenious 
questionnaire (on the computer screen, nat- 
urally) (hat branches through a series of high- 
ly detailed and narrowly defined questions to 
which the answer can only be ‘no’ or “yes’. From 
the answers tbe computer automatically gen- 
erates a score and a description. For instance, 
the computer game Doom’ is rated Violence 
Level 3 with tbe accompanying description 
“blood and gore’. This is a method which would 
be suitable for Internet material. 

Unfortunately, for tbe purposes of regula- 
tion in cyberspace, there are no distributor. 



There is nothing equivalent to the position of 
British cinemas, whose licences from local au- 
thorities invariably contain a classification re- 
quirement, or equivalent to British video 
shops, where it is illegal to sell or rent out un- 
classified material or equivalent to the Amer- 
ican software retailers, who have allowed 
themselves to be pressurised into rejecting com- 
puter games that beta taring label on the pack- 
aging. Except that in theory, you can now, if 
you have the oonect software, set your com- 
puter so that it win not access unrated web sites 
or unrated material. To-day this would leave 
you for the most part with a blank screen but 
it shows how users will eventually be able to 
impose their wilL 

Until then, it is up to governments around 
the world, and all the big Internet players, to 
encourage self-classification and electronic la- 
belling. to insast iqron it where possible and thus 
engender a virtuous circle. The proprietary web 
sites like CompuServe have already made 
progress. Conventional publishers operating 
on the Internet can be targeted. So can mak- 
ers of browsers; likewise the prodiffiere of search 
engines and all the other paraphernalia. Tbe 
process will lake some time. But in due course 
1 believe that the means will exist for ordinary 
people, who hook up their home computers 
lo the Internet, to contrive that material they 
deem to be objectionable, wiD be rejected. Each 
individual, cadi family will decide what to ac- 
cept what to reject Computer technology is 
not frightening but enabling. Property used, it 
will allow us to be our own policemen. 


Ashdown and 
the Lib Dems 


The Lib - Dems can’t beat ' 
New Labour so, says, 
Donald MacIntyre, they 
may have to find ways 
of joining it instead. 


IF ALAN Price, on hand to entertain 
the guests last night at the Liberal De- 
mocrats’ tenth anniversary party, didn't 
sing “Oh, Lucky Man”, he should have 
done. The fact is that Paddy Ashdown 
had a lot to celebrate at the National 
Liberal dob bash. - A party which Ash- 
down took over in 1988, when. its poll 
raring was within tlte margin of error of 
zero, now stands at LS per cent, with 
more MPs than it has had at any time 
since Lloyd George. Its leading figures 
sit regularly round the Cabinet table un- 
der the chairmanship of Tbny Blair. It 
has seen the Blair gwsmment introduce 
a series of constitutional reforms (fear 
to its own heart. It is entitled to expect 
that it will share power in the first Scot- 
tish government for three centuries. A 
Blair government has granted it the 
favour hi gh handedly denied it by a Jim 
Callaghan 20 years ago: a new propor- 
tional system for electing the European 
Pa rliame nt in 1999 which will widen its 
base. And it is closer than at any time 
since the 1920s to securing electoral re- 
form for the House of Commons, 
thanks to a Commission chaired by its 
own elder statesman Lord Jenkins, a fig- 
ure whom Blair appointed oat of deep 
regard and whom hie cannot fan to take 
seriously when be reports in October. 

But this doesn't malm the party’s 
chronic dilemma any easier to resolve. 
It’s pointed up by every hallowed de- 
mand on tbe Liberal agenda that Blair 
effortlessly grants. The Lib Dems' of- 
ficial stance towards the Government 
is that of “constructive opposition”. 
When it concentrates on the “opposi- 
tion” it risks drying up the flow of 
favours, the most outstanding of which, 
a new electoral system for the Com- 
mons, is still no more than in the 
pipeline. When it concentrates too 
much on the “constructive” it risks sub- 
merging its own distinctiveness - and 
with it the separate attention - especially 
media attention --on which its electoral 
strength, and therefore its bargaining 
power, may eventually depend. 

In confronting tins dilemma, Ashdown 
has to contend with a range of emotions 
-varying from wariness to extreme hos- 
tility - about Labour in his own party. 
Some of these emotions are easy to un- 
derstand. It isn’t, for example, all that sur- 
prising that activists worry about social 
authoritarianism in tbe Labour Party - 
especially when it is most apparent 
among some of Labour’s most mod- 
ernising tendency. Conversely since 
some erf tbe most popular and sympa- 
thetic figures in the Liberal Democrats 
grew out of the soda! democratic tradi- 
tions of the pre-Thatchcr Labour party, 
it isn't surprising that they are nervous 
about whether New Labour is any more, 
and in any sense, a redistributive party. 




Could they be friends for ever? Piddy A sh dow and TiW Bfanr at a I99S V] Day remembrance event 


When Shirley Williams heartily con- 
gratulated the Blair gov ernm ent for its 
constitutional advances on the foday pro- 
gramme yesterday but admitted to be- 
ing not yet sure about to social polities, 
she was being not onty true to herself but 
to the facts. We don’t know, and may not 
know until much doser to the next elec- 
tion, whether the ambitious gamble of 

' timr^ the dependent off hengfits and fn t P 

work will have paid off for tbe poor as 
well as for the Exchequer. Finally, the 


at Defaocaat fkimitifioES wQI seek to put 
the brakes m AshdOwn’aconthiumg co- 
operation with the Government. They 
should oart reflecting aUttfemore dear- 
ly on- how far Ashdown has brought 
them, mid on tbe consequences that 
would follow' a change of strategy. - 
At least twoout of three opinion polls 
show the Liberal Democrats at slightly 
above their general election rating- 
which does not suggest the party i9 los- 
ing its identity m the public mind. ' 


The idea that the Liberal Democrats could 
secure PR without some earnest of support 
for the Government that makes it possible is 
mere myth-making - they should dream on 


strong belief among the pro-European 
liberal Democrats - from Ashdown 
down - that Tbny Blair could go further, 
faster, in leading public opinion to- 
wards Europe, and towards backing a suc- 
cessful monetary union, may or may not 
be correct But it is perfectly defensible. 

But there is also, rather quaintly in 
a party that pays almost uniform lip ser- 
vice to the cause of political pluralism, 
a deeply tribalist tendency within the 
Liberal Democrats. It surfaced, if in 
rather muted form, among some of those 
who attended a one-day meeting of Lib- 
eral Democrat MPs in January, when 
they urged Ashdown to damp down 
speadatioa aboat coalition with Labour. 
It will surface again more openly next 
weekend at the party’s spring conference 
in Southport when activists and Liber- 


Raiher more important however are the 
prospects for Commons FR.' Ashdown 
himself believes with some reason that 
a PR referendum will he more difficult 
to win than many of hjs su p porters think. 
Fbr the public to opt for electoral 
change it needs to be confident that.cb- 
operative politics -the almost inevitable 
fruit of electoral reform - works. Add 
that may require more, rather, than less 
evidence of it before tbe referendum 
takes place. But there is also a more self 
serving point. liberal Democrats like to 
talk about PR being their “price” for co- 
operation - and particularly fbr enter- 
ing a coalition. Bat they should examine 
the question from Blair’s point of view. 
Why would a Labour Prime Minister - 
even a Prime Minister as pluralist as Blair 
-introduce PR merely in order to cre- 


ate a much larger Liberal Dcnwcrat par : 
ty whose future behaviour could not be 
predicted with any certainty? The idea 
that the party could secure PR without 
some earnest of support for the Gov- 
ernment that makes it possible is mere 
myth-making. Unless the Liberal De- 
mocrats can be locked into the Blair 
coalition- probably by joining his Gov- 
ernment - they jfrould dream an. A coali- 
tion is, no doubt, unlikely - unless and 
until Blair has at least promised be would 
bade electoral change in a referendum; 
But after that it becomes a distinctive- 
ly live possibility. 

R>r Blair, the potential advantages are 
obvious- that of mobilising a centre-left 
majority for as long as he is interested 
in his job. But all those Liberal De- 
mocrats who are interested in more than 
merely piling up tbe council seats should 
consider the prize fbr them too. Ftartty 
in a genuflection to the dissidents in his 
own party Adidowu promises in a doc- 
ument for Southport that there is “no 
glass ee fling” on Liberal Democrat suc- 
cess. But, as he -and some of those MPs 
who are less willing Lo confront his par- 
ty with the truth than he is, well know 
- that is only now true if they are ready 
for still doser co-operation with Labour. 
In a forthcoming article in Political 
Quarterly AlanLeoman, one of tbe par- 
ty’s most prominent thinkers, argues 
against a merger but strongly in favewr 
of deeper cooperation. Before Blair it 
was possible to imagine that the Liber- 
al Democrats might, as Ashdown 
promised in his leadership campaign ten 
years ago, replace Labour os the main 
anti-Conservative force. But not now. 
Blah likes Ashdown. His party should 
^ee that as an asset, nol a liability. 


Did you know that prune awareness week is nearly with us? 



GLENDA 

COOPER 


When each day is 
but an opportunity 
for selling, no cause 
gets a good outing 




SUNDAY was International 
Women's Day. Yesterday was 
Commonwealth Day. Tomor- 
row is National No Smoking 
Day and later this week you can 
celebrate National Food 
Awareness Wick. Daffodil Day 
and National Prune Week. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson in his 
journaLs said that a day was a 
miniature eternity - and if you 
look at the list of special days 
it certainty seems that way. 
The Roman Catholic Church 
and its holy day's of obligation 
has nothing on the fate 20th 
century diaiy. 

There are now 313 “aware- 
ness days” listed in (he calendar, 
where our attention is sought for 
anything from arthritis education 
to bedwetting. With of course 
Bosses’ Day (15 Octnher) and 


Secretaries’ Day (23 April) 
thrown in for good measure. 

Many of these days are noth- 
ing more than a chance for com- 
mercial exploitation (I refuse to 
believe that any tie-wearers 
need help and support for 
British Tie Week) or a handy 
peg lo tiy to construct a news 
story. But the problem is that 
loa many special days make any 
anniversary meaningless. 

International Women’s Day 
is a day in point. Do we really 
need a Women’s Day to high- 
light women? Wfe can hardly call 
ourselves a minority. Or is it not 
just a convenient way to gtaet- 
torsc “women's issues**, pushing 
them safety to 8 March for an- 
other year. Apart from taking 
advantage of free gym sessions, 
how many of us actually did 


something for IWD? 

Of course part of the prob- 
lem is that IWD has always had 
lo compete with the far more 
cuddly Mothering Sunday 
which falls a few Sundays lat- 
er. But when International 
Women's Day was first set up 
it was with a definite purpose 
in mind - to highlight the bad 
working conditions of working 
women. Its roots stretch as far 
back as 1857. coming out of a 
march by American female 
textile workers who were 
demonstrating for better con- 
ditions. The first international 
day took place in 191 1. 

It was realty after the First 
World War that the day took 
off, with communists like Clara 
Zetkin, known as the “mother 
of IWD**, persuading Lenin to 


make it a national holiday. Af- 
ter the 1930s women’s day 
largely died out in the West - 
partly because of its association 
with communism - until the 
1970s when the UN declared an 
International Women's Day. 

The last big IWD demon- 
stration in Britain was in 1971 
when 5,000 women demon- 
strated. demanding equal pay, 
equal opportunity, free 24- 
hour childcare, free contra- 
ception and abortion on 
demand. But nowadays people 
have onty the faintest idea of 
what IWD should be for. 

The country where IWD is 
celebrated with the most fer- 
vency is still Russia where 
Women's Day is a big holiday, 
second only to New Year. On 
Sunday, President Yeltsin told 


the nation’s women: “It is long 
established that building a 
house, putting up its walks and 
roof, is the. job of a man. But 
they call on you, our women, to 
ensure the home is a comfort- 
able one.” Thanks, Boris. No 
mention then of the 14,000 
women who get murdered in 
Russia every year. 

No, it’s time to call a halt to 
all these days. Fbr good caus- 
es it’s a lazy way of trying to 
raise awareness that has be- 
come meaningless through 
overuse. And it gives the oth- 
ers the chance to inflict Flea 
Awareness Week, Foot Health 
Week, International Left-Han- 
ders Day and National Thke 
Your Dog to Work Day upon 
us. Myself, Tm voting for a Na- 
tional Non-Observance Day. 


S-\. the aerospace branch of the 
rniicr Benz corporate empire, gave 
stive dinner at the Howard Hotel 
week. Gcoree Robertson. Seere- 
. of blare for Defence, was an ha- 
ired guest and sealed at the top 
lc while his Special Policy Advis- 
Bernard Grey, was seated at alt- 
er i.ihle beside Quentin Davies, 
use native MR Whitehall insiders 
v ioIJ Pandora that Grey, until rc- 
tllv the former defence corre- 
mdent uf the financial Times, is 
nmiuu with self-confidence and has 
'made a commanding im- 
vsion on hi* new colleagues. 
However, the former hack was not 
Hvswed with his treatment by the 

rmans and complained h’ * ,IS * 1c I sls 
owing lunch about his scaling 
angpments. Not only should he 
S taa placed at ihe top table. Grey 
nted out. but he was placed next 
i Tors’! CotiMdcring4hequt^ c t- 
thc hi-nartisun approach whkh his 


boss Robertson has taken to defease 
policy since assuming office. Grey 
should be care fill lest soefa behaviour 
is regarded as “off-message” by his 
Mill bank superiors. 

EVER SINCE the boom in new Lon- 
don restaurants in the early 1990s, it 
has became increasingly difficult to 
persuade restaurant critics to attend 
yet another launch party. (After all, 
aren’t yon supposed fa be anonymous 
when yon arrive to judge tbe latest 
trendy taverns?) But dever Irish 
restaurateur Oliver Peyton tried a new 
tack when launching his London 
branch of Mash on Great Portland 
Street. He asked tbe hungry press to 
brunch last Saturday and invited 
them to bring their children. 

This strategy worked brilliantly as 
anyone who has ever tried to plan a 

London weekend with children would 

expect. % 2pm, the sleek micro- 
brewery dining room of Mash was 



frothing with restaurant hacks, most 
with kids in ton These indndingBiO 
Knott, restaurant critic of the Tele- 
graph, Caroline Stacey of Time Out, 
Rory Ross of Tatfer, Sarah Mfllen ed- 
itor and Sirntm 

Mills, editor of GQ Active. Even Fay 
Maschleq grande dam* of tbe Lon- 
don Evening 

she’d brought her grandchildren. 
Will this start a new restaurant PR 
trend, with bouncy castles at the lat- 


est Conran and Marco inviting the 
critics to dine in a petting zoo? 

THE 18 AWARDS bill themselves as 
“tbe only event recognising arts and en- 
tertainment for adults". That doesn’t 
mean pornography, according to the 
MganireiKbutrati»‘^eeii^;an IS film 
at the cinema, reading a JG Ballard 
novel or catching Prodigy or Eddie Iz- 
zard on stage”. Sounds perfectly re- 
spectable to Pandora. However there 
was a bit of a rumpus behind the scenes 
at the Savoy, ate of last year’s awards. 
That most ceremonious of hotels took 
exception when guests complained 
about meeting naked youths dashing 
about the corridors. In fact, these were 
models in body-paint taking part in the 
18 Awards ceremony. Someone gath-. 
ered the models’ dothes together, 
stuffed these into bin liners and tossed 
them onto the pavement. When tbe 
Hon Gerald Kaufman, chairman of die 
Commons Select Committte on 



Culture, Me- 
dia and 
Sport, was 
asked recent- 
ly if he would 

judge this 
year’s awards 
at Alexandra 
Palace, his re- 
sponse was 
bnitaL “I do 
not wish to be 
associated with your event,” he wrote 
to the sponsors. Perhaps you should 
growupaKttlc,G«aML - 

SOME AMERICAN has sera Pandora 
an e-mail tided "Top 50 Qjgmarottt". 
These range from “plastic gasses” to 
“happily married” to "synihetKJicumd 
gis”(o*mpmusk”to,<uth&tap<ifthe 
list, 'Microsoft Bferto". May I suggest: 
" nerd humour ” _ 

Pandora 




“Mi* boss 
*t let 

me sit down 




iuB g g y **? 1 
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Reed calls off 
£l8bn link-up 
with Wolters 
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By Peter Thai Larsen 

Reed Elsevier, the Angkv Dutch 
publishing group, yesterday 
shocked the stock market when 
it called off its proposed £18bn 
merger with Walters Khiwcr. the 
Dutch group after the deal ran 
into opposition from European 
competition authorities. 

In a joint statement, the two 
companies said that -in the last 
few days Writers Kluwer has 
made it known to Reed Elsevi- 
er that it needed to renegotiate 
a number of the terms of the pro- 
posed merger". This came after 
Wolters Kluwer concluded that 
the conditions set by regulators 
for clearing the deal would have 
“adverse implications for the 
benefits of the merger for the re- 
spective shareholders of all three 
companies”. 

A Wolters spokeswoman said 
that disposals required by the 
regulators would have threat- 
ened the company* s IS per cent 
annual earnings growth targeL 

However, the parties said no 
other matters had arisen in the 
course of the financial due dili- 
gence between the parties that 
would otherwise have given 
cause for the merger to be 
cancelled. 

The merger, which was an- 
nounced last October, was lo 
have created the world's largest 
professional and scientific pub- 
lishing group, with combined 
profits of £1.2bn on sales of 
£5bn, and with dominant posi- 
tions in medical and legal 
publishing. 

However, it had attracted vo- 
ciferous opposition from con- 
sumers. who argued that the 
combined company's grip on 
certain markets would be too 
strong. 

In recent years Reed Elsevi- 
er, which is controlled by holding 
companies Rccd International 


and Elsevier, has concentrated 
on building up its positions in 
what it calls “must-have'* infor- 
mation -scientific. legal and pro- 
fessional information that 
consumers must have access to 
at all cons. The company, which 
is led by joint chief executives 
Nigel Stapleton and Herman 
Bruggjnk. has also spearheaded 
the move into on-line publishing. 

Shares in Reed Internation- 
al plunged 57p to 620p on the 
news while Elsevier shares fell 
3.1(1 guilders at 3433. Shares in 
Wolters Kluwer closed down 
3.90 guilders at 303.10. Shares 
in the three companies had 
risen by between 10 and 20 per 
cent since the merger was 
announced 

Analysts said the news wasa 
setback for Reed but was not 
fatal. “It's not the end of the 
world. It’s more a question of 
lost opportunity." said Louise 
Barton, an analyst at Henderson 
Crosthwaite. 

The merger was not about 
cost cutting- the cost savings of 
the deal were expected to be no 
more than £50m. Experts had 
expected the deal to increase 
both companies' growth rates 
into the next century. 

Reed Elsevier and Wolters 
had described the benefits as 
“synergies*'. Users of both com- 



Investors take fright as President Suharto presses ahead with currency board plans 

Rupiah dives as 


Nigel Stapleton: Plans for 
‘synergies’ collapsed 


panies products, however, were 
concerned that the merger 
would give them the power to 
increase prices in some of their 
markets. 

The European Commission 
had received complaints about 
the potential dominance of the 
tax and legal publication busi- 
ness. Legal companies current- 
ly marketing their products 
through Reed's Lexis-Nexis on- 
line database were also worried 
that their products would be 
pushed out in favour of Wolters 
Kluwer’ s offerings. 

The complaints found a sym- 
pathetic hearing with the Com- 
mission, which last December 
said it had “serious doubts” 
about the proposed deal, argu- 
ing that there were “very 
significant overlaps between the 
activities of both parties in sev- 
eral areas [for example, in the 
areas of legal and tax publish- 
ing] where die position of either 
one or both of the parties seems 
already strong at the moment.” 

US competition authorities 
were also scrutinising the merg- 
er closely. 

Industry experts said yester- 
day the prospect of being forced 
to sell more business than ex- 
pected may have scuppered the 
deal “They've had a huge num- 
ber of objections and would have 
had to sell a large number of the 
businesses.’' said one analyst. 
“There wasa huge hassle factor. 
It takes time to do these things." 

Analysts said Reed was now 
likely to concentrate on building 
up its business through a series 
of smaller acquisitions. The com- 
pany, which has brought for- 
ward the reporting of its Mkyear 
1997 results to Thursday, has a 
stroqg balance sheet foDowir^; the 
January sale of DPC, its consumer 
magazine business, to a man- 
agement buyout team for£950m. 

Outlook, page 19 



Indonesia blames 
IMF for potential 
social upheaval 


An money changer counting millions of rupiah in Jakarta ye s te r day. Hie Indonesian 
currency was quoted as low as 12^250 to the US dollar before recovering slightly to 
10,500 in afternoon trade after differences between the International Monetary Fund 
and Jakarta burst into the open • Photograph: Enny Nurahen i/Reuter 


By Stephen Vines 

in Hong Kong . 

INDONESIA lashed out at the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for- delaying payments 
from, a $4Qbn (£24bo) rescue 
plan, warning that some of the 
agency’s reforms could trigger 
social upheaval. - - 

The moves dealt another 
blow to Indonesia's battened 
aredihilzly with investors, send- 
ing the rupiah tumbling as 
much as 20; per cent to the 
dollar, and pushing the bench- 
mark stock index down 312 per 
cent. • 

"Yesterday, on the eve of 
President Suharto’s re-election, 
his administration indicated . 
^thark-wasteady to go it alone 
if 'this' IMF insisted oh unao- 
cejjrabk reforms. 

Atria meeting with political 
leaders President Suharto said: ' 
‘Tte IMF package will impose 
- a liberal economy, which is not 
in line with the constitution." 

It was left to one of his min- 
isters, Ginandjar Kartasamita, 
who is responsible for national 

develo pment planning , to \ip the 

. stakes further. He said yester- 
day: "We welcome interna- 
tional bodies such as the IMF 
and the World Bank to help 
Indonesia. But if that means 
they can impose their will or hu- 
. nuliate us, we would be better 
off without their aid." 

Although this tough talking 
may well appeal to the nation- 
alistic sentiments of the hand- 
picked National. Assembly 
members, it did not impress the 
investment community which 
promptly sparked yet another 
run on the local currency. 

dump triggered falls 
' eisewtemaiHrA^ 

* Singapore, Malaysia, South 
Korea and the Philippines m the 
wake of a20 percent decline in 
the value of the rupiah. 

Hong Kong, Thailand and 
Malaysia also felt the Indone- 


sian tremor but reccrvered by the 
end of trading. 

Among the . most con- - 
tentious issues between the 
IMF and the Indonesian gov- 
ernment is President Suharto's 
enthusiasm for a currency 
board to tie the Indonesia ra- 
: piah to the US dollar at a fixed 
rate. 

Bambang THhatmodjo, one 
of the President's sons, said that 
his father intended to announce 
the establishment of a curren- 
cy board after his swearing-in 
tomorrow. \ 

Not only the IMF but ail 
countries which are contribut- 
ing to the bailout oppose the 
creation of a currency board. 

The head of foreign ex- 
change trading at a European 
bank in Singapore said that a 
board system would last no 
more than a few weeks at the 
most and then the currency 
would spiral into Ereefall. 

“If that happens it would be 
catastrophic,” he said. “There's 
been some wild talk about 
hoards of boat people invading 
Malaysia and Singapore if Indo- 
nesia. collapses, but now it 
doesn’t seem so wild," 

. At the end of last week the \ 
IMF announced a delay in the ^ | 
disbursement of the second - ’I 
Handle of the $43bn haikuiL A]- « 

though IMF officials tried to j 
play down tbe delay, it clearly | 
demonstrates that an impasse -j 
has been reached over imple- 
mentation of the IMF reform | 
package- i 

Spokesmen for the IMF £ 
kept a low profile, hoping that ] 
the government in Jakarta can I 
be pulled back from the brink | 
without a confrontation. How- J 
ever, hopes of this happening f f 
are dwindling.' In New York . 
yesterday, Lawrence Summers. 1 
US peputy Treasury Secretary, 
declined to comment on the 
latest developments in the un- 
folding financial crisis. 

Unrest grows, page 1 1 


Halifax trumps rival with £780m Midshires bid 


By Lea Paterson 

HALIFAX, the banking group, 
last night trumped the Royal 
Bank of Scotland (RBS) in the 
battle for Birmingham Midshires 
with a £780m rival bid for the 
building society. Halifax's offer 
represents a premium of 24 -29 
per cent over RBS's offer of be- 
tween I'ttbm and £ti3(lm. 

David Gilchrist. Halifax group 
secretary, said the Royal Bank of 
Scotland’s bid “significantly un- 
dervalued the business". 

The RBS had earlier said it 
would not raise its offer “under 
any circumstances'*. 

City experts said Halifax's 
offer would be good news for 


more than 1 million Birmingham 
Midshires' members - who each 
stand to net an additional wind- 
fall payment of up to £150 -but 
could be bad news for the build- 
ing society’s 2,000 employees. 

The RBS has said ft would pre- 
serve the Birmingham Midshires 
brand as well as its 115-sirong 
branch network. It has also guar- 
an teed jobs for Birmingham Mid- 
shires' employees for three years. 

Gtv analysis believe Halifax is 
likely to cut jobs and dose branch- 
es in order lo justify the premi- 
um it has put on the building 
society. 

Halifax has pledged to keep 
the Birmingham Midshires brand 
for at least three vears, but has 


made no guarantees about jobs 
or the branch network. Mr 
Gilchrist said no arch guarantees 
would be forthcoming, although 
be stressed that Halifax's previ- 
ous large acquisitions - Clerical 
Medical and the Leeds Perma- 
nent Building Society - were 
completed without the need for 
any compulsory redundancies. 

A Birmingham Midshires 
spokesperson said the directors 
were considering Halifax's offer. 
On the subject of possible job loss- 
es. he said: “It has always been in- 
tegral to Birmingham Midshires 
board to add value to the society 
and its key stakeholders. Thai in- 
cludes our members and our 2JJ0Q 
employees". 


Halifax said it considered 
making an offer for Birmingham 
Midshires for "several weeks", but 
only approached the building 
society last Friday, when Jon 
Rxilds, Halifax's chairman, held 
informal talks with John Leigfa- 
fidd, his counterpart at Midshies. 

Under the terms of its agree- 
ment with the RBS, sijped last year, 
Bir mingham Midshires cannot 
hokl formal talks with a rival bid- 
der. It is also obLgcd lo put RBS's 
Oder to members, although it does 
not have lo recommend the bid 
Members of Birmingham 
Midshires are due to receive de- 
tails of the RBS offer in April 
They were scheduled to vole 
on the proposed deal at a special 


general meeting in June and the 
takeover was expected to be com- 
pleted in tbe early autumn. 

Halifax said it intended to 
match the Royal Bank’s existing 
timetable as for as possible. 

Under tbe terms of the offer 
from RBS, Birmingham Mid- 
shires’ 1.1 million savers and 
130,000 borrowers each stood to 
collect windfalls worth up to 
£600. 

The Save Our Building So- 
cieties (SOBS) campaign, which 
has opposed the RBS offer for 
undervaluing Birmingham Mid- 
shires, described the Halifax as 
“nothing better than an enor- 
mous carpetbagger". 

Outlook, page 19 


Fund managers buy into mid cap stocks UK firms could afford £30bn buy-backs 


UK Tumi managers have been buying 
heavily into FTSE 25U stocks, re Heeling 
renewed confidence in the economy, 
according to the latest Merrill Lynch-' 
Gallup industry survey, writes Lea 
Ptitcrson. 

The survey also revealed a general de- 
cline in enthusiasm for UK equities as 
a whole and u pessimistic view of Japan's 
economic prospects. 

Trevor Greet hum. glolai strategist al 
Merrill Lynch, said: “Medium-sized 
companies tend to be mure sensitive to 
the domestic UK economy than their 


larger FTSE 100 cousins. The growing 
sense that the UK economy may not be 
slowing so rapidly after all may help lo 
explain why fund managers are at last 
paying more attention to these stocks.” 

Thirty-eight per cent of UK fond 
managers said they preferred FTSE 250 
stocks to FTSE 100 stocks, compared 
with 15 per cent last month. 

The decline in buying interest in UK ! 
equities us a whole - buyers of UK eq- 
uities now outnumber sellers by just 3 per 
cent - indicates that UK fund managers 
arc now happy with their cash levels. 


BRITAIN'S biggest companies have 
enough firepower to finance £30hn 
worth of share buy-backs or acquisitions, 
according to a report published 
yesterday, writes Michael Harrison. 

The latest analysis by the US invest- 
ment bank Lehman Brothers estimates 
that Britain's 350 biggest non-financial 
companies could halve the cash in their 
balance sheets and still be less geared 
than their US counterparts. With the buy- 
back rage set lo grow further this year, 
Lehman estimates that British Telecom 
could afford to return £5bn to share- 


holders, and BP £600m. BTR last week 
announced a £2bn share buy-back. 

The abolition of dividend tax cred- 
its has reduced the attractions of equi- 
ty for tax-exempt UK funds while the 
phasing out of advanced corporation tax 
has made share buy-backs more tax 
efficient. - 

Lehman said redaring cash holdings 
by £30bn would raise tbe net debt to 
equity ratio from 0.4 to 0.6 per cent - on 
a par with the European average but still 
well below the figure in the US. 
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Manufacturing nears recession 
as retail sales growth slows 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


FIGURES showing manufac- 
turing output flat, inflation at 
the factory gate falling to its 
lowest since 1967 and hinting at 
slower retail sales growth en- 
couraged hopes yesterday that 
the danger of an increase in in- 
terest rates has passed. 

The official statistics indica- 
ted manufacturing is on the 
verge af recession, and helped 
nudge tbe pound back below the 
psychological DM3 barrier 
yesterday. 

But the view that the evi- 
dence has now vindicated the 
majority on the Bank of Eng- 
land’s Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee againsra rate rise was not 
universal- Hawks in the City 
took support from a new 
monthly estimate of GDP which 
suggested growth has picked up 
modestly since the new year. 

There is no doubt manufac- 
turing is the weakest part of tbe 
economy, with output unchanged 
in January after falling for the 
previous three months. A sharp 
drop in oil and gas production 
and gas and electricity output, due 
to unseasonably warm weather, 
took the broader industrial pro- 
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duction measure down 0.6 per 
cent during the month. 

Manufacturing activity is 
scarcely any higher than a year 
ago, and has reached, a level 
barely 5 per cent higher than its 
1990 peak. But some analysts re- 
mained convinced tbe official 
figures underes timate the health 
of industry, as .surveys and re- 
ports of skill shortages have 
painted a more upbeat picture. 

But there was no disagree- 
ment about the lack of inflation 
in industry, with prices paid for 
materials falling 0.2 per cent in 


LIMELIGHT, the struggling 
Moben kitchens and Dolphin 
bathrooms business, added to 
the finny Of bad news from the 
high street yesterday when it 
said the foornUnre market was 
“fragfle”, writesNigel Cope. 

Reporting a £]2m loss for 
last year compared with a 
£ZJkn profit in 1996, Limelight 
said it was trading “marginally 
behind budget" for the current 
yean However; it said trading in 
the first two months of 1998 
were ahead of the same period 

last yean 

Limelight’s shares dosed a 
penny lower at 38L5p yesterday. 


TOURIST RATES 


February to a level 9.5 per cent 
lower than a year ago and little 
higher than 10 years ago. 1 

“Core" prices charged by£, 
manufacturers rose just 0.1 per • . 
cent. Their a nnual inflation . ! 
rate, which edged down to 0.4 1 
per cent- is the lowest since 1967. \ 

Meanwhile, a survey indicat- l 
ed a sharp turndown in the val- . f 
ue of sales on the high street last S 

month. The British Retail Con- i 
sortium said total sales growth | 
slowed from a buoyant 9.0 per ! 
cent in January to 6.6 per cent j 
in February. The underlying 
trend was more buoyant, near- 
ing its summer peak. 

A new economic indicator 
published for the first lime yes- 
terday, a monthly estimate of - 
GDP published by the National 
Institute of Economic and So- 
cial Research, suggested growth 
had recovered slightly. 

The new index, which has the 
hunt of giving a broad assess- ' 
meat of the economy at more ' 
frequent intervals than the of- ^ 
ffcial GDP data, rose by 0.5 per ^ 
cent in tbe three months to Feb- ’! 
maxy, np from a low of 0.2 pier - 
ant in Nov-ember, although - 

still well below the 1.2 per cent ■ 

three-month growth rates seen • 
in July and August. 
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OUTLOOK 

ON COLLAPSE OF 
REED'S MERGER. 
HALIFAX'S BID FOR 
BIRMINGHAM 
MIDSHIRES AND 
THE DASH TO 
DISPOSE OF CASH 


Merger mania starts to run out of steam 


IS MERGER, mania 10 m£Ig£T 

aversion? Wfell perhaps quite yet Tbo 

nrany City bonuses are ridingon the pre- 
sent dash to consolidate - as well as some 
heacty share price valuations. But for two 
of the present wave of giant mergers to 
turn to dust within the space of a couple 
of weeks begins to look eerily like a trend. 

The backdrop to these two episodes is 
ve *y different. With ntam a^vj SraTthyim** 
the story was about personal and ctdxur- 
al incompatibility; it was about di ffere n t 

—r ' . . . 


going to run the show. With Reed Eta©- 
vier and Wolteis Khiwerit was mote to do 

With competition issues than anything akw. 

Reed was last ni ght Warning Wolteis, 


Globalisation, rapid advances in in- 
formation technology, and greatly en- 
hanced competition is destroying margin 
as never before, creating unprecedented - 
pressure for cost cutting consolidation. Un* 
fortunately, or perhaps happily depend- 
ing on your point of view, the competition 
and management issues involved seem to 
be getting too big to handle. 

Market lessons 
for mutuals 

MICHAEL JACKSON, chief executive of 
weH desks© the. hard time he’s getting from 


a change in the terms of the deaL What re- 
ally seems to have happened is Walters be- 
gan to believe the competition authorities 
were d eman ding tOO high & price.in 
of asset disposals to make the deal worth-. 
. while to its own shareholders. Attempting 
to renegotiate the tennswitb Reedmay have 
been just a pretext for scuppering the deaL 

So yes, these two mergers broke down 
for entirely different reasons. There is a 
theme here none the less. 

Put at hsmost base, the industrial case 
for consolidation is to build -higher mar- 
ket share at lower cost It wouldn't be 
whoQy fair to depict this process as a 
cynicalattempttosqueezecustomersand 
employees for the benefit of sharehold- 
ers. There's a bit more too it than than 
that. But this is certainty a part ot it- if 
onty because the ccmmwrdal pressures on 
companies are all the other way right now. 


Royal Bank of Scotland winch now looks 
Hke a severe undervaluation. But there’s 

another way ctf looking at iL 

What about this proposition? When 


to takeover terns of between £605m and 
£630m, it signed a no-Iose deaL At the 
time, the price looked reasonable when 
compared with other bonding society 
conversions, the existing Bi rmingham 
MkJsbires board was to be giyen complete 
autonomy within RBS, the brand would 
be preserved, and there was to be a three 
year guarantee to staff on job losses. 

Mutually owned institutions are not Eke' 
PLCs. When directors consider their 
fidnciaiy duties, they are obliged to act in 
the long-term interests of the society as a 
whole, including employees, not just the 
organisation’s owners. The deal with RBS 
seemed to square the circle - a decent 


windfall for the members and a guaran- 
teed medium-term future for the society. 

Since then, share prices among the con- 
verted building societies have risen 20-40 
per cent and the RBS terms - at 12 times 
current earnings and 1.7 times book val- 
ue - have begun fo k»k poor set aside val- 
uations of up to 19 times earnings and 3 
times book for Halifax and its like. 

. '• . OK, concedes Michael Jackson. If he 
were striking the deal today he would have 
•gone for something higher. Few people 
' anticipated these soaraway share prices, 
. and, in any case, tiiere’s nothing in the 
". agreement with RBS to predude Halifax 
or anyone else from tabling a higher bid 
ifJheytBant to. Just think what would have 
happened if share prices had gone the 
other way, if they had fallen rather than 
□sea Then the boot would be on the other 
fboL According to Bi rming ham Midshires, 
then, far from cocking up the original ne- 
gotiation, it has managed to put a floor 
under the price while at the same time 
leaving the door slightly ajar to others. 

Perhaps im gi iprfcingty, RBS has a dif- 
ferent interpretation. It believes it has a 
legally watertight lockout agreement with 
Mi dshir es and that the Midshires board 
wiD not be abfe to consider Halifax's higher 
offer, far less recommend it. 

Well see. Part of the blame here lies 
with the cumbersome process of conver- 
sion. Unlike bids for publicly listed com- 
panies, which have to be completed within 
90 days, building society conversions take 
an awfully long time - up to 18 months. 
If this takeover lad happened when it was 
first announced, nobody would be grum- 


bling. Nor would anyone be complaining 
if the terms had been fixed not in cash but 
in RBS shares, which have enjoyed the 
same ride as the converted buHdrug soci- 
eties over the last nine months. 

But perhaps the biggest lesson here is 

that there are no half-way houses be tween 

the ut — 5 *-*■ — * 


the dash and bum priorities of the joint 
stock company. Once the principle of mu- 


Once the door is opened, the wolves wOJ 

be in. It is probahty not passible for a build- 
ing society both to convert and have every- 
thing continue in the same cosy way as 
before, which was the intention of the RBS 
deaL However, Halifax needs to be a bit 
careful here. It too might find itself vic- 
tim of the stock market's appetite for cost 
cutting consolidation. 

The dangers of 
too much debt 

HALIFAX is another of those former 
building societies that has more cash than 
it knows what to do with. Wher it is not 
raring up the surplus to bid for its erstwhile 
compatriots in the mutual movement, it 
is busy returning the stuff to shareholders 
by the barrow load. Odd realty, when the 
whole idea behind conversion was 
supposed to have been to gjve building so- 
cieties access to capital markets, not give 
tbe capital markets access to the cash built 
up over decades of mutual ownership. 

Never mind. The mantra these days is 
balance sheet efficiency and Halifax is 


intoning it along with everyone else. 
Greed is good but debt is better and woe 
betide the business which is under- 
levmged That is why Share buy-backs are 
all the rage. What began as a trickle in 1996 
ami developed into a stream last year could 
easily become a torrent over the next few 
years. The latest estimate from Lehman 
Brothers, published yesterday, puts the 
wmniint of equity that could be “retired” 
this year, either through buy-backs or cash 
acquisitions, as high as £30bn. 

There are seme compelling arsons why 

repurchasing share capital is proving so pop- 
ular. The abolition of dividend tax credits 
has made equity a less attractive investment 
for the tax-exempt funds. At tbe same time, 
the phasing out of advance corporation tax 
gives companies the opportunity to buy 
bade capital without the risk of being left 
with ACT payments that they wfll never be 
able to offeet against mainstream tax.; 

Buying back shares to reduce the cost 
of capital is one thing . The focus is now 
on how to leverage balance sheets farther 
through direct substitution of debt for eq- 
uity. If Lehman Brothers is right, UK PLC 
has plenty more scope. Reducing the cash 
holdings of the top 350 companies by a 
half would still onty bring gearing levels 
up to the European average. They would 
still be a long way behind the hugely 
leveraged Americans. But everything, as 
they say, in moderation. Those American 
investment banks that are promoting the 
corporate debt market so heavily now have 
conveniently forgotten how it all ended 
in the nasty mess called Drexel Burnham 
Lambert a decade ago. 


Menzies’ chief set for £1 m pay-off in WHS deal 


By Nigel Cope 

Oh Cjnrfp.'.ndcni 




The managing director of the 
John Menzies retail business is 
jn line for a £lm pay-off fol- 
JJAving yesterday* agreement 
to sell the chain to WH Smith 
for £68m. 

Sieve Robinson, who has run 
Menzies' high street stores for 
four years, will leave the group 
when the deal has been com- 
pleted. He Is oh a three year 
contract of around £170,000 
which will entitle him to 
£UX),fX)0 compensation. How- 


ever, it is understood that Men- 
zics has agreed to double that 
figure in return for ensuring a 
smooth handover of the busi- 
ness to Smith's. 

The lavish compensation 
seems rertam to anger Menzies’ 
shareholders and create an- 
other corporate governance 
row over boardroom pay. 

David Mackay, John Men- 
rics chief executive, declined to 
confirm details of Mr Robin- 
son's severance terms yesterday. 
He said the detail would be 
available in the compaity's next 
annual report However, he 


did pay tribute to Mr Robin- 
son’s role in improving die 
Menzies operation: “He has 
played a key .rote mbmgingthe 
business forward and he de- 
serves some recognition for 
that.’* 

Mr Robinson had been part 
of a management buy-in group 
that lost out to Smith’s in the 
battle for Menzies. Under a 
£55m offer tabled by Alchemy, 
the venture capital group, Mr 
Robinson wonldhave remained 
in charge of foe stores and tak- 
en a stake in the business. Un- 
der the toms of yesterday’s deal 


the enlarged business will be run 
by Beverley Hodson, managing 
director of WH Smith RetaiL 

WH Smith said it had no 
(dans to break up the Menzies 
chain. While it admitted that 
there would be same store clo- 
sures and job losses. Smith's 
pledged to keep most of Men- 
zies 232 stores and retain the 
Menzies name in Scotland where 
it has 92 outlets. The remaining 
stores south of the harder wfll be 
re-branded as WH Smith. 

Richard Handover, chief 
executive of WH Smith, said 
the deal would enhance foe 


group’s position both in Scot- 
land and in railway stations and 
airports: “It is a good oppor- 
tunity for us to get truly national 
coverage. We plan to keep foe 
whole business ... we have 
bought it to grow it” 

He said WH Smith had met 
the Menzies management last 
year but stressed that this was Dot 
about buying the retaS chain but 
about the possibility of sharing 
certain functions such as IT sys- 
tems in die distribution business. 

WH Smith shares dosed 
I0-5pto5G3-5p- Menzies’s rose 
13pto44L5p. 


Ryanair’s $2bn order aims to double size of fleet 


By Michael Harrison 

Ryanair, foe low-cost Irish air- 
line, yesterday unveiled plans 
to more than double foe size of 
ite fleet with a $2bn (£12bn) or- 
der for new Boeing jets - tbe 
biggest in tbe carrier’s 13-year 
history. 

The new aircraft, due for 
delivery from 1999 onwards, 
will be used to expand 
Ryanair's route network as its 
steps up its operations in 
preparation for foe launch of 
British Airways’ own no-frills, 
low-cost carrier Go. 


Ryanair, which floated on 
the Dublin and New York stock 
markets last year, is buying 25 
Boeing 737-800 aircraft for use 
on its burgeoning European 
route network from Stansted 
airport. It has taken out options 
to buy a further 20 of foe 189- 
seat aircraft 

Howard Millar, Ryanair's 
financial director, said foe or- 
der would be financed pari- 
ty through foe airline's cash 
resources and partly through 
debt. 

The aircraft will be delivered 
at a rate of five a year, enabling 


Ryanair to hit its target of in- 
creasing capacity by 25 per 
cent a year. Last year it 4 four 
milli on passengers with a fleet 
of 17 Boeing 737s and this year 
expects to carry 5 milli on. Six 
new routes to France, Italy 
and Sweden are being added to 
its 22 existing destinations this 
summer. 

Mr Millar said Ryanair was 
in talks with 45 other airports 

about launching new routes. It 

is also in discussion with foe 
Stock Exchange about a Lon- 
don listing but there were no 
plans for any equity issue. 
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AJ-V8 performs like no engine before it. 

It’s cradled by an all-niw suspension 
system, which takes the refined and robust 
handling (that *11 Jaguars are quite rightly 


famous far) to newer and greater heights. 

The automatic 5 -speed transmission 
‘reads' yonr chiving conditions to maintain 
both traction and stability; inhibiting gear 


changes at high cornering speeds (which 
Is also ideal for high comers). 

Variable ratio power assisted steering 
provides the new Jaguar with effortless 


manoeuvrability to which words can 
scarcely do Justice. A test drive, on the 
other hand, will speak volumes. 

Don't dream IL Drive It 
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Emerson removes 
Astec directors to 
gain board majority 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


EMERSON Electric, the US gi- 
anu yesterday carried out its 
threat to remove three executive 
directors from the board of Asiec 
(BSR), the electronics group in 
which it bolds a majority stake. 

At tin extraordinary general 
meeting, called by Emerson, 
the company used its 51 per cent 
shareholding in Astee to vote the 
finance director, Mike Arrow- 
smith. technical director Neal 
Stewart, and manufacturing di- 
rector Mike Smith off the board. 

They were replaced by three 
Emerson nominees - Stephen 
Cortinovis, Olivier Detage and 
Ruben Staley. The three men. 
about whom no details were 
released, will become non- 
executive directors. 

The move gives Emerson 
representatives a majority on the 
Asiec board, allowing them to 
cany out their proposed policy 
of ceasing dividend payments by 
Asiec. 

The move was strongly crit- 


icised by Brian Christopber, 
Astec 's chairman, who said the 
removal of the three directors 
was “not in the interests of all 
shareholders'*. 

Numerous institutional and 
private shareholders had 
flocked to the egm to voice their 
disapproval at Emerson's tactics. 
However, nobody from the US 
company showed up. Instead, it 
was represented by three 
lawyers from Nonon Rose. 
Emerson’s legal advisers, who 
voted the shares on the com- 
pany’s behalf. 

Despite repeated interroga- 
tion from other shareholders, 
Emerson’s representatives con- 
sistently refused to answer ques- 
tions on the grounds that any 
answers they- gave might be 
prejudicial to the court case that 
a number of institutional in- 
vestors in Astec have launched 
against Emerson. The share- 
holders argue that Emerson 
has behaved with unfair preju- 
dice against Lhe minority share- 
holders, in contravention of 


Role 459 of the Companies 
Act 

A judge is expected to rule 
this week whether the legal ac- 
tion, which was lodged with the 
court last week, can proceed. 

Peter Marshal], one of 
Astec ’s independent directors, 
criticised the lack of Emerson 
representatives. “The dominant 
shareholder should send some- 
one. They haven’t answered a 
single question or offered any 
words of explanation," he said. 

The meeting started with 
the institutional shareholders in 

Astec Calling fbr an adjo urnme nt 
on the grounds that not enough 
information had been supplied 
about the new directors. Kit that 
move that was defeated follow- 
ing a vote. 

Shareholders and directors 
were equally bewildered by Lhe 
legal technicalities of Emer- 
son’s unprecedented propos- 
als. “I think we're all breaking 
new ground on the legal side,” 
Mr Qnistqpber said in response 
to one shareholder's question. 



THE COST of introducing a new mode) of London taxi 
depressed profits at Manganese Bronze, the cab 
manufacturer said yesterday. The group, wtiidi also makes a 
range of metal powders and components, said pre-tax profits 
of £J .4m for the six months to 31 January inducted an 
exceptional cost of £L5m for introducing the TXI , to replace 


the conv en tion a l model (above). The group made £4.lm In 
the sane period a year ago. Jamie Bor-wick, the duef 
executive, said: The launch of our new taxi was by far the 
biggest event in nr recent historyi The market reception has 
exceeded al our expe cta tions and we are new producing the 
TXI at a higher rate than we have ever made taods before.’ 


Death of BSkyB chief set to prompt fresh shake-up at critical time 


By Terry Macalister 

British Sky Broadcasting faces 
further upheaval among its top 
'management at a critical time fbr 
the satellite broadcaster follow- 
ing the sudden death of Nick 
Carrington, the group's chief 
financial officer. 

The company, controlled by 
Rupert Murdoch, is in the mid- 
dle of switching from analogue 
to digital broadcast technology 


and hopes to launch a version of 
the new service within three 
months. 

Mr Carrington, who was aged 
47, died on Friday night after a 
short illness. He had only been 
in the top financial position 
since the turn of the year. 

He took over from Richard 
Brooke who left in November 
quickly followed by BSkyB’s 
chief executive and managing 
director, Sam Chisholm, plus 


the deputy managing director, 
David Chance. 

Tbe official reason fix the de- 
partures was that senior execu- 
tives did not want the extra 
responsibility that would come 
from launching the latest phase 
of BSkyB development But there 
were also reports of differences 
of opinion about the way forward. 

More recently, there has been 
speculation that the BSkyB could 
lose Geny Robinson, its chair- 


man, because he holds the 
equivalent position at Granada, 
which has its own digital broad- 
casting interests. 

Granada, which controls an 11 
percent stake in BSkyB, has been 
increasingly active with its part- 
ner, Carlton Communications, in 
British Digital Broadcasting. 

Analysts said tbe latest up- 
heaval at BSkyB comes at the 
worst possible time. Mr Car- 
rington’s death could create “a 


vacuum at the executive level", 
warned Raul Richards, media 
analyst with Panmure Gordon. 
“He [Mr Carrington] was a key 
member of the management 
team and no replacement comes 
to mind.” 

A BSkyB spokesman said it 
was too eariy to say who would 
replace the financial director, 
who was working a second stint 
at the pay-TV broadcaster. 

He had been deputy director 


of finance from 1989 to 1991 but 
left to join Polygram before re- 
turning to BSkyB in 1995. Mark 
Booth, BSkyB’s chief executive 
said Carrington’s death was “a 
tragic loss". He said: “Nick had 
an incredible knowledge of 
BSkyB and was a strong present 
during two key periods in the 
company’s history. He will be 
missed very much by all of us." 

BSkyB has traditionally built 
its support around sports pro- 


grammes but increased compe- 
tition has encouraged it to invest 
in madc-for-tclevisioa films. 

It was a row between BSkyB 
and Carlton over tbe proposed 
acquisition of Premier football 
rights for digital channels that 
caused the conflict - and legal 
writs to fly - between the two. 

Shares in BSkyB, which is 40 
per cent owned by Mr Murdoch^ 
News Corporation, rose 6.5p to 
433p yesterday. 


Ottaker float *' 
to net £6m 
paper profit 
for founder 


By Nigel Cepe 

Otv Correspondent 


OTTAKAR'S, the chain of 47 
bookstores, is planning a stock 
market flotation next month 
that will value Lhe group al 
around £30m. The company is' 
raising £20m via an institution- 
al placing and plans to invest the * 
funds in new stores openings. w 

The float will moan a paper 
profit of £fira for founder James 
Heneage. who started Ottakar’s 
with a single store in Brighton 
10 years ago. He owns 20 per • 
cent of the company; 

However, analysts speculated 
that Ottakar's might be snapped 
up by a trade buyer before it 
comes to market Books etc was 
acquired "by Borders, the US 
bookstore, for £40m last Sep- 
tember just ahead of its stock 
market dcbuL Other US book- 
sellers, including Barnes & 
Noble, are still interested in en- 
tering the UK market and 
Ottakar's would make an easily - 
digestible bite for a larger group. 

However, Mr Heneage, Ot- 
takar's founder said: “We have 
had no approaches in the last 
six months.” 

Ottakar's has grown quickly 
by concentrating on smaller 
towns rather than battling 
against Dillons and Water- 

stone’s in Lbe big cities. Tbe com- 
pany has identified 120 further 
locations where it believes its 
stores could be opened. It plans 
15 new stores a year over the 
next two years. 

Ottakar's recorded pre-tax 
profits of £1 J2m on turnover of 
£23.7m last year. It is floating 
to enable its venture capital 
backers to realise part of their^ 
investment. Foreign & Colonial 
controls 70 per cent of the 
company. 


Mirror looks for 
new acquisitions 
to boost growth 


MIRROR Group, the news- 
paper and television company, 
said yesterday it was interested 
in making bolt-on acquisitions 
to boost its growth, particularly 
in its magazines and exhibitions 
business. 

“There is still plenty of room 
for seeking out possible acqui- 
sitions or disposals.” John All- 
wood. the finance director, said 
after the company reported an- 
nual results. Mirror said under- 
lying pre-tax profits rose 12 per 
cent to £92m. boosted by growth 
ut its regional and national news- 
paper operations, in line with an- 
alysts' forecasts of £S9-94m. 

Although Mr Allwood said 
Minor was interested in making 
further acquisitions, he added 
that the company also had strong 
organic growth prospects. He 
said the size of any acquisition 
would be limited by the com- 
pany's gearing level of 89 per 
cent after last year's £300ra ac- 
quisition of regional group Mid- 
land Independent Newspapers. 

But the group declined to 
comment on reports that it 
plans to sell its 46 percent stake 
in Newspaper Publishing, own- 
er of Tiiv Independent and 
Independent on Sunday, to 
Independent Newspapers, the 
Irish media company that also 
lias a 4ft per cent stake. 

David Montgomery, the 
chief executive, attributed the 
profit rise to strong results al The 
\ fimr and Midland Independent, 
as well as increased trading 


profits from its magazines and 
exhibitions operations, that en- 
joyed strong growth, with pro 
forma operating profits rising 25 
per cent to £5m for the year. 

Mirror has increased in- 
vestments in television and re- 
gional newspapers to reduce its 
reliance on national papers, 
and Last week confirmed It was 
in talks with Independent 
Newspapers over its stake in 
Newspaper Publishing. 

Mr Montgomery said tbe- 
Mirror's continuing makeover 
bad paid off by gaining market 
share against The Sun, the 
UK's biggest-selling daily, 
owned by Rupert Murdoch's 
News Corp. 

He also, predicted better- 
than-cxpected cost savings from 
its £3G0m acquisition of Mid- 
land Independent Newspapers. 
The group had initially 
expected cost savings of £5m for 
the first full year after the ac- 
quisition. 

“The figures were in line 
with expectations,” said Loraa 
Tilbian, un analyst al Panmure 
Gordon & Co. “It's a very 
cheap stock, we've got a fair 
value of 25 Op." Mirror said 
advertising revenue at its 
national newspapers rose 6 per 
cent in 1997 and its television 
u pc rations - which include Live 
TV and six city stations - are 
“making good progress” 
towards breaking even. 

Mirror Group’s shares 
closed up7p at 186p. 


Straightforward 
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company’s 
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Laporte: At a glance 

Maitat vaiue: £1.4, stare price 74lp (-17Jp) 

Turnover (On) 088 096 1.07 196 0.83 

Earnings per share (p) 41.4 46.1 182 46.9 J8£ 
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Exciting changes 
afoot at Laporte 


PERHAPS it is tdling that only three jour- 
nalists turned up for the press conference 
at Laporte. It is regarded by many in the 
City as just another boring company in a 
bombed out chemicals sector that has felt 
the full impact of the strong pound. The 
recent takeover of rival Allied Colloids 
provided a brief flutter of bid interest 
across the sector, but tbe argument goes 
that the long-term prospects for an over- 
supplied industry are hardly inspiring. 

Laporte's share price performance cer- 
tainly tallies with this view. The company 
has underperformed tbe market and tbe 
sector dramatically over the last five years. 
But. despite first impressions, interesting 
things are afoot at Laporte, which should 
produce an exerting chemical reaction. 

In his two years in charge Jim Leng, 
Laporte's chief executive, has lead the 
group's renaissance by selling a third of 
the business, approaching half of its sites 
and shed 2,000 workers. These reforms 

helped andertying profits rise 12 per cent 

to £I32m in 1997, and saw the group beat 
its target of 15 per cent margins and a 25 

per cent return on capital employed. 

Impressive figures, and Laporte has 
i mpre ssive ambitions: to double the sales 
at its speciality and chemicals and elec- 
tronics divisions over Lhe next five years, 
to raise margins toa heady 17.5 per cent 
and return on capital to 27.5 per cent. 

To do it Laporte will have to prove it 
can concentrate on profitable niches 
within a tough sector now most of its re- 
structuring programme is complete. For 
example, its business supplying the phar- 
maceutical Industry is growing rapidly. 
And coloured concrete is going down a 
storm in California, aiding pigment sales. 

There are stifl some areas of concern. 
Although the group achieved organic 
growth of 5 per cent last year, the for- 
mulated products division is under- 
adueving. The slowdown in Asia may also 
have a knock-on effect on sales. 

However, the positives outweigh the 



negatives and, with a fair wind, Laporte's 
goals are in reach. The group's strong fi- 
nances also give it the firepower to launch 
a sizeable acquisition of, say, £500m. 

Laporte’s stock rose 17.5p to 74Ip yes- 
terday. Analysts forecast current year pre- 
tax profits rising to £139m, putting the 
shares on a prospective p/e ratio of 14. Af- 
ter a sharp rise in its price. Laporte looks 
less of a bargain that it did at the start of 
the year. However, there is still scope for 
further anprovemenL Good value. 

IMI bashes out the 
goods for Pepsi 

AT FIRST GLANCE it is not easy to see 
. what Midlands metal basher, Gary Allen, 
has in common with the Spice Girls. Bat 

both are hcavUy involved with Ffcpsi. While 
the singers provide advertising jingles, 
Allen's DVQ group produces d rinks dis- 
pensers and good business it is too. - 

Out of IMTsl997 sales of £1.43bn, 10 
per cent how comes from ftqasi, Coca-Cola 
and McDonalds. Sustained demand from 
the US for the engineering company’s 
products helped drive up sales by 12 per 
cent in 1997. Overall group profits before 
tax and exceptional items rose 7 per cent 
to £14fi-5m but the strong pound meant 
IMI missed out on a further £20m on the 
bottom line. IMTs base pre-tsxprofits fell 
from £161 Jm to £148.9m but the 1996 
figure was distorted by £26m of excep- 
tional gains. 

In ah. attempt to counter the strong 
pound it put £7ra worth of restructur- 
ing costs through last year and this will 
be repeated in 1998 as overbeads are 
hacked back. 

Out of IMTs four core areas: building 
products, drinks dispense, fluid power and 
special engineering, tbe later has been tak- 
ing the biggest knodss- IMI dosed rts York- 
shire Alloys subsidiary and further assets 
in this area are earmarked for disposaL 

But IMI has also been protecting 
itself with acquisitions and- says this 
strategy will be continued in the second 


half of tins year. The US and continen- 
tal Europe ar^ the more favoured regions 
at present . ^ 

Last year IMI beefed- up its foreign 
presence, buying the Swiss-based indus- 
trial valve operations of Sulzer. It also 
bought plumbing products group. TA 
Hydraulics of Sweden, and Wilshire 
Corporation of the US. 

It’s remarkable to think bade 20 years 
to when IMI was spun off from ICE. In 
those days 85 per cent of IMTs business 
came from the UK, now it is 30 per cent 

IMI is doing all the right things. Even 
with the home economy tipped to slow fur- 
ther, analysts expect IMI. will make 
around £160m pre-tax profits this year. 

That would put the company, whose 
shares rose 8L5p to 458p yesterday, on a 
multiple of 15 times in line with the sec- 
tor. The stock is worth holding on to. - 

Hodder books a 
24% rise in profits 

HERE'S an ironic story. Thrusting chief' 
executive of a publishing company leads 
campaign to break price-firing in s tuffy 
industry. Despite vociferous opposition 
his efforts succeed, and three years on 
industry experts estimate the move has 
expanded the market by as much as 11 
per cent. However, Lhe spoils go 
elsewhere, tbe company stumbles and is 
forced to issue a profit warning and, over 
tbe same three-year period, the company’s 
shares lose a quarter of their value. 

That’s the story of Tim Hdy- 
Hutehison, chief executive of Hodder 
Headline, who is still trying to convince 
the City that tbe 1995 warning was just 
a blip. Yesterday’s solid 1997 results; 
showing pre-tax profits rising 24 per cent 
to £8 .2m on a 6 per cent rise in compar- 
able sales, will have offered some 
reassurance. 

Although the number of new titles pub- 
lished slipped slightly, operating margins 
widened by more than a percentage 
point to 9.2 per cent as Hodder improved 
what Mr Hefy-Hutchison calls the “batting 

average” -the amount of revenue Hodder 

can squeeze from each book. 

Prospects are good, too. The aut umn 
list, led by Edward Heath’s memoirs and 
Will Carling’s autobiography, looks 
strong. Mr Hely-Hutchison is also upbeat 
about tbe proliferation of book retailers 
and internet booksellers, which be reck- 
ons are re invigorating the market. How- 
ever, educational publishing continues to 
suffer from schools’ lack of funding while 
program in the overseas operations s stow. 

\ Of course, Hodder’s fortunes are 
ultimately linked to the number of books 
people want to buy. But, as long as the 
company can continue to pick large 
sellers and avoid any cock-tips, it should 
prosper in what remains a growing 
market. Brokers yesterday edged np 
rheir profit forecasts for tbe current year 
to £8.9m putting the shares, up 14p to 
239p, on a forward earnings multiple of 
14. Worth a look. 


Liffe to develop electronic 

screen trading system 

* 

The London International Financial Futures Exchange 
(Liffe), is to develop an electronic trading sy&em by autumn 
next yearand plans to reviewits decision to relocate in Spital- 
fiekts, east London. The move to screen trading, which will 
operate ip parallel with Life's traditional “open outcry” system, , 
follows critirismof the exchange's perceived reluctance to em- 
brace electronic systems. A Liffe spokesperson said the de- 
cision to introduce electronic trading was the “main reason” 
behind file review of its proposed relocation to Spitalfidds. 

Lloyds to sell estate agency 

Lloyds TSB, the UK bank, is in “exclusive talks” with Bradford 
& Bingley building society over the sale of its estate agency 
chain. Black Horse Agencies. B&B expects the negotiations to 
be concluded within a month. Black Horse Agencies compris- 
es 370 outlets, employs 3 ,300 and has net assets of around £35m. 

Close Bros interims rise 

Close Brothers, one of the few remaining independent UK 
merchant banks, has been upgraded by brokers following a 
stronger-than-expected set of half-year profit figures. The bank 
earned pre-tax profits of £37m in the six months to January, 
up from £28m last year. Rod Kent, dose Bros' managing di- 
rector. said he was “happy” with the bank’s independent status, 
although he added "that is not to say if somebody approached 
us with a deal we wouldn’t consider it". 

Regulation plans postponed 

The Government’s Green Paper on utility regulation has been 
postponed until after next week’s Budget. The Department . 
of Trade and Industry planned to publish tbe consultative docu- 
ment early this month but has dashed with the Treasury in a 
number of areas, notably over proposals to tax excess profits 
in the privatised gas, electricity, water and telecoms industries. 

Racal wins £85 m radar deal 

Racal has landed an £85m order to belp develop a new battle- 
field radar system as part of an international defence con- 
sortium. The Cobra system, designed to locate, trade and 
counter enemy artillery fire, will enter service in 2001. 
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THERE'S NO SUCH 
THING AS A FOREIGN COUNTRY 

Wherever your business takes you, we've already been there. 
We're part of EULER — a global credit insurer with operations on 
five continents. Using in-depth local knowledge, we can assess the 
trade risks for your business in any part of the world, then insure 
you against non-payment. Call 01454 204104 and talk to 
EULER Trade Indemnity. The partner for 
trading in a risky world. 
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Compass and Misys bid for Footsie membership 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


COMPASS, the contract 
caterer, and Misys, the com- 
puter group, are neck and 
neck in a battle for membership 
of the exclusive Footsie dub. 

As the stock market dosed 
Misys, with a Sp gain to 
2,6825p, managed to open up 
a marginal lead with Compass 
off 2p at 915p. One, possibly 
both, will join the blue-chip 
index. In thud spot but unlikely 
to force its way into con- 
tention is Northern Rock, the 
mortgage bank, little changed 
at 61Gp. 

The catering/compnting 
battle is too dose to call To- 
day’s dosing prices provide the 

basis for the crudal calcula- 
tions which will be presented 
to the Footsie steering 
committee when it meets 
tomorrow. 

Compass and Misys have 
enjoyed remarkable runs, The 
catering group, which has ex- 
panded aggressively through 
acquisitions, has been as low 
as 582 Jp. The shares have 
moved ahead strongly this 


year, drawing some support 
. from rumours of a takeover 
bid from Rentokfl Initial^ but 
are 13p below their peak. 
Misys shares have climbed 
from a lJlLSp low and are 
65p below their high 

Dixons, the electrical re- 
tailer which has blown a fuse 
since h became apparent fes- 
tive sales would disappoint, will 
almost certainly be relegated. 
From 720p in November the 
shares are bumping along at a 
12 month lowof512p. 

It is now valued at £L2bn 
with Compass and Misys both 
above £2.9bn. Rank, the 
leisure group little changed at 
332p, is another possible 
casualty. 

Footsie, and the supporting 
indices, are important invest- 
ment indicators for many 
funds. Some tracker funds in- 
vest only in Footsie con- 
stituents; others use the 
supporting FTSE 250 index as 
their cut-off point 

Consequently, member- 
ship, even of the midcap index. 


can have a si gnifican t impact 
on a share. 

For example, on Friday 
Micro Focus arrived in the 
midcap index, replacing T&N, 
the engineer taken over by 
Federal-Mogul of the US. 
Micro Focus was up 40p on 
Friday and managed a 37-Sp 
gain to 3,570p yesterday. 

- IT shares, including Micro 
Focus and Misys, have scored 
from the introduction of an in- 
dex covering the computer 
sector which was launched at 
the start of the year. 

Footsie ended just a 
whisker below its peak, climb- 
ing 36 points to 5,818.9 in what 
was a rather featureless ses- 
sion. Supporting shares also 
made headway with the small- 
cap index breaking through 
2^>00 points for the first time. 

BTR, once a conglomerate 
now an engineer, continued its 
revival, gaining 20p to 23 Op and 
toppin g the blue chip leader 
board, William^, another to 
flee the now unglamorous con- 
glomerate pack and move into 


the security and fire alarms 
bracket, also gain 2Gp, reach- 
ing 388p- Figures are due to- 
day. Profits could approach 
£290m against £248m. But 
some of the gain was due to 
speculation it could accompa- 
ny the results with the sale of 
its Nu-Tbne US building ma- 
terials business for £140. 

Reed and Pearson offered 
contrasting media displays. 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

750 * 



Pearson jumped 49p to 992p 
in further response to Fri- 
day’s sale of the troublesome 
Mindscape business. Since the 
disposal the shares have risen 
73p. Deutsche Morgan Gren- 
fell announced a l,130p target 

Reed International nun- 
bled 57p to 620p after the 
planned £17_5bn merger with 
Dutch publisher Wo Iters 
Kluwer was called off. 

Financials had a relatively 
quiet session although Legal 
& General, the insurer, 
jumped 32p to 697p as take- 
over rumours returned. 
Halifax, which has barged into 
the Birmingham Midshires 
takeover with a £780m offer, 
fell 12p to 925p. The BM 
building society has agreed a 
£630m bid from the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

Close Brothers, the mer- 
chant bank, rose 45p to 726 Jp. 
Interim figures impressed but 
there is also a sneaking suspi- 
cion the group will soon be the 
subject of a takeover strike. 
Norwich Union, figures to- 


day, overcame an early 14p fall 
to dose 17p (after 32p) higher 
at 515p. 

British Energy surged 23p 
to 4S4p after forecastings its 
profits would be “at least" 
f 160m and not the £125m the 
market expected. The higher- 
than-expected profits are due 
to tbe way fuel prices have held 
up at a time costs have been 
kept under control. 

Asda jumped 8-5p to 197p 
on speculation the Safeway bid 
will come from J Sainsbory. 
Safeway rose 4p to 37R5p; 
Sainsbmy’s gained lOp to 4S0p- 

Drugs group SkyePharma, 
figures on Thursday, gained 7p 
to 80p following positive com- 
ments from SBC \tferburg. 

Builder Tflbury Douglas 
added lOp to 235p following 
a £ 15m water contract. Figures 
are due on Thursday and 
around £22J5m is expected 
against £19m. 

On Of ex. Advance Digital 
Communications climbed to 
29.5p from its 20p placing 
price. 


taking STOCK 

PolyDoc, an information 

management company with 

share presence’s on AIM and 
in Amsterdam, is haring a 
remarkable run. Up 50p on 
Friday the shares climbed a 
farther 37-5p to 232^p. 

year’s figures are due soon 
and there are hopes the group 
will produce a maiden profit 

Sell chemical group Hickson 
International, suggests 
Sutherlands, the stockbroker. 
Analysts Martin Evans and 
Catherine Haynes say: “Off 
skid row but still in the dink, 
Hickson is only in early re- 
covery” The shares are 85 p. 

Food group John Lusty rose 
l*5p, equalling its ll-25p 
year’s high- It has launched a 

breakfast cereal which is said 

to have been well received. 
■Rather & Greenwood expect 
profits of £1.9m (£753,000). 

Abacus Polar; an electrical 
component distributor, rose 
lOp to 13&5p after forging an 
alliance with a German 
group. The two will have a 
£Z30m turnover: 
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Learn 
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experts. 


Jim Slater, Terry Smith and Ahran Hall are just some 
of the speakers at The 1998 Private Investors Conference. 
Sponsored by Charles Schwab, and supported by Bloomberg 
Money this nnique event is on Saturday 25th April 1998. 
Tickets start at only £15, but places are limited. 

Call 0870 606 4444 for details, quoting ref. IN 150. 
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jHow Brown’s Budget could muck 
U P Britain’s economic experiment 



hamish 

McRae 

*ON WHY 

demand is 

NOT A WORRY 


BRITISH Budgets are not nearfy 
as important as they are billed to 

be.but the one next Tbesday wffl 

be more important than most It 
win be Gordon Brown's 
to muck things up. 

The Budget last year was in- 
troduced when we were al- 
ready three months into the 
^financial year and was inevitably 
^limited in the scope of the 
changes that could be made. It 
would have been difficult to 
have done anything that would 
have been seriously damaging 
to the economy, or indeed ma- 
terially helpful to it. The bud- 
get deficit was narrowing in a 
satisfactory way, the economy 
was growing at a decent clip, un- 
employment Was falling, there 
was very little inflation and the 
current account was in modest 
surplus. Not since the before the 
First World War has a new 
chancellor inherited such an ev- 
idently agreeable combination. 

Now the picture isslightly dif- 
ferent The deficit is still nar- 
rowing, actually a little faster 
*]}han before thanks to some 
modest tax increases and slightly 
faster-than-expected growth. 
Growth is still solid, unemploy- 
ment still falling, inflati on still 
under control -only the current 
account seems to be beading 
sharply into deficit 

&>, over the last nine months, 
while the Chancellor has been 
pondering what he should be 
doing to make his mark on the 
job, most of the numbers have 


The government borrows less. 

PSBR,%offiDP 




forecast 


I I 1 I I I 


1990-9! 1991-92 1992-93 199394 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 

.thanks to higher revenue and the squeeze on spending 



Rot tax recetfs grewA 
Real spending growth 


been improving. Borrowing is so 
low as to be almost non-existent 

The top graph show the way 
this has been falling, but the 
forecast there may be overly 

Pessimistic- It isp fysi hip. that — 

on present trends — the gov- 
ernment accounts will show a 
surplus in the year* 

starting this April. That is 
t hanks to the virtuous circle 
which occurs when there is do- 
cent economic growth: the 
growth increases tax revenues 
while cutting demand for gov- 
ernment spending, for example 
on unemployment benefit - 
see bottom graph. 

So the number one concern 
of any chancellor - are the 
books balan c ed? — is not an is- 
sue. Number two concern is the 
state of the economy. Here the 
warnmg beE from the current 
account does show that we are 
close to the present limits of 
capacity utilisation. Hie warn- 
ing bell might have come from 
inflation but it hasn’t, partly be- 
canse of the stren gth 
which holds down import prices 
and puts pressure on exporters 
to hold down their costs, but 

mostly because of the change in 

culture which has ta ke n pfar** 
in wage barg aining Inflation 
everywhere — in economies 


So bow worried should Mr 
Brown be about excessive 
demand? I am sure he will be 
seriously concerned for one 
simple reason. Ignoring the 
similar dangers signals was the 
key mistake made by Nigel 
Lawson in the late 1980s. I am 
not sure, however, that he needs 
to be so worried for two simple 
reasons. One is that be cannot 
do anything about it The other 
is that he doesn’t need to. . 

He cannot do anything 
about excessive demand be- 
cause the sort of level of fiscal 
tightening needed to make any 


affecting consumer confidence 
are vastly more important that 


spending. And be does not 
need to do anything to check 
demand because either ft wiH 
taper down of its own accord, 


the accounting side and noth- 
ing much can be done on 
the macroeconomic side, why 
did I start this col umn by say- 
ing that this is Mr Brown’s op- 
portunity to muck, things up? 

Because Britain hag become 
an economic experiment, a 
forerunner of what more and 
more developed economies will 
tend to become during the next 
25 years. Our macroeconomic 
position is boring: satisfactory, 
but boring none the less. Our 
microeconomic position is very 
interesting indeed. 


sectors. These include interna- 
tional finance (of course), 
telecommunications arid media. 


ceuticals, and a few ‘‘brand- 
name" consumer industries. 
There is, in addition, still a sig- 
nificant conventional manufac- 
turing business, but that is not 

lary. hy intgmatirmal «tf andair k. 

No one decided 10 or 20 
years ago that we would sell the 
entire British motor industry to 
foreign interests. No one de- 
cided that we would create 
enormous pharmaceutical com- 
panies or sell virtually all our 
merchant banks to foreign 
banks. On the other hand, no 
one also decided that we would 
establish as large a venture 
capital industry as the whole of 
the rest of Europe combined. 
All these changes have been in 
response to market signals, 
which rightly or wrongly, we 
have accepted. 

Question: will the myriad, 
detail changes in the Budget - 
and this is Mr Brown's main 
shot at these - allow and en- 
courage these market signals to 
continue to shape our economy? 
Or wOl they start to lean towards 
command and control? 

The worry of the more 
thoughtful people in the busi- 


ness c ommunity is not that the 
Chancellor will make some spe- 
cific mk»aln>. fa macroeconomic 
management Rather, it is that 
be will make lots of small mis- 
takes because he came to office 
with a rigid blueprint and Hadn ’t 
a flexible enough mind to realise 
that this needs to be changed. 

For example, the Individual 
Savings Accounts plan outlined 
at the end of last year is fine in 
principle but as presently 
constituted a clear disaster 
cumbersome, expensive to ad- 
minister, unfair. WiH he change 
it? Is he aware that the only net 
creators of new jobs in the 
country are very small firms? 
Will, in practice, he make tax 
changes which tilt the balance 
of advantage against smaO com- 
panies and in favour of large? 
In his (perfectly proper) zeal to 
close tax loopholes, will he am- 
ply encourage people to move 
even more of tbeir activities off- 
shore? Will he allow profitable 
businesses like our fine art sale- 
rooms to be damaged by EU- 
imposed VAT levies? And so on. 

The devil, this Budget, will 
lie in the detail. Fingers crossed. 


the odd few billion of changes a duster of bi-tech industries 
in the government's taxing and inducting defence and phanna- 


which are close io capacity and 
those which have lots to spare 
- remains very low. 


or interest rales win whack up 
to such an extent that they wffl 
knock the boom on the head. 
But if there is no problem on 


Unusually, and in an un- 
material impact on demand is planned way, we have concen- 
so enormous as to be not wrath trated the main weight of our 
contemplating. Changes in in- economy in a sm»n number of 
terest rates and other factors 
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JON MOYNIHAN, who resigned as c ha i rm a n 
and chief executive of PA Consulting last 
August, has just un-resigned. 

In fact, despite headhunters being ap- 
pointed to find his successor, Mr Moynihan 
never left office. 

Ixt me explain. Mr Moynihan was at Logger 
beads with the Butten Thist, set up by PAs 
founder Ernest Butten, over the share of 
profits allocated to former employees of PA. 
Mr Moynihan felt current employees weren’t 
getting a big enough slice of the action. 

Or, as Mr Moynihan put it yesterday, 
speaking from New York: “The matter over 
which I resigned got resolved just before 
Christmas in a way which 1 wanted it to be 
resolved." 

Before the settlement, the Trust owned 
about 70 per cent of the “on-going value” of 
PA. Following the settlement, the Thist now 
owns some preference shares, which will 
provide income, and a “golden share” which 
will come into play .if IA is ever sold. Apart 
from that, the current employees now call the 
tune. 

“Following this discussion with the board 
(of the Thist), we derided 1 should stay,” adds 
Mr Moynihan. 

Even the headhunter's fee has not gone 
to waste. The person who came top of the list 
as Mr Moynihan’s successor has meta- 
morphosed into the next chief executive of 
PA. Mr Moynihan will stay on as executive 
chairman, but believes the fast-growing firm 
needs a chief executive as welL Expect an an- 
nouncement soon. 

WORKS by Picasso, Warhol and many other 
artists will be on display at law firm Collyer- 
Bristow’s gallery in Holbom, London, and 
every single one will be a fake. 

The exhibition, imaginatively tilled “Rke”, 
kicks off appropriately enough on 1 April, and 
is designed to raise awareness of the threat 
posed by counterfeiters the world over to 
British business. 

The exhibition is the brainchild of Christo- 
pher Renni e- Smith, intellectual property 
partner at CoHyer Bristow. It will feature fakes 


of branded goods such as Nike shoes, Chanel 
No 5, Johnny Walker whisky and Pepsi. 

The law firm is part of the Anti-Counter- 
feiting Group, which lobbies government on 
behalf of companies which own threatened 
brands or intellectual property. 

CoDyer-Bristow originally started holding 
exhibitions at tbeir offices because they rep- 
resented so many artistic cheats. Now they have 
formalised the process, and even have a part- 
time curaira, Tamar Atikhi, who puts together 
a new show every six to eight weeks. 

ARTHUR ANDERSEN may be making a 
hash of things in its relationship with its An- 
dersen Consulting colleagues, but the firm can 
still hire good people. 

Andersen has just taken on Carol Arrow- 
. a big noise in the world of employee 
share schemes and the like, as a partner in 
the firm’s broadly based Human Capital 
Services team. 

Ms Arrowsmith joined New Bridge Street 
Consultants, an.advisoiy firm linked to lawyers 
Clifford Chance, as a director in 1986, and took 
over as managin g director in 1990. She is also 
a director of Pro Share, the organisation pro- 
moting share-based investment. 

She wfll be working with Brian Friedman, 
world-wide head of Andersen’s Human Cap- 
ital Services practice, and hims elf a recent hire 
from Stoy Hayward, the accountancy firm. 

Mr Frie dman welcomed Ms Arrowsmith 
to the practice, saying: “We are already a multi- 
disciplinary group with lawyers, actuaries, com- 
pensation and benefits specialists, taxation and 
change manage ment experts offering a wide 
range of professional advice....” 

Great. Not a boring old accountant in 
sight.... 

UBS continues to shed staff like a tree 
shedding apples in an autumn gale. Among 
those not going to merge with SBC Warburg 
are Patrick Kirby and Sue Cox, a media and 
a smaller companies analyst respectively, who 
have joined ABN Amro. And UBS’s former 
head of European Equity research since 
1994, Mark Howdle, has joined Salomon 
Smith Barney as director of Pan-European 
Strategy. 

Not surprising, really, when you consider 
that SBC has taken 67 out of the 85 top jobs 
in merged equities division of UBS and War- 
burg Dillion Read. 

Another shotgun ‘merger, that between 
CSFB and BZW, has provided ABN Amro 
with another recruit, Garbidla Sexton, who 
joins the Dutch investment bank as European 
Equity Editor. 

In fact, apart from ING, which seems to 
be reconsidering its investment in Barings, the 
Dutch are providing the best refuge for newly 
down-shifted bankers at the moment. 
Rabobank is reportedly seeking to recruit 700 
capital markets people. 

There again. First Chicago NBD have abo 
taken someone on this week, in the form of 
Dr Giorgio RadaeUi from Lehman Brothers. 
Dr RadaeUi will bring a decade of experience 
as a market economist to First Chicago in 
London. 
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Coltart steps off 
Tour treadmill 


WITH a frenzy that would have 
brought glee to any self-re- 
specting fly-on-the-wall docu- 
suap director, the European 
Tour left behind the previous- 
ly virginal fairways of Doha even 
quicker than it had arrived- 

Within a couple of hours of 
Andrew Coltart winning his 
maiden title at the Qatar Mas- 
ters, the travelling circus was 
bound for a brief stopover in 
duty-free Dubai where the pre- 
vious week's tournament had 
taken place, and then the long 
overnight flight back to Gatwick. 

Most barely had time to un- 
wrap another couple of spon- 
sored polo shirts before heading 


Andy Farrell reports 
refuses to cash in on 

back to the airport yesterday for 
a flight to Agadir for this week's 
Moroccan Open. Life on tour is 
both an exhausting treadmill 
and an exhilarating adventure. It 
is seductive, especially for the 
young and talented who have the 
prospect of also becoming rich. 

But enough & enough for 
Coltart. “I haw played L2ofthe 
last 14 weeks,” he said. “I am 
feeling fine, I could play in Mo- 
rocco, but I am going to enjoy 
a break." A trip to Scotland, an 
outing in the Sunningdale Four- 


Bradley secures great win 
despite putting blunder 


MICHAEL BRADLEY made 
an astonishing error when he 
missed an eight-inch putt at the 
I Ith hole, but recovered to win 
the Doral-Ryder Open ty one 
stroke on Sunday. 

Bradley's one-stroke victory 
gives him a top 50 place in the 
world rankings issued yesterday. 
A native of Florida, he jumps 
18 places to 37th after winning 
only the second PGA Tour 
event of his career. 

Bradley showed great poise 
after his potentially devastating 
miscue, finishing with a one-un- 
der-par 71 instrongwindsonthe 
Dora! Resort's famous Blue 
Monster” course. 

He sank his winning par 
putt from four feet at the final 
hole to finis h at 10-under 278 
— the highest winning score 
here since 1955. 

John Huston, who dosed 
with a 67. and Billy Mayfair (69) 
tied for second on 279. Tiger 
Woods compiled a final-round 
one-over 73,- fading to a tie for 
ninth at 283 after finishing 
with a double-bogey, while 
Nick Faldo was 15 shots behind 
Bradley. 


Bradley, who just last week 
was diagnosed with a herniat- 
ed disk in his back earned 
$360,000 (£240,000) for his 
second PGA Tour victory, as 
well as an invitation to the 
Masters. 

“After that putt on 11 I 
wasn’t sure what was going to 
happen, but I buckled down and 
hit some good irons coming in." 
said Bradley, 31. 

“I was fortunate I hit a good 
drive on 12. That settled me 
down. 1 still don't know what 
happened [with the missed 
putt]. I did my normal routine, 
hit a couple of practice strokes. 
It was a 360-degree horse- 
shoe.” 

Bradley, who started the 
day with a two-stroke lead, rat- 
ed his victory the biggest of his 
career. His previous win came 
at the 1996 Buick Challenge, 
which was shortened to 36 
holes. 

U A win is a win, but this is 
definitely more special, because 
it was 72 holes, the course was 
tough, the field strong and I had 
to do something special at the 
last hole.” 


on the golfer who 
long-awaited success 

somes and five weeks off the 
Tour should do the trick 

There are two reasons for 
playing week after week on 
tour. One is because of good 
form: cash in while you can. The 
other is because of poor form: 
keep playing and maybe next 
week wfl] be the one it all 
comes right. 

In the last year, Coltart has 
experienced both extremes. 
Last summer he was chasing a 
Ryder Cup spot, started Buss- 
ing cuts - something of a rari- 
ty when he finish ed seventh on 
the money list in 1996, lost con- 
fidence - messed around with 
his technique and so the down- 
ward cycle went on. “I should 
have taken a break earlier than 
I did. There was nothing wrong 
with how I was playing. The 
problem was between the ears.” 

Forced to miss the World 
Cup, in which he had became a 
fixture for Scotland in the pre- 
vious three years, Coltart instead 
headed for Australia and won 
their PGA Championship fra - the 
second time. In nine tourna- 
ments, the 27-year-old Soot won 
Aus$316,107 (£134,000) and was 
confirmed the winner of the or- 
der of merit prior to teeing off 
for hs final round in Doha. 

Despite wins elsewhere in 
the world, it is this first win on 
the European Tour that could 
be the making of him. Coltart 
had three times been a runner- 
up, an experience he described 
as “sickening”. David Duval 
can also attest to that 

like Coltart, against whom 
he played in the 3991 Whlfcer 
Cup match at Portmamock the 
American has constantly been 
in the “expected to win” cate- 
gory and finished second sev- 
en times before be won for the 
first time on the US Tour last 
October. He promptly won 
three times in a row, including 



Leeds deny foul 
on use of reserves 


IfSIl Rugby League 

.iS 


transferred to Halifax this week, 
while Super League dubs are 
being circulated about the avau- 
By D«ra HadfieM ability of the prop forward 

LEED ir ed ^Jrf'tS w"‘ «> f ° u ™ ; 

“SMSK ■ 

** iome fo™ £ j 

chief executive, John Smith, 
^eTScbief executive teopaiedulta^Mhe^. 
Gary Hetherington, insisted re- cil and 
oorts SaT^Nwton, Gavin for a new ground if Vtornngton 
j^uwn, AdamHugbes, Marvin are to bold their own m Super £ 
SandRiflcInSionwere I^e.“^he^dmrai 
SjS Bromley were pre- allsides at 
mature “These are players who Wigan, just 1- miles up the 

wrifflnot nrakeour starting line- A49 from VVhiruigion, are to ' 
up, but we will need them at press ahead with their 
some stage during the season,” a cuswm-buflt ground dtt they 
he said. “We are not running an wm share with Wi^ Athletic, 

A team, but we want them to be following their shar^oldcra 
playing rugby. They are available vote to allow Dave W helan, the 
S/ofoe/Srbs, i well as to football dub's ^airman, to 
Bromley who, in any case, are take over the rugby di*. 
only allowed three loan players.” • Oxford will Liy to end a four- 

Squad trimming by the new year losing streak against Cam- . 
Leeds coach, Graham Murray, bridge in the ^rsitymatch at 
is likely to see last season’s Richmond tonight. The rerer- 
regular centre, Phil Hassan, ee will be Julia Lee, from Hull. 

Ireland retain same team ^ 


Andrew Coltart: Break time after playing 12 of the last 14 weeks Photograph: Allsport 


the season-ending lour Cham- 
pionship, and his victory in Tbc- 
son last month was his fourth 
in eight tournaments. 

Both men are from golfing 
families, which probably made 
their tong courtship with success 
all the harder to bear. Coltart's 
unde was a foiinder member of 
the Thornhill dub near Dum- 


fries and his father a low-hand- 
icapper. Duval’s father is apro 
who made his debut on the US 
Senior tour last year. 

Duval does not flunk there 
was any particular secret to his 
sudden turnaround. ‘‘You re- 
alise you can do it, but you just 
get out of the way and let your- 
self do it.” he said. “It’s just a 


calm you need to be in.” 

Over the winter, Coltart has 
worked hard, not on his game, 
but on his attitude. Calm has 
never been a word to describe 
him, but if he can continue to 
keep the red mists from getting 
in the way, there is no reason 
Coltart cannot win many more 
times. 


Rugby Union 


IRELAND will field an un- 
changed team in their next Five 
Nations' Championship game, 
against Wales at Lansdowne 
Road on Saturday week 

Tlie new coach, Warren Gat- 
land, has stuck by the squad 
which performed so well against 
France in Paris last Saturday, 
when they lost 18-16 despite be- 
ing the 33-1 outsiders. The only 
alteration is the addition to 
the replacement's panel of Eric 
Miller of Leicester and Mark 
McCall of London Irish. 

Miner was not considered for 
the Ftench match because of a 
chest infection while McCall 
who vras suffering with bruised 
ribs, takes the places of Michael 
lynch (Young Munster). A fi- 
nal decision on the composition 
of the seven-man replacements’ 
panel win not be made until next 
week. The squad win assemble 
in Limerick next Sunday. 


IRELAND: C OShMi fljndon ^it**?* 
ire* (Sarrartsl R Hondanan MAnnti K 



• The French winger Philippe 
Saint- Andre will return to 
league action for Gl o ucest e r this 
week after a four-month injury 
lay-off. The former French cap- 
tain has played only 25 minutes 
for his English dub since suf- 
fering a groin strain while lead- 
ing France against South Africa .. 
last November. He tried to0i 
make a comeback in January : 
against "Wasps but had to go off 
with a recurrence of the injury. 
Saint-Andr6 has now been de- 
clared fully fit after playing in 
a Gloucester second-team game 
at Obey in Buckinghamshire at 
the weekend, and will turn out 
against Wfcsps at Kingsholm 
tomorrow. 
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Today we publish the updated results of 
The Independent Fantasy Football League. 
The league table includes all scores up to 
February 28th. The player list includes scores 
from all games played until March 8th. Nei- 
ther set of scores includes results from the FA 
Cup. The overall winner at the end of the sea- 
son will win a pair of tickets to the World Cup 
finals in France this summer. 


Every time one of ynur players score you gei four points. There 
are four points for a keeper or a defender every time tbeir 
team keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goal 
Le.: if there is a one goal difference in (he srardlne, the play- 
er scoring the final goal for the winning team is awarded 3 
bonus point awarded in addition to standard goaJ related points. 
Each successful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead 
directly to a goal will give a player 8 points. The opinion of 
our experts on the matter is finaL Each player selected and 
starting a game will be awarded one point. 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point if a 
player fa given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, ei- 
ther scored or conceded, do not count 

Die Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their retd-life team wins, 1 point fa awarded 
if they draw and no points ore given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The independent and repeated the fol- 
lowing Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 



Independent Fantasy Football 


LEAGUE TABLE 



CALCULATED ON HATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST- 28 FEBRUARY 

1 

Mr D Edmington 

Edmo United 

92 9 


Mr D Baker 

Deja Vu 

913 


MrJ Hayes 

Early Birds 

913 

4 

Mr A Choudi 

Nikes9lh 11 

912 

5 

Mr C King 

Seeking Victoiy 

911 

5 

Mr D San 

The Untouchables 

911 

5 

Mr P Tlilfcr 

Pins Up 4 

911 

5 

Mr D Aston 

Billy Boy's 2nd 11 

911 

5 

Mr D Evans 

Boolhen End Old Boys 

911 

5 

Mr J Cox 

SouthvQlc F 

911 

II 

Mr B Sari 

Simply The Best 

906 

i: 

Mr Archer 

No Wright 

904 

13 

Mr I Boyle 

Wembley Bounders 

903 

13 

Mr A Wingrove 

Tony's Boys 

903 

13 

Mr T Lyons 

Diana's Demons 

903 

lb 

Mr S Scott 

Unbeatable 

896 

17 

Mr M twins 

Mikes C Team 

892 

IS 

Mr I Brown 

The Hoofers 

891 

1 *J 

Mr M Ewins 

I've started BuL Will I Finish 

890 

19 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes A Team 

890 

10 

Mr A Mitchell 

The Eye For It 

890 


Miss L Wild 

Amcrretto FC 

888 

13 

Mr A Mitchell 

Nursery Park Rangers 

883 

23 

Mr S Scott 

The Dream Team 

883 

23 

Mr G Boll 

The Hairy Monsters 

883 

23 

Mr Cummragham 

The Zebra 

883 


Mr D Ackroyd 

Jacks Lads 

882 

2S 

Mr S Aston 

Billy Boy's 3rd 11 

881 

29 

Mr Brady 

Look Lively 

879 

30 

Mr D Thomas 

Scunthrope Extras 

878 

31 

Mr P Cridland 

PDC2 

877 

31 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes B Team 

877 ! 

33 

No Name 

Leo Dis 

876 

33 

MrJ McCrossam 

Wished Up Army 

876 

35 

Mr M Pawlcv 

Robert's Raiders 

874 

36 

Mr D Aston 

Billy’s Bays 

872 

36 

MrJ Cox 

Retro Rogers 

872 

3S 

Mr T Brazier 

Wow For Short 

870 

39 

Mr D Baker 

Dead Heat 

S6S 

39 

Mr P Tuflcr 

Pin Up 2 

868 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 8 MARCH 


mil n of huh I code mom 

gw I 


GOALK EEPERS 

300 ^Miwn 

303 l.nhfc 

304 M flnnin g cr 

305 Bosmcfa 
30b Oakes 
307 Wbwoo 
30R Lcsac 
309 Honed 
330 F3an 

333 Branai 

334 DeGoey 

335 Grabs 

336 OntcMtc 

337 Hcdman 

338 Nmh 
33« Day 
340 Poom 

343 Hoult 

344 SoolhnH. 

345 Gerraid 

346 Martyn 

347 -Becocy 

348 Keflor 
34V Ante 
350 lames 

353 Warner 

354 Srimrictori 

355 YmDerGtnw 

356 Given 

357 ffclop 

358 P n aaunu 

359 Taylor 

360 Bcssam 

363 Walker 

364 Barden 

365 MBfcfasto 

366 Saavan 

DEFENDERS 

400 Dam AS 

403 Upson A! 

404 tail A! 

405 GnsKBdt Af 

406 Wgaerinan Af 

407 Braid AT 

408 Adams Af 

400 Kenan Af 

430 Stanton AV 

433 Sivnhw w AV 

434 EUon AV 

41S Netara AV 

436 Wtnhr AV 

437 Seneca AV 

438 Gorysoo AV 

439 Moses BA 

440 Ante!? BA 

443 Tamnon BA 

444 Kazan - BA 

445 Ben MU 

446 LeSanx CS 

447 Coleman BL 

448 Header BL 

449 Kama BL 

450 Haute? BL 

453 Valery BL 

454 Andaaam BL 

455 Cos BO 


0 49 4.0 
0 0 1.0 
5 20 W 

5 44 44) 
0 7 1.5 

0 35 1j0 

0 12 ID 

a 33 M 

0 12 1.5 

1 56 L2 

1 66 L0 

0 0 14) 

0 37 22 
0 27 |4) 

0 0 14) 

0 0 14) 

0 65 12 

0 0 L6 
D » 34 
0 4 L5 
5 63 33 

D I 12 
0 60 25 
0 0 15 

0 71) 35 

0 0 1.0 

0 U 55 

1 1 12 

0 33 25 

0 21 15 
5 55 341 
0 0 L8 

0 0 L0 

0 45 34 

1 30 14) 

0 13 12 

0 57 17 


5 49 15 
5 11 24) 

5 68 42 
0 41 17 

4 70 15 
0 41 15 

5 49 AS 
5 22 45 
4 46 34) 


456 EZEOC 

457 RnTdanfih 

458 Tkgpn 

459 Beranon 

460 Dwrenj 

463 tareten 

464 L&mbourde 

465 Letoenf 

466 Sinclair 

467 Dash 

468 Stanr 
Burrows 

470 Haworth 

473 Edwunby 

474 Gordon 
473 Mmcu 

476 Urate 

477 LBugJn 

478 Robots 

479 Hre i dresaon 

480 Stimac 

483 C Powell 

484 Laonen 

485 E ian i o 
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His Song 



Irish standard 


WHEN the great tumult goes 
UP “ uxl Tuesday to announce 
the firs race of the Cheltenham 
Festival most of the crooners 
will be united by one horse, one 
tune; His Song. 

The eponymous elephan- 
tine gelding is the beast ex- 
pected to give the Irish 
contingent spending money for 
Uie rest of the week in the 
Supreme Novices' Hurdle. If the 
chestnut does so, glasses will be 

« 'scd to the 3lst Irish winner 
die Festival’s opening race. 
The mental stepping stones 
suggest His Song must win. At 
Leopardstown recently he went 

down by just a length and a half 

to the Champion Hurdle fav- 
ourite, Istabraq. QED. 

Among the few that did not 
get carried away that day, how- 


ever » was the chestnut’s train- 
^^ael “Mouse” Moms, 
e jumped weB and did eveaty- 
Jhing that was asked of him and 
he did run the favourite for the 
Ch f m P i °u Hurdle to a length 
und a half,” Morris said yes- 
terd^r. «No matter what Way 

you like at it, it was a piod run 
but it might have been a flattenr 

or two. Three out they took a 
pull and they slowed up halfway 
along the bade.” 

His Song is an extremely 
likeable hone. He is physical- 
ly unposing and prepared by a 
figure who is helpfol even by 
Irish standards. 

Whatever happens next 
week. His Song is destined for 


and there’s no doubt he is a very 
special hotse. He certainly has all 
the attributes, hut whether he 
toms out ro be a great horse is 
another (fay’s work.” 

Moose knows the way to 
Cheltenham by now. He has 
won races at the Festival both 
as jockey and trainer, though 


does now is a bonus and he’s 
done the business now for a 

novice before going over fences,” 
Mottk said. “I t*s very eaify days. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Salinger 
(Sedgefield 2.00) 

NB: The Brewer 
(Exeter 4 JO) 

to have dulled his antidpatian 
for the conflict “Christ I get ex- 
cited about Cheltenham,” he 
said. “It’s a great If s 

(fa place.” 

It win, however, be an elu- 
sive place for twt) weD-regard- 
ed athletes in the Champion 


Hurdle. Collier Bay and Grey 
Shot have had their supporters 
bntwiD not have any more this 
particular Festival. 

The former, the winner of 
the Bine Riband over timber 
two years ago, has succumbed 
to Alness like just about every 
other inmate at Jim Old’s Wilt- 
shire stable. “He is not all right 
and will not run in the Cham- 
pion Hurdle,’!' the trainer said 
yesterday. “In fact, I wont have 
any runners at the Festival.” 

Old tikes to pretend he is un- 


no need to be a Thespian. Niue 
horses from Upper Herdswick 
Hum were meant to be at the 
crucible, but now the only heat 

Old will feel is in their foreheads. 
“The horses are completely 
wiped om and only three of the 
45 have not got what seems to 
be like 48-hour flu," the train- . 


ersaid. "Itwent round the yard 
within 10 days and there is no 
way any of them are goin g to 
Cheltenham. We have been 
' very lucky this year, totally bug- 
free, and then suddenly wham.” 
. Grey Shot’s abrupt moment 
occurred on the Kmgsdere gal- 
lops, an accident which removes 
the 20-1 shot from calculations. 
“X-rays have shown there is no 
long-term problem, but be may 
have a rest and wont run over 
hurdles again this season,” Ian 
Balding, the grey’s trainer, said. 

Grey Shot’s absence means 
that Richard Dun woody, who 
deserted the Jockey Chib Cup 
winner for Fm Supposra in the 
Champion, can steep a little eas- 
ier in his bunk bed. Dunwoody 
has collected such an array of 
mounts for his Frestbmy Park 
portfolio that Coral make him 
a short-priced favourite io win 



Sheilah Hern dies at 70 


Sheilah Hern, the wife of the 
retired trainer Dick Hem, died 
on Sunday at the age of 70. “My 
wife died yesterday after a 
Jong fight against cancer,” 
Prlem said. 

“We were married in 1956 


Gold Cup Day is a sell out Fallon wanted for Change 


and Sheilah helped me for 41 
years. She was quite a success- 
ful owner. Her best horse was 
Cabin Boy. I managed to win 
one race on the Flat with him 
but Captain Raster won 13 over 
jumps with him." 


For the first time Cheltenham 
Gold Cup day hai completely 
sold out in advance. A limit of - 
50,000 badges and tickets has 
been introduced for each day of 
this year's Festival to ensure 
greater comfort for racegoers. 


Edward Gillespie, managing 
director of Cheltenham, said 
yesterday: “We are delighted 
that the message to book in ad- 
vance has got across so well to 
the 50,000 enthusiasts who will 
be coming to Gold Cup day.” 


Kieren Fallon, the champion 
jockey, could team up again with 
Major Change in the first run- 
ning of the Ibletext Winter 
Derby at Lingfield on 21 March. 

Fallon was successful on the 
Gay Kell eway- trained horse 


Sedgefield 
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QOMG: Good to Soft ' 

• iwUubg couw Easy fence* and long ran-ln on chase coma ot 500yds. 
•Cw>VnaEcfiawnnr junc of MSB9 and AW. Stockton (Bm) or Durtrom (tanj. 
ADMISSION: Paddock £3 [OAPs £4); Corse £2. CAR PARK: PwMock £2. res! free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: lira H May - TO whneraltrm 239 tu^^aBuocesa 
ratio at 2S13K; G M Moore 20 from 120 p&7%); J H Johnaon 20 from T7D (113%); J Write 
16 from in (&«%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: p Niven S3 wins from ire rfctea gins a amccwB Mia af 303 %; 

from TO (20%); A Oahfafn IS from ISO fCTJU; J Supple 14 horn 78 {179*). 

• FAVOURITES: 232 wins in 600 racM {307%). 
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bridge (400): Royal Sprue* (430). 
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kUMpglt action and fadtaggUddy alter being h an ded two out Po deiert i* 
cerafatm fa poor but to Iw dropped to a good nook. Selection: GRUNGE 
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fan Sovereign. Ha rM jBWl teHTad taL back-fa 
BhsndcteAWftglawtevlooLcanaoeraaOBfalDaSbestegMdLnsiMMfwaette- 
pte of luvewa huntea bat aa a ao n . waa taringbte 8M mn to wai ^tia-faan-aw- 
anrh to Dan Da Man at M awc Mt iahPaoambac Ha wBappwctete the OoptactewBHrteh 
r s tos mi B hmay Old thte more tasting urteoaaQsaiMt t*natterbtectoaa aacontf to U>- 
ttelfadMFaltanhmTTMwnhteiiMhurdteanntafitertoiMiybtkhaliadhadaamtm- 
up on Ba M-vMBtw. CralgBiy haa found Ma tonpar aHar wbw haw InHwaofaarjtod 
M Canertck the tafcmmg monfa Tla tew back to artng oomparv v« Jjalp. haiaa Be 

fm bean wal beaten on thaa gw aadartM tfwwd enough tafaurtb'totaC 


3.30 


MCEWAITS DURHAM NATIONAL (HANDICAP CHASE) 

.. -- -- El 0,601 


. 4psu 


(CLASS C) £15,000 added 3m 4f Penalty VUue £10, 

3G2flfi DANaBIBABrpq(SMtltedndPBoaaa81!10 WNaMoaB 

iPtlFl CHPPBIOUTMICHDoninfidadMfailnavBIIZ PCartmy 

JMP0 owe? THf :-. T (T7) (QfO) (Gr»B» RttJ) J H ^»ac»i ff D 1 ADobbte 

■Pm c<MW ffl «*031teiaWWIfaS8Bj»«g8 RGnaa 


fCSP- pnonr/UOLOffl (410) ^Jm watt) FMipty71IO PCatbmy 

0 TMMJOYSffiBU(Bl)(MnMRBaaiin4PBHunrt7110 BCtoitanp) 

-IBdicterad- 

BOTW& M Into The Uadi, B-1 SmOarapsgna. 7-1 Proa And Leas, 8-1 Rnyiil Sprues, 10-1 
Scataaa Bok 12-1 IlMlaby Stew^ 18-1 BHy Buctebte, Saatean, 20-1 oOm 
FORM GUBTE 

INTO THE BLACK, fatfaottiar to Into The Rett won a bumper on aofl pound at Ha*- 
ham last saaacn and Im shown nnough. tethou^i wal beaten, belfad Ravott at Utether- 



-SS2? 

■8831 
ASRfa 
08BPP 
SW 8NO9KKWTIN0 


m Cartmel in Miy to auggea ha can pky a rote 


Hi toirtbTO h GnodFWh 

BatenUen; MBCER3 WELCOME 


STANLEY RACING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3,750 added 3m 3f 110yds Penalty VMue E2JH0 - 

iPftSJ MOOOlE(32) (C) UCGMxalfti LLunQQ till 10 

U004JP VERWH.(B1l£f6ifa)JN«te71t8 . .- R Jatm on 

(SCI TOP01HB#0«rHRACJW» M (C) (PoutoTm^PBroutatS II 
03-981 UASTBIGFTHEIIOCXrafaqpMSAfanagjMRlteBItZ — EteoteadWY 
SfW BNDAOROOVY(T3)(W)pf)(IFW8IPWBD2 
O^iPl ARCTIC FMpa) (Jeremy tea MRetewSfl 1 
«5>- DASHWO DULA (331) (C) [»ireJNA*aa)TC«rBT1 0 
330M5 OOCKMASrmpSigDGwfanJMaKKMtpnTtofl 
saw LCRDRULLW<SS){Q(JobnVrteteJ'fa?7«J 
» Sflp “ 

2KF< 



MHtenaaf^lOteTtearteaiBMteM^ffaCHMaalSbi OwflgeAvHharM 13b, Bomtbg 


mj-mm*abnMW>, Snoot Rater 6M 9d 
BSntt Mapped on. 8-1 OMdkHdM Him MTbngh**. Dak Ctafa M Dwgw Baby, 
Ca*niki> Lm.TO-l OwrUa DM, FteOteal, IM oOwa 
FORM GUIDE 

CteQm pur, unbeaten h tnur Oompteted atena owr fanoea ate aaaaon, ta wel worth 
■m ohaktot trytag thteap far tatdna Thne of bte tour area haw came m around the 
twp-an tf alin tf ipte iron* , taaadhg hte recant suoobw a Crolste (hte teat going right- 
hsnda^,wharohaiiMttea<faranMu ay a»gltte n gl h ro rrfr t uw r Kaw na atacibuthn a howred 
toaaa terTd a te e( B8tai whanbaattagOntnwktedSohacliteZ7'lBngdte«»varyag ft g"ii w id 

at Hi ‘ - - - - - - 

and 1 _ _ 

owr INs Up aMartat Raaan test firm bye neck bom Sirsfa wkh CownMa Lam un- 


by (B8ly Buekakhi hdad off) and Samud Wlderopta at Doncaater to suggest he we win 
Ihte. Ha shapes Ire wi out-and-out stayer md faces wesdc oppostioa Sam's Champagne 
fm sbmgiad ataoa a fhW to Gteobow af Wetherby ta November but rnlgW nol naad 
to hfKNe on teatBmdi ntata ot -Bio Vlprano et Nawcastta. beam 24 tengthA wkh DeatTa 
. Way laded oft to pfckup ptaee niopay: .Piett And Loe* tacks a racanLon but* and*. 
Ited to raapad an Bw pick of har buipa farni whto SootaroH Boy con fenfsona an in 
woant debut behind Kite Groan M M awc ailto and Hoaa Tba Boaa haa htated at poa- 
aasaing antxigh ablty to bora an each-way chanca Selection: NTDTVE BLACK 

STANLEY RACING NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
edded 2m 5t 110yds Peiwdty Value £2^30 

3- 125B NOGHMCXSpn(D)tMnSndhbLld) jn2Gadd6H8 PCsrtany 

4- 1 H5 OUWSH1HNG(R7)((X)(UnAariiay)PHtetenS1IB NHanodapq 

1 S»fHf(H)(n«a*n*BPirt«)PBomiSllB W Marten 

-amn toths foleoihco) (MsSMOrnkg wsMHMkyin b PMron 


i Hteh a m Bolt ta Dacambac Chipped Out is s« a atop ahead of die hanriuippre 
id wBbadVftarSMubaaL Owamowtog RtearcanwouttmtioatlglfafamaylhiMi 


8000 BRMDSBriW5IBI(to}(MaPAHHainy)PBRuixirt7112. 

800 BROMtoRD HOUSE (21) (AWSagnrt) Q M Moore 5 112 

4UD HiM(45)PB^wro9MeoRadng§yridfcal^FlAjpl^r7T12 — - 

0 IQMtra COUNTRY (26) Ql B MenN Nlteannen 2 

-30513 KIT SMAflTE (20) (D) (DM Faster) DMRsstarfl TIE 

00 TWirilAN0OpWite|JMtete5nE. 


.ASappta 


-DOategfar 


JCJbhaam 

LWyar 

-ASSndOi 


on Iteknt two nneroid Is one to welch. RwCsfMhea beaten artetale a net* and lhan 

ORUNKKn^'sijMNaNDMfisrSnBito V9 Dttete^wr gone down by two tangHa to him ta nwlca hurdtes M Nawcasfla and hate this season. 

KriTIXH^L4D(t2){q^mto^A>faBlMaAaiM»*6S2 JScppto TT» wfantop hfah potatet aurxwwM Wal team a ite nuataacfmBtaatnBMon. la one» 


22 TWDLES Bm£(*5) (Ke»i AdfflorflMTbdfxntcr6i12_ 

PP COTTAGE BAY (T09 (NA Bteid) W BaM 6 B R 

4RI KBHSDALE (17) (bbsB^ P BB ainM8 1) 11 B&mnft 

4S&P MADGEWmASH(H)(&lkaJMOBrervorgJUJMtenn6011 — ECte^nn 

OS PDMISt PRM (I9Q Ska &fd BMt) Mn S Bmtei 7 TJ H RGuatd 

OMP SANTA BARBARA (N) (BHqes)C Grant 7 fill ADattta 

-16 f ‘ 


-11 tteetaMd- 

BETTWC: 4-1 Arcdc Fox, M Htxfafl^ M TbpattmorttaMtaB, IM 


Of The Rock, 8-1 Kta- 


her with Kattoat to carry. 


Selection: CHPPED OUT 


T 

I'rs, 


Groow lord RuBak, KHodnite Lad, W-1 otharo 

FOftM GUIDE 


GRUNGE ran wry poorly whan pdted up it LucEow test ttaia b ut te gtean lh a charm to 
mate nmanfla hiwtag dropped to a low mwfaOn tteftialst nt^aesa^ ^froJtetoB^B 
tnrwhmte Tawcatear handicap hunla by a knghind AhaM 
er mart Burn toctoyi Grunge showed on in retom at tea aamacyaa. dmiew 
Uth » Danger Flynn Wd hanteina 

street There are plenty r farm Mwa. jnckatefl A«*c fm. who ** 

thne He waa a» out to hoto ttortdla owr threa Haa at Cdti igt POtengirtte Lad a 
one-psced tourte. teout ton lengths back) «d "W ebuggle to confirm phteng* with Lan 


C00| R0B1N MD JOHN SIMPSON MEMORIAL HANDICAP 


CHASE (CLASS E)£5^00 2ni5f Penalty Value £3^74 
28543 GAELCBLUE(E1)0>)(THBiiiagdl4aB8mUiB1l ® R( 


14=636 WDODraDGEP9^f}|VillqrFWcfDGtaltean0Flkiply9D4 

3W53F HABBVW(45)8*sAOSrtew)M1s«uaKBlta 

142632 mDERAIMrn)(C0)|BfiPMataK9DMhBn2 

35244 TTCOQOLDpBtBtaJMlWteO MmJBKwntJTOB 

8W1 OWS« QUEST (tflf 
3PS4SE BnACRACKgM9(D)(Nl^pdanoi8JBkteDDT)5. 


‘CateanyB 


J>MmV 
-G Thiw ay 
__L»yir 
— LCTHaro 


BETTWO: iw Tbtm Rota, 7-2 No tBmfite. W Sojah, M KK StnsrSa, 81 Ttadtes Bible, IM 
DU (tab Wtag, 16-1 Hadpa Mc^tete, 20-1 rahsn 

FORM GUIDE 

NO GIMMICKS can prow good enough back on soft ground. Jmmy RtzGendtfs run- 
oer bnpraasad h betetag Brush Me Up 28 lengths at Market Rasan on hte reappearance 
and went on to nai Ardroran to two lengths at WUharb* No Gtasnfatai again ran end- 
HaMy behind hwte FtoBer M Ascot ta Jdnuary but was no match tar smart UnaHtabto 
Banr an good ground at Doncaster. TUam Foie was wel beaten u Doncaster but broke 
hb duck ow course and CWaice test dme by sewn tengtho from Rude. The bettor ground 
helped, ea thto going cc*4d be e problem. KK Smerfle faUmved hte Huntingdon win In a 
cone ffara i Jocteytf hanrtcap wMi a good thid to Over 7 Tib Beck at MusseBauitfi (3m) 
androuatbalMiad.The longw trip shoiicl suit Sayeh, who railed gamely to deid-heat 
mth UmaCgfit at Ibuntan on Ms recent barfing debut but Tlncflec Bible seems to tack 
aUsncftooL SetetUlon: NO GMMCKS 


Exeter 


HYPERION 

2^0 Urban Uly 230 Bold Buster 3JW NOW WE 
KNOW (nap) 3-50 Headwind 4.20 Macmorrts 
(nb) 4.50 MutanasBlb 


tl ■fiPPBP UPTNE TEMPO (411 PftrfiSOO. 
V PTO6 LADYPB4DRA00N ( 



v I rrw nu»Mn dwu iu) KBBlBy6 BO WWdtefT) 

■B BMW SEE HNN0W (54) lteaSWannm5flO_NWteaitgten(7} 


-nrtedarad- 

BETtWQ: 7-4 BaU Bdsm; 5-1 Snttti Storm, 114 Bnparar Buck, 8-1 
Mb I Eas* 8-1 Tkd Rr Tta», IM Maanrad StaR tM ottm 

TOTE HALDON NATIONAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £7^500 added 3m 6f 


4.20 


b Good to Soft . , 

d-hand. ufKtdWrto couraa Sttfi 

lock cn ; Shar Rng »i CAR MMCQ 

DING TRAWERS: M P*a - tff ujnare ^om»rOTa 

success «tto of 

a 27 from 128 gws); R Fteat ffto" 

DING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 27 wra hum PS je faa gwa 

Mgr««or?^BPo^9frOT^^).CUawal>yn 

61 (115%), S Burrough 81 

OiBBTES: t» wwa «i 51t ac* » a>-<. wm - 

il®3nRSTT1ME;iraiw«*irop*ap2dl BatltaurBotaspifl. 
aL agecy P50t — 

CHAGFORD SELLING iWJDIC^HUR- 



31-864 POUCHHtpHBF)TftW8rBH »- 
B-OB HAIMDCD CASTLE (50) (QR Mar BT1 B_ 
-P2PB5 RU.OFGIOSga)MteHKrk/t8lIB_ 

222131 MAMM1TSCH0KEp9RAIa(8114 

48341 IOL7aX(B2)KBkhopenil. 


^SWynea 

-AHmiaoa 

JQft« 


EGGESFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 3m 2f 

28P1 EDM0M)(74}(I9TFcnSr61i4 Blbonaon 

OT POaSOJFFE (41) 0 Sherwood 5 P <J 

4=2281 MACMORRS (46) D Mctefecn 5 TM 

00234 3PIHTLEVEL(71)jnnynBD1)0 MAFtoganU 


jlrJTIaaidR 


Kn^T^BrooSiSCj-’l UrtwO* 8-1 ftijteaaajkm 7-1 ABealt 
Mbm 8-1 Cadtosy Csala, 104 BnaanasA Lmalaife. 12-1 ottaro 

lo cVi l STEVENSTONE AMATEURS NOVICE 
l*- OU l HURDLE (E) £3,000 2m 3f 110yds 

1 048 ARCTCCHANI8I(U| BRMkmn6U7 JMMjim 

2 15= BET YOUR BOOTS MS Eatta 6 11 7 teJT teartB j 

3 MB BOlDBUSTH1(B)lfaMng5fl7_ 

4 PPPPCP CAMS C AUPUA (QBJiaaB»7 tl 7— — UrSteroapaj 

5 F30902 EMPEROR BUCK fis) D Nchdhon tl 11 7 — MrH 

8 280HF GUWBISOB B™sce7H7 »K 


[2.20 


^C^GMn«vs £2,000 ana 

ONKE (40) W M MrtL- S2 H 

^ sss ;neaj«s;s7^B| 
^sssisaisss^ssa 


>nTGJMbg71l7. 


*4Wl 

«WP PORIUNO^ - - 
OW BONNYlOENP 1 ) 


_HHomaBi05|te4 tu Trp 

J Outite te ta p) 


7 080 HOWTO BU N BN DTUnteBUT 

8 00400 KA8UREDSTH’ 

B 
* 
h 
« 

G 
14 
« 


0« THE siLSTONE*f»fl CJaa»7117 — 
08 HH>FORTME(M) IAteHICni|pBTI 7, 
08 VBJJOXJH (SS) ADueBfl 7 — . 

0800 ALBBffMAtM)ELJKM61l.2 



E -San N0WWEXN(Wpq(D)U9ap(nd«VB-lfrSDurackp) 

7 4P85P SPACE CAPPAfa? MSI VStapbona 130 S-MroVStrohm 

8 -83P35 iant£AOSt(n)(C)HBadteretoO BRwef 

9 4tPtB WOODLANDS OSHRE Q1N PftMenl'OPO-C H Bwtey n B 

1) -4623U WC WC MGFO RP EAiflfTS PH CSnBiBDO VSkteiy 

-tartaeterad- 

MitasnMigbt KM loahwfcBpeayte SrtrLaarterBdflk Wndteate 

GBnMreflSTtehbrttagfcroeareteart 

BETTWa:?^ te te roed Csatte. 4-1 MatanqTa Chclca. 8-1 Peudm 84 

Ml Of O0M, MB'&te M HowWa Knrxc W-1 Tbw laateii 14-1 atm 

SOUTH WEST RACING NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

B= ME M IWD (29) (C) N IMdal 9 V 8 Cl 

P- BRDGEMAH(363) RAtaarBII 2. 


1 
2 
a 

4 

5 
8 

7 

8 

9 

D 330455 EMUY LIRA P ) P ftxfiod 8 U 7_ 

-ID I 


0&PD3 B04KIA CHARGES (41) Mm S Wteara 6 1) 12 . 
882 LOOKS LKETROLBLE (13) NChaKB BOG. 


rBDmdk(9 

0 UAKHPT0V MJAHN (31) J lUre SOt Date! Tmr p) 

0856B MUTAD8.nRBaterBtoP VStetttry 

02585 RHOMANRW(M)RGbeMarS VC 3Powei 

-SButtouoIi 


BETTMQ: M Ertenad, 84 Maononia, M Lacte UteTnrite, M Krinflte, 
tM Rkoaun Pun. 28-1 BMy tin, 25-1 spkt Laval, 33-1 often 

I TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 2m 2f 

21PJI- SONOFANSMN(369(D)MsMJaaa5SO BPcrroB 

M354 BALANAK(B3)0(tendoi)7n fi QBradey 


3380B QARE7HSON(2ta UmH KcM«711 2. 
1204 HEADWWOp^ PH JSfad7112_ 
H803 HDDDMCLDSEpi) (ORRortBh 2_ 
0T1- ITSAGBI(49l))(qjGH>daS2_ 
R&F WBlSAN(P)RAtar8112. 


~J CoSMy 
PHkb 


J! 
•P4«W 


2038 MJTANASSB pB2) M Pipe 5 D 7. 
VP-66 MCHUre{23)(P) RB*r8T)3- 
-sno THEBREHBt(7^(C)J1UdiBtoO. 


-A P McCoy 



« ooo? cunnsTHE tefcoio foa) c h S aw sn z^-je jonewy 

S "S KfflBaaaBSMWB. 


Aniooten 
B 


am CAIMJLAS LEGACY (U) HCcte7Cfl _ 

-« tee tere d - 

SETT94teS8Haadatad t S-1 Qandheen.4-1 HoUnekm.81 IteapHita 
MtarLW Bte A Own. W-1 WW«n,2W CmBnlagapK 2M Bridge Iten 


MSB GfflSI SLAM) (162) (CO) AQm'ClIO 
(Bern QLENIBUfiE(5S)M Goatee 13 1>0 
-7tedmd- 

MMmii wdgM: Hht Sub hmxfcap waigME Gear) AtexflM4fe Gfan ML 
/ago M 10b. 

BEmNB; Satha Brawati 81 Mu tenanta , 7-8 See OfAntem.4-1 Bat- 
aoafc 12-1 Rkb Us, Green Mtentf, 254 GtenMkage 


Leicester 


HYPERION 

pt-nca 2.40 Hawaiian 

Tbirton M1U 4.10 Thm FW- 
indple Music 


sm ADMS- 


2.40 


4 1-42P2 FUWMAN(P29***THieC7 l**THB(7) 

5 ffNi RB QH DANGS (P3B)W 

6 pom mnB*coniamm*W9*J‘zrr-z: 

I, , - - -■ " arton in 

7 (K*23 SMQHSONGPHORajjJ** 2 * <9 

BEHlNIiMRalBnlteiiBteM MiMakfaTa^mtehj^^NiilTbBa 

Thmd.7-1 DN*fa W Stagh Sr»ft»-1 Wteara Odtana 

LEICESTERSHIRE YEOMANRY AMA- 
TEUR HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 6} 

£4,000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 SU222 tWWWYOUTHWm 

a gsa. 

2 4S3SFJ««^MW aP ^^ 

5 Bare 

roSOKHM " 1 • 

Wafa It-a-EtotaroRteteMiltewteteB^*- 1 


eTn] SHERWOOD RANGERS HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H)£2J500 2m 4(1 10ydS 

1 8823) COOt3f»WUDYrt3)CTWH*tey9tnjaBRRter^ 

2 50FP5 DUKES MSiOOW(P24) AVteey 811 fl MrRWUteyffl 

8 PB835 RU1SOI4S BteQ (P16) (D) J Hildana 12 V KLhk C Wban (7) 

4 Fn« PQm»aLADl)(D)HMananBnto 

HrACharimJtHaalT) 

5 (HP4S RED LIGHT (18) (D) M Ikrrhy B 1) O —Mr P MoAHter (J) B 

-Steterad- 

BerTTHtt H-IDCoalmn tads 8*1 ftw * <l>,lhl . 7-2 Paaeni Mg 181 
Rad Light, 18-1 DnkaaHaadmr 


3.40 


1 xa f* 

2 2-TFZl 

3 2P4-G 

4 .1(11-1 

5 T2H-P 


FAIRWAY BOOKMAKERS HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £5^)00 2m 7f 110yds 

MGHLANDMAN (M) (CD) J HaUtaB G U 1 JMr C WBH» (J) 

tDCHNAGRAM (M3) T rater t) 121 MrRWMtey(3) 

U30DHEUCC11)ff)BF)SB4»kteB-TZl2l JkR8uten{7) 
TBETOH HU. (31) (D) Ik* 0 Baiey 0 V. 1 Mr B Pdodc (6) 

HOS MaiflBOOK (2Q(D) (BO DGottwrthy BU V 

Hr E Warn (7) 


8 UlP-fl PREQIKUHipadtl!) Ms M Stepped DB 7_ 


— ini GAHTHORPE MAIDEN HUNTER CHASE 
■ IU I (CLASS H) £2^00 added 2m 7f 110yds 

P9I34 GAfflYLDCASPK)(Q JiteteSl2a5 MrRBnteip) 

ZZJ-3T GRECHN LARK (PI4(p)GJ terry UU5 — Ifrfltenyffl 

taMARBOYMLjqdBQS HrDHawyP) 

WF2-1 TRUE FOR1UNE (PW) flJ) John Moao B B 6 . J4r J Mh (5) 
B3&38 VHffIWWG^nii*SShw«8fiSJ8w5SIdttetp) 
1304 WOUERSPET{PlO)(P)nWfcnVGB.JteD9JaiM(7) 

am «WQAY9»TO){D)NJPt»t*tl10GD Mr J ■fart* (7) 

— 7decteod- ' 

BETTMQ 18T1 Hub Rmm.81 Oreeten Lurk, 6-1 Kurt M, 7-1 Gar- 
lykeai, 281 Way tteriat 28-1 Laanar Boyi 23-1 Naa D« 

THRUSTERS HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 

H) £2^00 added 2m If 

30W nUNUAR FROD (4) &J9mm224 Mr L Ley (7) B 

FU*ff HAW1W1iNW(Piai®|HltennBa8 , B0llrAtSatlMilfli«aP) 
4BD442 OiAPPUCQ fM) (D) WiEHaafiBIl HJt»FHjwtean(7) 

024» MRBEANB7)(D)P)*agan6n« MrAWtatep) 

MPP 0NEMWCR^(P2a)BlreOTTfl'OMrASmtm( 


4 i 40| 


Mr JH Plkshafa (7) 
SPUfTHGTOM (12) NJ fanlet Dll 7 J6rJ1tem>(7) 


7 UMSa 

8 3PI-RU HMEAreWMAMIHB(Pzg(P)PE0Ght9B112 


MrRBnhHT) 


74 L ueJni a gm . 81 Thahm Mfl, 7a Lord Me. 7-1 Precari- 
ten. 81 ■MeMKrote.ao-1 HgMmtaan,2M ten 


002 KOKXP&VUXl&mBKttebVOTIJkAinmfaP) 

B3MP BAAHpDP) JSwntteaani! MrHTrwtwp) 

33R1PR 8CfltPTrn)(D)«l*nYy7t1 W MrPIleAtenwmB 

«MtiaUI00Tp2^4H»Ma»9Titl MrCWfcmp) 

FltfY BWWDQlApi^ AJManhOB 5 NrAMWtap) 

BETTIflG: 7-4 Pitacfali Itosic, 81 Cbteppecd, 7-3 Hr tan, 10-1 Fm#- 
tvFrtaod.SMld, 14-1 ‘BrnBaOM, 25-1 Hatam ten, Soipt, 33-1 ten 


Racing’s futures market 


By Un Davie* 


Dunwoody: favourite jockay 

the honour of being the meet- 
ing's top jockey. 

Tbny McCoy is second fav- 
ourite, vrtiile Adrian Maguire is 
9-2 to take the crown. Consid- 
ering his recent Cheltenham 
fortune (Magtrire has missed the 
last three Festivals) be should 
be that price just to get inside 
the Cheltenham ring road. 

LONDON CLUBS TROPHY (CNtortKtm 
Festival tapjoctey): Oorat 7-4 RBwd Dun- 
woodK4-1 Tony McCoy; 8-2 Adrtei IWpl-a 

8 Chtrta Sma 81 PtadCarbcnje «-1 Nor- 
rranWnnacn.28-1 Mfck Ffczgerad « Cart 
Uawelyn 33-1 ■SmyDobbta, 40-1 Thtany 
□ounan & Anctew Thonton. 


vriien it won the Qty and Sub- 
urban Handicap at Epsom last 
year. “Kieren gets on well with 
the horse, 1 ’ the trainer said, “and 
the Winter Derby is the ideal 
race for Major Change. It’s his 
trip and he’ll like the surface." 


QUEEN OF SHADES is a top- 
priced 20-1 for the Arkle Th> 
phy (Novices’) Chase with 
Ladbrokes - Coral offer just 
12-1 L«d Dorcct is 50-1 
with the Tbte for the Queen 
Mother Champion Chase. - 
Coral go just 25-1- 

In tite Royal & SunAniance 
(Novices’) Chase, FlddfingThe 


Fhcts is 8-1 with William Hill - 
Ladbrokes go just 4-1 - while 
Escartefigue, who might nm in 
the Gold Cap instead. is7»l with 
William Hfll -Ladbrokes offer 
just 4-1. 

Darapour is 16-1 with the 
.Tbte for the Triumph Hurdle - 
Coral go 10-1 - while Paddys 

Return is 3-1 with William Hill 

for the Stayers' Hurdle - the 
Tbte go 2-1. 


| Arkle Trophy (Novices?) Chase (2m) 


Haros (Bate) 

Coral 

WBteaM 

latent— 

tea 

Orate!— P» PM 

IK 

7-1 

6-1 

B-2 

Direct Route UHJUnaor) 

8-1 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

KadU BfflDdM 

8-1 

B-t 

7-1 

7-1 

Edtente Da Mtefc |G»«« 

7-1 

7-1 

5-1 

M 

Hhteltoad0AteHKrtf4 

7-1 

7-1 

8-1 

M 

MtSadteWMaateW 

10-1 

IM 

B-1 

9-1 

Laka KUa (Prfahote) 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

0-1 

CteaayUdQUtanteiaon| 

14-1 

IB-1 

dotetU 

IM 

Qa— « Spates MteastofrOates) 

te-1 

14-1 

20-1 

14-1 

£«*royaqi»wftBoqra 1 ptacss, 1,2,3 fCtafanten, Saatey T7A*vtif j 


Champion Hurdle (2m 110yds) 


Haras (B*taa) 

Cota) 

ftetanm 

Udhrakae 

tea 

Mteroq(APOBrienili4 

3-1 

3-1 

lt-4 

0-4 

Date Star UMJdteonn) 

8-1 

S-1 

S-1 

B-1 

SfaafavlaeitertCEffrxrO 

M 

3-1 

S-1 

SI 

Ranch Hofar (FMittay) 

14-1 

W-1 

•8-1 

B-1 

Gteaa(CRadaM 

20-1 

IB-1 

-6-1 

*1 

PriteaBOUPM 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

S-1 

Atari (Nteaton-Dwte) 

S-1 

8-1 

20-1 

20-1 

MoarilDNchobte) - 

25-1 

2M 

25-1 

25-1 

Samroten p Mctnbcn) 

20-1 

25-1 

*1 

2S1 

| a^aqt^teodflkpb^l.aairaalsteBiifaeBclGl/Mte^'HtttaHn 


Queen Mother Champion Chase (2m) 


HDoanUro) 

.Cara) 

Hanffl 

ladbrnfcaa 

tea 

AskteafTteB) 

5-2 

94 

84 

94 

Mriron Dtria ftLTMoonfc] 

74 

0030 

4-1 

SI 

Om Mm (G nchnda) 

4-1 

32 

4-1 

SI 

VUng Ragafifa (D Nctafconj 

M 

S-1 

5-1 

SI 

OrRojri WFW 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

SI 

Cate— (C Mata) 

33-1 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Inert Doreai (J Cretan) 

25-1 

40-1 

33-1 

50-1 

RftagtaatraciQrtPVIMber) 

1D0-1 

40-1 

GO-1 

50-1 

Oasa Oeae Daaert {0 Shannoor? 

W-1 

66-1 

66-1 

6S1 

tadtenJockaylMfW 

100-1 

66-1 

SB-1 

BS1 

UoMaataBlnd (9Nnd 

100-1 

88-1 

W1 

BO-1 

Saak Hie Drill (MStepirotQ 

100-1 

50-1 

66-1 

BS1 


tecftwyaquawiteadifaptens; 1.2,S(CfMBnf)m Htatanrty 18 Mad)) 


Royal & StmAlliance (Novices') Chase (3m If) 


Ham (Ratae} 

Coral 

MtenM 

LaterokM 

tea 

Horfcfa Fatal (WIUtaftQ 

B4 

54 

84 

7-4 

EactataSgualDMctabor) 

SI 

7-1 

SI 

IK 

nUtagTIta Facte (N Hendmri 

SI 

SI 

SI 

1t4 

RNplFDomaifR) 

W-1 

e-i 

IM 

G-l 

Rmtehrery{DMchdson) 

1S1 

1S1 

14-1 

14-1 

OtowalPNchrte 

14-1 

®-i 


2S1 

AflkntaBiArNRMt 

2S1 

33-1 

2S1 

3S1 

BBotanl«ip(M Roberta) 

33-1 

S-1 

doubtti 

3S1 

Eriopy gmaa) 

5S1 

SSI 

83-1 

20-1 


EsctMKfo tfootabo oetb pheot, 1 , 2 J(GMWA*r 7fanetgc 78M » Of 


Triumph Hurdle (2m If) 


tkxaa (Itero) 

Cool 

WBan MB 

Ladbrokua 

tea 

ZtemteadfDMchcfcan] 

SI 

74 

74 

74 

Or Had gkeVVM) 

1S1 

e-i 

tt-1 

1S1 

UroakhdiPipe) 

1S1 

1S1 

»-1 

1S1 

-ttaroporo^aataiAl.- 

D-1 

ISl - 

B-1 

1S1 

lroaQn<yXinae(PYMtt« 

K-1 

1ST 

1S1 

tt-1 

fteiaboaFrorttar (APDfttanftO 

W-1 

1S1 

1S1 

14-1 

Baroriva Dactakai (MGftnfckW 

20-1 

fal 

*■1 

aw 

Tbs Ranch Rn»(MHpe) 

20-1 

2H 

2S1 

2S1 

Ikvatteg# MfenCntea) 

S-1 

2M 

2S1 

25-1 

| fiK^MnyaqrrotBrneodi^pticas, (Ctetanfwn. Tteaaty 79 Merck) | 


[ Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase pm 2f 110yds) 


Kona(Srow) 

Com 

Wm MB 

Ladbrokes 

fate 

Sea More BtekmlPNctuN 

si 

74 

74 

SI 

Donna PiMa (M Haafganlkl 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

Tha Grey Mote (GHchanfe) 

1S1 

SI 

1S1 

SI 

SreqrBeypanolo) 

0-1 

1V1 

SI 

ISl 

^borgo (URpcO 

to-i 

12-1 

B-1 

tt-1 

Rough Quest (T Casey) 

1S1 

1S1 

1S1 

1S1 

AddngtDnBoy(GRK±reds) 

2S1 

2M 

2S1 

2S1 

t3teargreniLueg9Pk») 

2S1 

2S1 

2S1 

SSI 

Sboog Ikontaa (3 rtttwdj 

3S1 

2S1 

2S1 

2S1 

Botan Bank (D McMsoaJ 

3S1 

SSI 

4S1 

3S1 


EacfMMyaqtafertaodtep&aasj i.48(Ct»tateaii7h«a» 19Macf|) 


I Stayers' Hurdle (3m If) 



Horn (IWw) 

Coral 

IMtanHBI 


fate 

Rafaya Raton (FUaphy) 

54 

SI 

50 

2-1 

Oca» Hn* (N IMon-Oata) 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

III IIM 'S 

IM 

SI 

SI 

SI 

Mateo (MsMRmfcy) 

D-1 

D-1 

1S1 

tt-1 

SptanddThyna(T Casey 

B-1 

B-1 

1S1 

W-1 

BuddiouaaBoypMdntaorO 

D-1 

W-1 

B-1 

B-1 

Kantt NM H KriteO 

D-1 

14-1 

1S1 

fi-1 

Esdy^aqua^rSvodis,ptacBB. 1.2.3 ICtetenhon Durdap; WUerfy | 


Results 


NEWTON ABBOT 

2JJ& 1. CALLING WILD (Ur J Tnzmtf) 
to-n tav; 2. Blaatar Uarto 2-i; 3. Bob De- 
vani 9-1 6 ran. 6, dot (P Ntahcfe. Shapton 
MaBanibte;E200;t21XX£l2aDua)Fb(e- 
cast C 2 D 8 CarteutsrSbaight Raecaet can 
2M: 1. RAINBOW STAR (A P McCoy) 
8« tar. 2. Blua Btazar VM; a Link Tiro 
Damage»2.l2iAl4 l <jte(Mflp4MMng- 
tof^TOronflftSrmEOUEiaaDuMFbre- 
cest B403. 0arpjlBrSkal(7t Fa ecu* EJD2. 
Dfaretaw 

3J» 1. ROVESTAR (MrO Mcpfoi) 6-1; 
a Wtoaplt B-2; 3. NwthHn Saddtor 12-t 
10 ran. 81 tew Hold Vbur Ranks (4thL 2ft & 
(C Popham, Iteaiton). IbtK ES2P; E13Q 
E22CI £2xta DF: £23.70. Computer Straight 
Fbracest: 84491 Triceeb StoSfia Trio: araa 
3J0c 1. RICH TYCOON (W ktestar^ 12-1 ; 
2. Bobo 2-1 It tan 3. Power Draanteg 81 
9 ran. 2-1 Jttav KrfgKsbffdgo Scot (4th). 7, 

a |p Rtevu^-Btetmoot EwctAoeua 

DF: E2QSQ Compuw Straight Forecast: 
E342& Trtr; E334U 

4JXfc 1. SCOTBY (B POwel) 84 bw; 2. 
Benny H81 Lad 13-2; 3. Cross The Rubi- 
con 35-1 11 ran. 8. 3. (R Bodd«. Bridport). 
IbtK C? BO: E110, £284 £530. DF: ECHO. 
Computer Straight Forec as t EtB£2. Trio: 
CISZMX 

4JCt 1. BULl£NS BAY (B Fenton) 7-2; 
2- Newton Point 181 7 ran (2 ffttetiad). 
2-5 fav Betawrebruno (puled upl & (B 
Llewellyn, Bergoed). Tbte: £4.80; EtBO, 
saaa DF: i^&4Q Computer Straigw Fore- 
caet E 3 L 96 . 

400: 1. PEfffBCTraiOW (Q Staton) 
4-1 ; 2. Seat 84 fav; 3. Quflfitla Gey 9-4. 8 
ran. 2CL Bl (M Wbeden, VUbymouth). Tbte: 
E480; £Utl £17U £130 l ti 1 : E41X Comput- 
er Snight Foracast E98 Sl 

Jackpot: ETjtXUM - part won. Pod of 
EBfB2Z7 carried taraord to Enter today 
Ptacspob £5420. Quadpob £35£Q 

Ptocafc 58934 PtaeafcESua 

SOUTHWELL 

1><S6 1 SEA SPOUSE (Data Gbaod 9-1; 

2. KawAB*wa7-2fac3- JohmleThaJeic- 

er 8-1 12 ran. 1 'A. TA. (M Bhnahwd, Up- 
per Lanfacum). IbtK £1540; £380, £140. 
£230. DF: £2200. CSF: £3235. THcawt 
E2B2L TriO: £853tt 

2.15: t. RUSSIAN RULER (D Sweeney} 
7-1; 2. Andaman 181; 3. Arctic Star 114. 
6 ran. aft. a (A Jtervis, DidcoG Tbte: £920; 
max E&tx DF: £8228 CSF: £8921 


245: 1.JARAAB(S Whitworth] H-4;2. 
Planty Dancer 5-1 ; 21 Mister Aapacto U-10 
tar. 7 ran. 2, 2 'h. (Mbs S Wten Stote-an- 
TtanG IbtK ESC; £18Q£25aDF: £040 09=: 
£1506. 

115: 1. DBTOsCIATE (K Dertay) 9-4 tar; 
9- Egg/a Dancer 11 -a a. PMacagatalbuch 
12-1 10 ran. Vh, hd. (T D Barron, THrskL 
IUk E3S0; £tao E2XX £230 DF: £aaa CSR 
£1079 Tneaefc CTSL25 Trio: £6220 

3-45: 1. QRSN BOPPER (C Lowthor) 
T4-1.-4L BoM Faltb 7-4 tev; a Beau Rober- 
to 281 11 ran. 'h. 7, (G Woodward, 
NewrakL Tbtro £3BS0; C55Q £150 £3S0 DF: 
£2260 CSF: £3720 TMcast £48649 Trio: 
E2Z7VL 

4.1B 1. MUST7TT GRUMBLE (K ftdtort 
8i; 2- Ptne ndga Led 7-1; 3. li-No-Her- 
ry H-4 fau 12 ran. t*. ^ (Mbs S Wlfon, 
Sfateon-Ttort) TMk £560; EMO £S20 £00 
DF: £4130 CSF: £4260 Trio: £5030. 

445c 1.QROVEBUR LAD (C%ncrt 7-1; 
2. FWd Of VWen lt-4; a. Spick And Span 
81 11 m Ys 3'A (S R Bowing Mvsftato). 
■fotre £940; £320 £130 £280 DF: £2240 
CSF: £2527. TMcast £18590 Ufa: £9450 

6.18: 1. RfVBt CAPTAIN (C Lnwttn) 

20-1; 2. Konareyev Dancer 8-1; 3. Pnkar 
School TI-2 10 ran. 2. (D Murray Smith. 
Upper Larnbouri). U*c £3450: £780 £230 
£2.10 DF; £SB» CSF; £16460 Mast: 
£93280 TMo: £25460 
Ptacapeb £S52BQ Quadpet: DPBQ 
Place R £44025 PJaca 5: ES28Q 
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England’s schedule would have exhausted Casanova himself 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


FOR a long time now I have 
been expressing the opinion, 
every month or so, that the Five 
Nations’ Championship is not 
only the greatest rugby event 
but also the finest sporting oc- 
casion in the world. The rela- 
tive change in the position oC 
England and Wales, which 1 
wrote about last week, has 
done nothing to alter this view. 

The idea that there should 
be some First or (as it would 
now no doubt be called) Super 
or Premier division, consisting 
of Australia, England, France, 
New Zealand and South Africa, 

is so much pie in the sky. It is 
not even a specially appetising 
pie, and I will tell you why. 

Such a competition would 


reproduce almost precisely the 
supposed failings of the Five Na- 
tions. That is to say. New 
Zealand and South Africa 
would find themselves in the po- 
sition of England and Ranee. 
These last two would resemble 
Ireland and Scotland. While 
Australia would be bobbing 
about somewhere in the middle, 
much as Whies are in the Five 
Nations as at present consti- 
tuted. 

Most of the silly talk has dis- 
appeared in the wake of last Sat- 
urday's matches. But it will 
resurface above the waves, 
mark my words, when France, 
Eii^and or both near heavily de- 
feat the Celtic nations, as they 
are now called - though, if you 


want to be accurate about these 
matters, all three countries oonr 
tain ancient elements which 
are not Cells; at afi. They are 
shortly to be joined by Italy, who 
will have to rank as honorary 
Celts. 

Most of the talk has come 
from England rather than from 
France. There is little doubt that 
it is chiefly motivated by greed: 
by the possibility of even more 
lucrative deals with Rupert 
Murdoch’s Sky television. But 
wfaal happens when England are 
relegated, and Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales or even Italy promoted? 
Would Murdoch be quite so 
keen to trananit inferior match- 
es? And what happens if he los- 
es interest altogether in rugby. 


which, like cricket, is being 
transmitted as bait to hook the 
middle classes! •' 

There is no doubt, however, 
that such a two-tier system of 
world rugby would be possible 
logistically, os account of the 
relative spired of modem trans- 
port. Some years ago, again - 
with Ken Jones I am the 
longest-serving columnist in 
the whole of this great news- 
paper -I wrote a column say- 
ing that rugby football had yet 
to come to terms with the in- 
vention of the jet engine. 

The point I was trying to 
make was that large aircraft 
were quite capable of trans- 
porting entire rugby squads 
with their hangers-on to the 


ends of the earth, and that con 1 
sequendy the era of die lengthy 
tour was dfead. In particular 
there was no need to spend 
months in Australasia. . . 

After the lapse of a decade 
or so, the rugby authorities fi- 
nally caught up with the march 
of science. Indeed, in their en- 
thusiasm. for single-match en- 
counters they resembled last 
annmin a mp«<***n aunt who in 
middle age bad suddenly dis- 
covered the joys , of sex The 
schedule for .England players, 
who h?d a tough Five Nations 
in front of them, would have ex- 
hausted Casanova himself. 

Now Clive Woodward, the 
England coach, is set to com- 
pound the errors of the autumn 


_ though to be feir to him, the 
cumme r tour of Australasia 
and South Africa aswell wasdfr- 
vised by happily anonymous 

. a r lnH/*l*anfinT11. 


Keith Barwefl, . the 
Northampton owner, sqys that 
none of “his" players are going 
to be alfawed to tour. Wfoodwaio 
says that no one will be picked 
for England’s remaining match- 
es uriesa be mates himself avail- 
able for the summer expedition. 
Xhere & no doubt that the 



W1LU UKU UWAJ. *-»”**7” 

lagtio,ofWfcsps, also has a con- 
tract, or the promise of one, 
with the Rugb y Football Union. 
But is it an implied term of the 
.players’ contracts with their 


dubs that under International 
'Board rules lliey must put 
country first. Only fl High Court 
judge. I am afraid, can resolve 
that. Reluctant though I am to 
hand over money to the gen- 
tlemen in wigs, I hope a judge 
does pronounce. 

1 now look rotwani to a sea- 
son of upsets, with England los- 
ing to Scotland and Ireland, and 
France to Wiles. For Ireland v 
Whies in Dublin I shall be in- 
tellectually neutral although 
emotionally committed. But I 
not shied uny tears if Wdes 
• lose. On their performance in 
Paris. Ireland certainly deserve 
to emerge from this Five Na- 
tions with at least one win and 
perhaps two. 


Lucie joins 
the youth 
revolution 

John Roberts on tennis' latest prodigy, who 
peached the ripe old age of 16 yesterday 


ONE OF the first questions ris- 
ing tennis stars are asked con- 
cerns their introduction to the 
sport. Steffi Grafs father short- 
ened the handle of one of his 
rackets for ben Monica Seles’ 
cartoonist lather drew Tom and 
Jerry on the tennis balls; Mar- 
tina Hingis' mother practically 
handed her daughter a racket 
at birth and named her after the 
great Navratilova. 

Mhjana Lucic was four years 
oki when she hid cm the back seat 

of the family car as her father 
took her older sister. Ana, for a 
tennis lesson at a local dub in the 
Croatian seaside town of 
Makarska. Miijana sneaked on 
the court “When I took tiie rack- 
et, I wouldn't let it go," she said. 

Her grip has been loosened 
from time to time by the WEA 
Tour’s age eligibility rule, which 
restricts the number of tourna- 
ments accessible to players un- 
der IS. Having marked her 
16th birthday yesterday, Lucic 
is entitled to increase her activity 
from eight to 10 WTA Tour 
events (starting with the Lip ton 
Championships in Florida on 19 
March), plus the year-end 
championships and any of the 
four Grand Slam tournaments 
for which she gains direct entry 
by virtue of her world ranking. 
At the age of 17, she will be el- 
igible to play 13 WTA Tour 
events. 

Lurie's fatber, Mariako, a 
former Olympic decathlctc, 
considers that his daughter has 
been penalised by the rule. He 
was particularly upset when 
Mirjana was not given wild 
cards for the French Open 
l won by her compatriot, ha Ma- 
joli, 19) and Wimbledon (won 
by Hingis, 16). 

If time has been allowed to 
pass his daughter by. it has done 
so ficctingly. The latest addition 
to the WTA Tour’s attractive 
and varied cast of teenage re - 
Hingis, with the big smile and 
stunningly mature game, Anna 
Koumikova. every ball-boy’s 
dream, and the Williams sisters, 
Venus and Serena, winning 
with attitude - Lucic is accus- 
tomed to appraisal. Almost 6fi 
tall, blonde. Messed with an ag- 
gressive baseline game and the 
strength and timing lo serve 


consistently in excess of 100 
mph, she co mm ands attention. 

Her arrival on the WTA "Ibur 
was spectacular. Unranked, and 
a qualifier, she became the first 
player ever to win a profession- 
al tournament on her debut, ap- 
propriate^ at the Croatian Open 
last May. Lucic did not drop a 
set, and in the semi-finals de- 
feated Amanda Coetzer, the 
diminutive South African who 
had eliminated S teffi Graf at the 
1997 Australian Open and was 
soon to beat the German again 
at the French Open. “Mirjana is 
an incredible girL," Coetzer said. 
“She beat me in everything I was 
trying.” 

In her second event on the 
major tour, in mid-May, still un- 
ranked and having qualified 
for the main draw in Strasbourg, 
Lucic defeated two seeds, Judith 
Wiesner and Nathalie Thuzfet, 
before losing to Graf, her idoL 
in the final, 6-2, 7-5. Afterwards, 
Graf told Lucic she had a great 
future and informed reporters, 
“I was not nearly as good as she 
is at 15”. 

Graf, who joined the tour at 
the age of 13 after outclassing the 
junior competition, graduated 
steadily through the senior 
ranks, by current standards, 
moving into the world’s top 10 
during her third season. It was 
the American Jennifer Capriati’s 
prodigious leap from the junior 
to a Grand Slam semi-final at 14, 
and her subsequent emotional 
turmoil, that prompted the ten- 
nis administrators to address age 
eligibility. 

On 1 July, having competed 
in her third professional tour- 
nament. advancing to the final 
of a satellite event in Mar- 
seilles, Lucic qualified for a 
world ranking. No 69. That 
persuaded the United States 
Tennis Association to accept her 
entry for the US Open singles 
draw of 128. 

■ Confident of performing 
well when able to trust the even 
bounce of the balls on medi- 
um-pace concrete (she won the 
19% US Open junior singles 
championship and the 1997 
Australian Open junior singles 
and doubles titles), Lucic 
marked her Grand Slam debut 
by advancing to the third 



Blonde ambition: Croatia’s Mirjana Lode has the style and game to challenge the best in the women's game 


round at Flushing Meadow, el- 
evating her ranking to No 50. 
She was defeated in three sets 
by Jana Novotna, the No 3 
seed, who concluded that. “Lu- 


rie hits the ball barder than 
anyone.” 

Last May, Lucic received an 
invitation to Switzerland the 
moment Hingis was fit to prac- 


tise after surgery to repair a 
knee damaged in a fall from a 
horse. It was not the first time 
that the young Croat had visit- 
ed Thibbach to play with Hingis 


Agassi on a roll after second triumph in a row 


ANDRE AGASSI won his sec- 
ond tournament in a row when 
he dinched the ATP four title 
in Scottsdale, Arizona, on Sun- 
day. 

The American won the 
event for a third time by 
beating Australian Jason 
Stoltenbcrg 6-4, 7-6, taking the 
world number SO to 16 wins for 
the year against just two defeats. 

The win, coupled with the 
one last week in San Jose, will 
move Agassi at least 10 places 
up the ATP Tour rankings and 
leaves him in good shape for his 


next event, the Champions Cup 
in Indian Wells, California, the 
first Super 9 event of the year. 

“It’s no mirade cure, just a 
lot of hard work,” Agassi said 
of a post-Australian Open win- 
ning streak which has stretched 
to 10 matches. “Tin out there 
getting better and playing welL" 

Tim Henman, the British No 
2, has moved up one place 
from 20 to 19 in the latest 
world rankings without hitting 
a bafl. Henman was not involved 
in a tournament last week but 
has been promoted because 


Croatian left-hander Goran 
Ivanisevic lost nearly 100 points 
and has slipped to. 21 from 19. 

Greg Rusedski, the British 
No 1 who reached the quarter- 
finals at Rotterdam, remains at 
six in the latest ATP list an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Both Rusedski and Hen- 
man were injured at this time 
last year, Rusedski with a wrist 
injury and He nmanwjth elbow 
trouble for which he had an op- 
eration. So until JD-ie neither 
British player has any points to 
defend. 


on the rubberised concrete 
court at the world No l’shome 
(the “Rebound Ace” is a repli- 
ca of the surface at the Aus- 
tralian Open). The.youngsteis 
became friends after meeting at 
the Fed Cop in Spain in April 
1996, and Lucic is valued both 
as a companion and a powerful 
Sparring partner. 

In Novotna’s absence at the 
Australian Open two months 
ago, Hingis invited Lucic to 
partner her in the doubles. 
They won the title, a victory 
which made amends for Lurie’s 
second-round defeat, in the 
singles by Majoli, the No 4 
seed. ' ‘ 1 ’ 

‘Tennis-wise, Miijana is one 
of the biggest threats to Marti- 
na,” said Melanie Motitor, 
Hogs’ mother and coach, qual- 
ifying the compliment, perhaps 


Photograph: Reuters 

• 
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witba future rivalry in mind, by 
adding, “but- maybe not men- 
tally ” . 

Marinko Lucic, who has four 
other children, resents any sug- 
gestion that he is an opportunist, 
having sold a restaurant and 
force grocery stores in order to 
concerUrarecmaipervKingMir- 
jana’s career. "She’ll be No 1 in 
the’ world some day, if God al- 
lows it, but we've learned from 
the mistakes of the others,” he 
cold the New h/Mc Times. 

“They looked too much at 
the money. Yes, if s a business, 
but the focus should be on the 
game, and the money will come 
later if you do this correctly. I 
wish that my daughter doesn’t 
play past 25. 1 want tier to get 
friends, get mazxjed, and have, 
a life- Wfe don’t want tolose per- 
spective.” Amen to thaL • 
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Varsity veteran M eredith makes it six 
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rranoUTPan* (Sdney 8una)& R Hudson 
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Hockey 


By Peter ColwfB 


WHEN Mike Meredith, the 
Cambridge University captain 
steps on to the pitch today at the 
National Stadium in Milton 
Keynes for the 98th \fcrsity 
match, it will be his sixth ap- 
pearance in this annual event 
Meredith, who won three 


Blues for Oxford, before switch- 
ing allegiance, has from a hernia 
and has not played a full match 
since November. Although not 
in the starting line-up, he is an 
integral part of Cambridge’s 
penalty corner routine. 

Cambridge, surprise win- 
ners last year, have -had their 
best ever season in the Adnams 
East league, finishing second 
and go into today’s match with 


the confidence gained from a re- 
cent good spell which finishe d 
wifo a 4-3 win against East An- 
glians and a 4-2 victory aver Ip- 
swich in their last league match. 

Oxford, 13fb in foe First Di- 
vision of the National Leagued 
have two player^ fom Matthews 
and the certain, Renwick Irvine, 
Who played for England in the 
0 ndec-21 World Cup at Milton 
Keynes. 
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Dong the latest big name to pull out of All-England event 


Badminton 


DONG JIONG, the All-Eng- 
land men’s champion, will miss 
this year's championships, which 
begin in Birmingham today. 

“We are trying to find the 
reason why,” a spokesman for 
the organisers said. “It's disap- 
pointing to lose the defending 


champion, of course, but it will 
not detract from the event” 

The world champion, Peter 
Easmussen of Denmark, with- 
drew on Sunday with an ankle 
injury- Dong is the third seed- 
ed player to pull out in the past 
few days, after Rasmussen and 
his Danish team mate, Thomas 
Stuer-Lauridsen. 

Some Asian countries have 


sent smaller squads to this 


financial hardship, bnt officials 
had been confident all the big 
names would be. present Al- 
though the sport recently ex- 
panded to a record 137 afiOated ' 
countries, its leading nations 
and several of its most impor- 
tant tournaments have beat 
badly hit by the withdrawal of 


sponsors and the collapse -of 
Asian currencies. 

- Tfoo bjg tournaments, the 
Korean Open and the Thailand 
Open, have already been caxif T ' 
celled, and a third, the In- 
donesian Open at Sulawesi, in’ 
August is at risk. The Thomas ! 
and Uber Cups finals, scheduled 
for Hoag Kong in May, may be 

switched to England. 




Hills to 
bring in 
betting 
on teams* 


WILLIAM HILL will intro-, 
duce betting on Formula One. 
fsairK for the first time at the. 
Brazilian Grand Prix on March ‘ 

29. In common with other book- . 
makers, they usually give odds 
on individual drivers only. 

The move follows the con-', 
trove rslal finish to Sunday's 
Australian Grand Prix. when 
David Couithard let his' 
McLaren team-mate Mika 
Hakkinen finish first. The team. ; 
had earlier agreed that which ev-" 
er driver was first out of the first, 
comer would be allowed to wio^, - 

unhindered by his team-mate^ty 
“We have been inundated, 
with dkgmnrt ed punters com- ! 
plaining about David Couithard • 
and, whilst we sympathise with 
them, we would have to point out 
that it has been an integral part 
of the Formula One scene,”' 
said Wiliam Hill’s spokesman. . 
Graham Sharpe, yesterday. ’ 
“Just as we have to take the ' 
possibility of such a scenario 
into account ,whco we set the - 
odds^puulersmust do likewise . 
when tiOT.plftce; th£ir bets." 

■ iShaqxralspcalled for teams ~ 
to armounceAfofc-jnstriictians ' 
publicly before races. “This . 
kind of situation... could be ; 
prevented if teams' had to an-- 
nounce such instructions before , 
a race,” he said. 

Sharpe said William Hill, 
who had quoted Hakkinen at . 
13-8 and Couithard at 9-4 be-: 
fore the race, were in no posi- f 
don to know that the drivers bad', 
come to a prior agreement . 

' William HiD have now made- 
Hakkinen and Couithard 13-8^ 
joint favourites for the Brazilian ; 
Grand Prix with the McLaren” 
team 1-3 favourites to win the^ 
race. Ferrari , are 9-2 andL> 
Williams 5-1. 

Honda plans » 
return to 
Formula One : 

.HONDA said yesterday it had ’ 
decided to return to Formula, 
One racing with a comprehen-. 
sive team using its own engine," 
chassis and management. „ 
Honda has begun a feask 
bility study on its return to^ 
Kwmula One after withdrawing- 
from the sport In late 1992. “It. 
was the strong determination of* 
our young engineers that, 
prompted Honda to start its se- . 
nous consideration of retunrihg * 
to FI racing,” NobuhikoKawa- . 
moto, Honda’s president and. 
chief executive officer, said. * 
Kawamoto added that tbe?ft?7 
timing of the return would be fi- 
nalised by the end of this year. . 
“The team structure, manage- ■ 
ment and actual timing of the re-, 
turn to racing have still to be. 
fixed,” he said. “Wh decided to > 
return to Fbrmula One by not* 
only making engines, but also by, 
developing andmaking car chas- 
sis and handling the manage- 
ment of our own raring team," , 
Honda’s approach will be: 
similar to that of Ferrari which, 
manages its own team and ds- „ 
vetops and makes its own en- 
gines and chassis. Other major- 
car manufacturers now in For-, 
mula One supply engines to in- . 
dependent racing teams. 

Honda took part in.Fbnnu- ' 
la One raring as a team between. 
1964 and 1968, winning two vxhjwp 
tones out of:35 races. The; ' 
company was involved in For-, 
mula One from 1983 to 1992 as- 
an engine supplier, winning 69; 
tunes m 151 races. i 
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net practice will 
make perfect 


By Henry Blofeld 

in Bridgetown 


dos ■47Z-& dec 
England 372-7 


ENGLAND’S three-day game 
agpinst Barbados meandered on 
asa pleasant enough exercise in 
the sun on another lovely 
Caribbean day. Much of the 
bowling was done by the spin- 
ners and bore little ot no re- 
semblance to what we can 
expect in the fifth Ifest which be- 
gins here on Thursday. 

None the less, in general 
terms, practice in the middle is 
much more valuable than net 
practice. This point is in noway 
(bade as a tadt criticism erf Mike 
Atherton, who chose to have 
strenuous nets each day instead 
of playing against Barbados. 

The chairman pf the selec- 
tors, David Grave ney, who ar- 
rived in Barbados last weekend, 
principally to supervise the ac- 
dnnafisation and practice of the 
seven players who are coming 
out from England for the one- 
day internationals which start at 
the end of the month, said 


during the day that Atherton 
had been tanrinjj on the tele- 
phone to Graham Gooch. His 
predecessor will have given 
Atherton points to wort on, in 
winch case net practice can 
then be more valuable as the 
precise circumstances of each 
can be repealed timfc and again 
— which cannot, of course, be 
done in the middle. 

Atherton’s shortage of runs 


Seven Tbst fnmngft — is fan ring 
more concern than it should be. 
The first three Ifests, four if you 
include Sabina Park in whkhhe 
was out for two, were played on 
bad pitches and ag a in st two. of 
the best fast bowlers in the 
world. 'Atherton’s low scores 
must be seen in this perspective 
and his 49 played an important 
part in helping Englan d to win 
in Trinidad. 

His main problem, winch 
Gooch has study got him work- 
ing on, is his method of playing 
back. Like so many contempo- 
rary batsmen, whim he plays 
bade there is not much move- 
ment band: towards the stumps 
and most of the time he aids up 
square on to the bowler with his 
toes {minting down the pitch at 
mid-off. 


Tendulkar’s batting puts 
Australia on the back foot 



**£§ V 


SACHIN TENDULKAR’S su- 

« :rb unbeaten 155 inspired In- 
a as they look a commanding 
position against Australia after 
the fourth day of the first Tfest 
in Madras yesterday. 

Australia struggled to 31 for 
3 by the dose after being set 348 
to win following a second-in- 
nings declaration by the Indian 
captain, Mohammed Azfaarud- 
din, at 418 for 4. 

The tourists endured a gnu- . 
elling day in the field and then 
lost Michael Slater, Greg 
Blcwctt and skipper Mark Thy- 
jjbr during the final hour, leav- 
ing than still needing 317 ttfrim. 

If TknduDcar whs the batting 
star - which also induded hatf- 
centuries for Azharuddm, b&qjot 
Sidhu and Rahul Dravki- then, 
with the baQ, it was the leg-spin- 
ner Anil Kumtde who shone. 

Slater wem first for 13, chop- 
ping a wide delivety from pace- 

man Javagal Srinath on to his 
slumps before Kemble took 
over. Bicwett, on five, was 
snapped up at silly point and 
Ihylor followed soon after on 


Sporting Digest 


^akistan 
destined 
for defeat 

Cricket 


S Africa 293 *20* for 7 dec , 
Pakistan 106 & 12 0 for 7 j 

PAKISTAN survived the first 14 
overs of their marathon at- 
tempt to save the third Tfest ; 
against South Africa yester- : 
day, reaching tea on 32 without ! 

loss on the fourth day. They still | 
need another 362 for an unlikely 
victory. 

Saeed Anwar reached 17 at 
the interval with Ijaz Ahmed 
looking less secure with 15. j 
Aanrir Sobail injured his rigbt j 
wrist durmg folding practise ! 

ter (he dose of play on the third 
day and will not be able to bat 
$ until five wickets have fallen. 
AHan Donald failed to find his ; 
rhythm in the five overs he i 
howled before the break and 
SiauaFWtoAloakai j 

gerous. South Africa employed 
the servkKsof the left-ann wrist 

spinner Pted Adams for the two 
testing overs before tca- 
South Africa resumed their 
second iiuwng i at the start of 
play on 94 for 2 and tost only 
one wicket in the morning ses- 
j sion when Jacques Kallis on 69 
f edged an attempted badc-foot 
j drive ia ihe wicketkeeper 

J Rashid Latif in the last over be- 

| tore hutch. Hylton Ackerman, 
in his second Tfest, also batted 
f ns»tot*tyfor42fipmllfik^ 

When the declaration came 
an how after lunch, Pakistan 
qgtverc Wt with t target of 394 

in a minimum of 242 overs rc- 
m anting. 

fiourth t*r. MWn woo «bms saw* 

wt- • 


13, snicking the leg-spinner to 
gu% off the last ball of the day. 

Kuznble, who claimed four 
victims in the first innings by fit- 
ly esplrating the pitch’s bounce 
and turn, ended with two wick- 
ets off 1.4 overs without con- 
ceding a run. 

India had started theda^ on 
100 fori after Australia scored 
328 mlheh fist mnmg^ gjymg 
them a 71-run lead after the 
hosts fori w wrif- 257; 

tFoudt) ckqr; Mtwonkinl - 

fr«iA~ntafai*mlS7 p*a 8ktu ttN It 
9 . 

gcQMutpioic or . an 

EdnMHMflBT) ~ST 

Bow** flMpufcz WMNe 
nabam zmab-u ton* sw-hm: aw«r 

HQWKhflMh - 

*M AWytoroSrtrwih b Kuntsto —U 

a S Bon tt O Orwrtd b Kuttto ~ g 

PDMMmcal » 

&tnw — ' 

TbmaorS) — w 

PM Of wMcots: 1-U 2-30 SOt __ ' . 

Bowta SitaMi frtfrl : IWlWpdi# 
ifrlMcItoit* WI«: S£t£MI 
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Athletics 

Judy Oates, Britain* testing woman 
ahoHXJttac has invited flwe oljha “best 
ot the iwf to a sarias of trateng 
camps. TWo at ths five, JoameDun- 
can (Essex Lades} and VfcH Fgsar 
(AktorahoO. w«b sacond anSIHnAba- 
hlrri Oates blast monfrfe AAA frxtocr 
Champ to nstipi In Btoii n fl h a r n. 

Basketball 


? lilr T vi 1 -:- v r- M 


Cricket 

Sussex twM agreedtamw with the 
. _ - ... n W wrt Houle 


£jfl CflSarf t> : 7 

AFW^O**nol«rt — 0 

Extra a : 31 

tbtri fterr. -m^kra) 372 

7-371 

TbbatAP Goaw^C EWSWanwod 
Baadta Gtand2S»«-7B-l; CoSna 1B-1- 

ao-iTStro" tt-i-er-i; FWd 352*84-1; 

Rolodr»S-4*S; Raitar 1-0«L 
Un^hacr M Jams and O Hcfctec 


iBobcament for Rkharel Wrigyil, the. 
England uxler-2T goaKaeoer. who 
was Murad pteyingior Ipswich rt the 
weehsrKl Swun Derry and Utayna 
Qiinn {both SreffteW United), James 
Scowautt (Ipswich) end Lee Crooks 
(Manchester City) haw also bean 
ended up In piece of the Murad Adfr 
an Forties (Norwich), Seth Johnson 
rprawe), Mgd Quasrte (Quee^Park 
Rangora) and Alan Rogers (NoWng- 
hffln Forest). 

rtjddarsfieMTbwn arose* to don the 
unsettled Arsenal striker, Chris Ki- 
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Curdy Ambrose has twice 
- had Umfowwith balk which have 
cut back into Mm and kept tow. 
They ate fiendishly difficult to 
keep out, bid if Atherton can 
move the right foot back further 
than he does and keep it more 
pazaDel to the batting crease it 
wiH give him an extra split sec- 
ond and leave him in a better po- 
sition to adjust. He should also 
tzynot to move quite so for across 
his stumps, for when he does it 
leaves himstraiided when the ball 
comes back into Mm. 

Fluffing about wifi tech- 
niques can be dangerous in the 
middle of a Tbst series but 
Gooch and Atherton were 
woridong together for some time 
before Oiristmas. Gooch win 
now have beeai trying to deter- 
mine whether or not Atherton 
has returned to any of Ms old 
bad habits and this obviously 
concerns the problems he has 
bad on the bade foot. 

Even if he has not been 
able to tinker successfully' with 
the mechanism of this stroke, 
Atherton will find the pitch at ^ 
Kensington Oval much more to 
Tibi taring. Ha mnrif. mnr e than J 
200 runs in the Bairbados and 
Antigua lists foiif years ago ! 
which helped to make up for a 
poor start to that series too. 

But. four yeazs ago England 

caipe to the Barbados Tbst three 
matches down wifi the series lost. 
Now, they are 2-1 down and if 
Atherton, who says his batting 
does not fed out of sorts, can 
again take advantage of the even 
bonnrebere^hecoukfp^yarig- 
mficaot part in hdping England 
gpt back mi level terms. 

The four main batsmen on 
show yesterday against Barba- 
dos- Nasser Hussain, Graham 
Thorpe, Mark Ramprakash and 
Adam Hollioake - all bad use- 
falspeBs in themidtfie before 
getting themselves out to care- 
less strokes. It was a pity that no 
one went on to make a oento- 
ry, but at least none of the bat*. 

68, B L Hoyto 
-+ — 45. 

QmottkeitiMb-afaw'i ■ • *» 

>lB n w n pra>awhc«jb bBolocfc 44 



Bernard Lama: ‘Now I have a lovely antelope to eaf 
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First Division plans revealed 


By Mark Bradley 

FIRST DIVISION dubs yes- 
terday outlined their gremnd- 
breaking proposals to bridge the 
gulf between, the Premier 
League and the Football 
Learie by achieving greater au- 
fonomy for themselves. 

The dubs insists they do not 
want to break away from the 
JEtootbafl League - bnt they do 
want more control over their 

B 6ws. They are keen to re- 
K bodges with the Pre- 
eagoe that were burned 
two years ago when separate 
tdeviaon deafen were set ep, cost- 
ing them up. to £25m a year. 

The dubs fear that keeping 
the Stans quo would make it in- 
aeasmgiy likely that the three 
sides relegated from the top 
flight each year would come 
straight back up the next season. 
Nottingham Forest, Middles- 
brough and Sunderland, who all 
went down last term, currently 
fill the top three places. 


70 W 72 72 2BB N Price (Zbr4 71 TO 77 71 
231 MW* (Gant 71 89 77 » 283 N FsUo 
(GB) 72 70 7* 77. 294 G WMb (NZ) 76 GB 
75 n: R Cofihhr (MJ W 68 77 75 295 W 
Gradygjja)/37'1 777S.2B7SLyto(Q8)71 


Representatives from Birm- 
ingham, Bradford City, Chari- 
ton and Stoke outlined their 
proposals to a meeting of their 
Second and Third Division 
counterparts yesterday in Lon- 
don as part of the League’s con- 
tinuing restructuring plan. 

Chairmen of some lower 
League dubs had earlier warned 
that the plan could speD finan- 
cial “disaster” for some of them 
-yet conceded that it was like- 
ly to get the go-ahead as there 
was the implicit threat of a full 
scale breakaway if they did not 
give way. 

The Second and Third Di- 
vision dubs left fie meeting wifi 
the League board to set up then- 
own committee, which will roeet 
on Thursday and will give a for- 
mal reaction in due course af- 
ter considerable debate. 

Birmingham's managing di- 
rector, Karren Brady, and the 
Bradford City chairman, Geof- 
frey Richmond, outlined the 
case that the 24 First Division 
dubs were unanimously putting 
forward and stressed that it 



Ice hockey 
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add strength and experience to their 
one-day . 

d» of ttMK duiiwv 296 tor 7 Ok and 
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Football _1__ 
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Today’s fixtures 


Football 

■nan© wvmow 
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BOX'S 8COTWHCE4ffl* 

noamatMKJH 

~j£~asi'3rs» — 

53“tisac«« 



Sumo 

Akabonoand'felcanohana.thalBad- 
lng wrastes uJlhe oand champion 
rank, suffered defeats liar the second 
consecutive day at the dxfrig Grand 
Suno Tournament In Osaka yeaterrfajt 
It Is the first time since the yokoeuna 
rark was esttMahed in 1909 far two 
or more grand champions to lose two 
consecutive matches each from the 


Table tennis 

Lisa Lomas, Engbndb toadtog woman 
player since 1382, yesterday an- 
nounced her retirement after waning 
hertouHi Engfiah womenfe singtos tf 
tie In Bath at the English National 
Championships. Lomas, from Dun- 
aafcte, a saver meda*st« the 1992 
ropean Champiorahpe in Stuttgart, » 
to tiro to coaoiirn boft for the national 
teams and at Mfton Keynes. Lomas 
wtt play her last m^ches for England 
at the European Championships In- 
BrKtwver\ the Natherteras, starting 
on 23 April 

Tennis 

ATP^ TOURNAaBn- (ScoOMWa. Artronrt 
angles, final: A Agesel (liS) M J 
Stutianberg (Au^ e-4 7-& 

COPENHAGEN MEtrS TOURNAMENT 
SfaigiM, EM round: □ Sangtinotti (id btJ 
WnHatck (Bo07-67-5: M Qustataon 


ht J KiD9lak (Stovftt) 8-1 7-8; R Aslan (B) 
M J PnntzNu fDar) 8-3 3-6 ft-3. 
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HwLad (745); Rwl 
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wvn Bw v ABrinclant Fa* PMWg*fc y 
SavRodwONto; MrfwrWSvWWNvaV 


Z^wmNLEADXB<TLEAGUERsl.QM- 

CMtwn; HythB * nwraftm 


't a' rfii ; l ? » ry i j 


& Rattaton v aunsy mvarers; ram v 
NtMWMt v Halstead; Suduy 

T»mvW Ntti ;Tptta>vWMdhridgKWof- 
hem v Manbom. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHETM LEAGUE 
Rtta DMrioK Dunam tB v Paratti 
HOfTIHBtH COUNTIES EAST tEABUEPrs- 
oSwDMsteWlAMKtosv Hucknal; North 
FtaifyvShaM*l;OMnRWvAinairi;Pfdf- 
Bring v Wag; Uactosy v Matty MW PtM- 
htantta cS aNaMM: CM) AUon v 
OtasshougMon weanra 
UHLSPORT IWTED COUNTES LEAGUE 
PnaWrUMabm: BoMon tow vyUay-.RUI 
&ions v Kanpom H*xacti v Staofbid; Mk- 
rSwBtaBtalona vWMkitfximuah Laagaa 
Cap MnJ laand: DnUy v^ Vbadon 
BfTEHtMK a epne s s KB3LAMD ALU- 
ANCe ChBHkwn v VM Mdtanta Pofc« 
Knypmtof v Pettpore; OMwry v Bkxwtti 
SCAElMFKDneCTlEAQJEPnnteOI- 

vtafare Chart v*jd Qv tttoBffiomTBrid*rt 
(7^6}; MwngoMflrtV Skwsl 
LEAGUE OF WAlEifc BtoirWayhtarO- 
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ctwm City v Cowntor (Tfflfar AMnchami. 
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AVON INSURANCE C0U8»lflT10N Ffcst M- 
vlaion: Anontl v Swindon pfl). 
THETHESRAVOUTHCUP H ttremdiRa. 
tartwovgh v CrawB (71^ 

Rugby League 

UNNERSirr MATCH: Oxtord V Cambridge 

pannamommifHfQ. 

Rugby Union 

ALLS) DUNBAR PflBUERSHP OK: New- 
canto v Sato (Z3IS 

Basketball 

BUtJWBSBl LEAGUE: Bkiringham Buttsv 
ShafJWd Shnria (7» 

Ice hockey 




hBmRanihanvShaMau 

B; ftadma Bees v Canflfl Dnls . 
ingtBla Been v Itonchattor Sham 

Other sports 

BADHINTOtli A1 EnQtond Ch uyton aHpa 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

600 

The number of football 
matches for which Luis 


been coach - a Spanish 
record. On Sunday, the 59- 
year-ok) bettered Mtguel 
Mutaz, and was greeted by 
an owafiod not arty from his 
own fans but also the s» 4 >- 
porters from Atlettao 
Madid, one of Aragones* 
fomwr dub^ wtich also ■> 
dude Barcelona. 


Hammers 
unleash the 
lauded Lama 

The French goalkeeper is - at last- making 
an impression in Britain, says Glenn Moore 


ARSENE WENGER is English 

football’s biggest importer of 
French playera but, as far as he 
was concerned, there was one 
compatriot too many at High- 
bury on Sunday. 

The Arsenal coach felt a Sut- 
ter of concern as soon as he 
knew Bernard Lama would be 
M the West Ham United goal 
and Ms fears were realised as, 

impressively, the 34-yeai-old 
kept a second clean sheet 
a gainst Arsenal in seven days. 

“He always played like fiat 
against Monaco in France,” 
bemoaned Wenger in admira- 
tion. “He is world class, one of 
the top three goafloeepessm the 
world. Everything is so clean. 
He is always very flexible and 
$o quick: it is so easy for him to 
move.” 

Wenger had been aston- 
ished that West Ham, having 


preferred Craig Forrest in goal 
until the Canadian was injured 
last week. Lama, who has 35 
French caps, had arrived from 
Paris St-Germain after being 
banned last year for testing 
positive for cannabis in a drug 
test 

“I did not sign him because 
we have David Seaman and 
Lama is not fie sort of goal- 
keeper who you sign as cover. 
He is a great goalkeeper - 
West Ham had gold in their 
hands but did not know it I was 


surprised but I understand be 
is not known here - but it does 
not need five reserve games to 
know he is top class.” 

lama, who is desperate for 
regular football as he tries to 
regain a place in the French 
national squad, had threatened 
to leave West Ham when he was 
□ot picked but has persevered. 
After Ms debut last week he said 
“Lwaslake a caged lion, but now 
I have a lovely antelope to 
eat” 

Harry Redknapp said of his 
keeper, who was bom in French 
Guyana in South America. - He 
looked very confident. But this 
was not an occasion to worry 
him- He’s played for Fiance and 
in a European Cup final." 

With Samassi Abou, a 
France Under-21 cap, also in the 
West Ham team and Em- 
manuel Petit, Patrick Vieira, 
Nicolas Anelka and Christopher 
Wreh appearing for Arsenal, 
there were six Fteuch players at 
Highbury plus Re mi Garde on 
fie bench and Gilles Griman- 
di not involved. 

None, however, are certain 
starters for the French World 
Cup team though Vieira is like- 
ly to be in fie squad and both 
Lima and Petit might be. 

“I don’t now what will hap- 
pen,” added Lama. “Aim6 
Jacquet (the French coach] 
knows me and he knows how I 
feel." 


would not spell financial ruin for 

lower league rides. Their pro- 
posal centres around fie 
League’s disposable revenue, 
which is currently worth £33m 
a year and split op on the basis 
of 59.5 per cent to First Divirion 
dubs, 23.5 per cent to Second 
Division dubs and 17 per cent 
to those in the Third Division. 

The First Division clubs 
want the power to negotiate a 
new TV deal themselves when 
the present one expires in three 
years’ time and distribute the ex- 
tra cash around the Football 
League— but keep a larger share 
for themselves. 

They also want control over 
coxnmerciaJ and marketing ac- 
tivities that directly affect them, 
sud) as the power to obtain 
sponsorship for the First Divi- 
sion and to name it according- 
ly. Other issues include having 
power ewer fie number of dubs 
in the First Division, with cur- 
rent promotion and relegation 
numbers retained only while 
there are at least 20 dobs in the 
divirion. 


Vieira escapes one-match ban 


By Bill Pierce 

THE referee, Paul Durkin, has 
cleared Arsenal's French mid- 
fielder Patrick Vieira for the FA 
Cup quarter-final replay against 
Wist Ham next week. The offi- 
dal told the RxifiaE Association 
be was wrong to book Vieira in 
a Premier League match be- 
tween the two London rides. 

It means double relief for 
Vieira who expected a one- 
match suspension haring al- 
ready been shown a total of 10 
yellow cards this season even bo- 
fore be was booked two minutes 
from fie end of last Monday’s 
goalless draw at Upton Park 

The bonus for Vieira is that 
now only three of those cards re- 
main valid in counting towards 
a ban. For one card is struck 
from the record - on application 
to the FA - whenever a player 
completes five consecutive 
matches without a booking. 


Thanks to Durkin’s inter- 
vention, the expunging of 
Vieira’s caution at Upton Park, 
-his 23rd yellow card in just 18 
months in English football - 
means that fie Arsenal-'West 
Ham FA Cop-tie at Highbnzy 
last Sunday is now deemed his. 
fifth consecutive game without 
a caution. 

Following a flare-up with 
West Ham’sJohn Moncur after 
the whistle in that match 
Vieira’s dic^Knary record was. 
agam the focus of attention. Ther 
referee, Mike Reed, however, 
has said the incjdentwiH not be 
induded in his report 
• Uefo, European football's nil-, 
ing body, said yesterday that 
more World Cup seats wflj be. 
made available for foreign fans 
- but warned that fie number 
of new tickets would not meet 
demand. “People win be a little 
bit happier,” Uefa’s president, 
Lennart Johansson, said. 
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Protest fails to overturn Hakkinen^ vict^y 





Motor racing 


By Derick Albop 


MIKA HAKKINEN’S victory 

in the Australian Grand Prix on 

Sunday will stand - though the 
‘‘pre-arranged 1 ' finish with his 
McLareo-Mercedes team-mate, 
David Coulthard, which let him 
in for victoiy, may be outlawed 
later this month. 

The FLA, Formula One’s 
governing body, turned down a 
protest from the Australian or- 
ganisers yesterday, but said the 
practice of a gentleman's agree- 
ment could be banned when the 


World Mb tor Council meets on 
18 March. 

"Tfcam orders specifying the 
finishing order of drivers with- 
in a team have existed in mo- 
tor spoil since the beginning of 
the century,” the FIA said in a 
statement. “It would therefore 
not be right to criticise or sanc- 
tion McLaren for what it did.” 

The real problem, though, 
is that Ron Dennis, the man- 
aging director of McLaren, 
must know that be has it with- 
in his power to make or break 
the Formula One world cham- 
pionship as a viable contest. 

First races can be misleading, 


because not.all the teams, even 
bigger ones, are totally pre- 
pared. Conventional wisdom 
maintains that the championship 
proper begins when they arrive 
in Europe for the fourth round, 
the San Marino Grand Prix. 

This year, however, it ap- 
pears improbable that any team 
wffl be able to make sufficient 
progress to threaten McLaren’s 
obvious superiority. They 
lapped the rest without extend- 
ing themselves in Melbourne, 
raising the prospect of a white- 
wash that eluded them by just 
one race out erf 16 in 1988. 

The redeeming feature of 


l Woodward 
will drop 
tour rebels 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

ENGLAND'S professional 
dubs look certain to lose the po- 
litical battle over this summer’s 
four-Test tour of the southern 
hemisphere, but they remain 
confident of winning their wider 
war with Twickenham. Clive 
Woodward, the England coach, 
wfll take a fiiU-strength party to 
Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa whether the muti- 
nous power-brokers of the Pre- 
miership like it or not, but the 
Rugby Football Union face 
huge problems in their attempt 
to secure contractual control 
over the red rose elite. 

As the ramifications of 
Northampton's decision to bar 
their international contingent 
from all summer tours contin- 
ued to reverberate yesterday, 
an emotional but unrepentant 
Woodward wrapped himself 
in the Union flag and justified 
the stand that threatens three 
leading Saints - Paul Grayson, 
Tim Rodberand Matt Dawson 
- with Five Nations oblivion. 

“I’m not a bully, I haven’t ca- 
joled anyone into doing any- 
thing and I'm certainly not in 
the business of forcing players 
to choose between club and 
country.” he said “I’m simply 
saying that I will not counte- 
nance a third party, Northamp- 
ton in ibis case, telling me who 
I can and can't pick for England 
I can’t do the job if that is go- 
ing to be the case. 

“No one at the RFU tells me 
how to run this team and I sure 
as hell have no imenlion of be- 
ing bold to ransom by the club 
owners. All I'm interested in is 


buildh^ a side capable of winning 
the World Cup next year and at 
the moment it feds like a knife 
is being put through our dreams. 

“Of course I feel for the 
Northampton guys, but if they 
can’t make themselves avail- 
able for this tour they wili not 
play against Scotland on Satur- 
day week. That goes for every- 
one else, too.” 

Those words effectively tor- 
pedoed the Northampton ini- 
tiative and there were signals 
last night that Keith Barwefl. the 
Saints owner, was considering 
a climb-down. 

Waodwand, who has forged a 
dose and mutually supportive re- 
lationship with “dub Englan d” 
players since taking over as 
coach last autumn, was backed 
to the hilt by Jeremy Guscott, still 
the most glittering jewel in the 
England crown and one of only 
two players present at Twicken- 
ham yesterday. “Flayers love 
playing for their dubs, but ulti- 
mately they want to play for their 
country,” he agreed *Tm avail- 
able to tour- Pm determined to 
retain the right to play for Eng- 
land as and when I and the se- 
lectors wish -and as far as Tm 
aware, every other member of the 
squad feels likewise.” 

However, there was a sting in 
the Bath centre's tail and it sent 
a highly toxic message in the di- 
rection of those RFU big-shots, 
Orff Brittle and Fran Cotton in- 
cluded, who believe the only way 
to bring the clubs to heel is to 
sign up dozens of leading play- 
ers on union contracts. 

*Tm still very loyal indeed to 
my dub which, unlike the RFU, 
has done a lot for the players," 
Guso^said'Thedubshavecle- 
liwaed everything they promised 


us and in all honesty, I can't say 
the same for the union. There is 
no way the England players can 
turn their badcs on the dobs and 
sign with the RFU; they would 
be crazy to do so, because it 
would be like turkeys voting for 
Christmas. I hope all my col- 
leagues stay contracted to then: 
dubs because if they don’t they 
wffl forfeit the control they have 
over their own futures.” 

Cotton, last summer's victo- 
rious Lions manager and now tbe 
influential vice-chairman of the 
RFU management board, con- 
tinued to play hardball by saying 
there was “no possible dialogue 
on tbe subject of player avail- 
aMity” for the dose-season tour. 

“Every player declared his 
availability when he signed bis 
England contract and, as far as 
I’m concerned, the day these 
players decide not to play for 
their country is the day the 
game dies,” he said 

Both Cotton and Brittle, 
the RFU chairman, denied 
making any contractual ap- 
proach to Lawrence Dallagtio, 
die England captain. They did, 
however, admit that discus- 
sions had taken place with rep- 
resentatives of Gary Connolly, 
the Wigan rugby league centre. 

The Australians have made 
their position dear by calling on 
the IB, rugby’s world governing 
body, to enforce the clause in 
their charter demanding that 
countries send their strongest 
possible sides on lest tours. 

Woodward will this week 
ask each of bis players to con- 
firm their availability, and he 
win then select his side for the 
Calcutta Cup match al Mur- 
rayfield on Sunday week. 
Ireland unchanged, page 24 
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ACROSS 20 

1 Thereby involved in hard- 
ships of actors (44*) 22 

6 Fill-in makes a reflective 
attempt to buy about a 25 


wild type (5) 

10 Applied heat to men m a 27 
poor condition (4-5) 

11 Wias attentive to Jury in 28 

calhedndbyday inaineri- thing 

forinus way (10) (5,4) 

12 Pfcople at university win get 

a choice (4) 1 

14 Bridge players in trail for 

backer (7) 2 

15 It win produce print of 

trees axed (7) 3 

17 Priest carries woman’s bas- 
ket (7) 4 

19 Sort of memory can upset 
European in kwe affair (7) 5 


Ruiqr gear can be the fash- 
ion (4) 

Rod runs out to meet Eng- 
lish hosptal worker (5,5) 

I bear main strains of 
cook’s requirement (4-5) 
a charge for cross- 


attempt to buy about a 25 1 bear mam strains of stered ber 

pound (2-3) cook’s requirement (4-5) 13 Company 

9 Show superiority holding a 26 Assign a charge for cross- plied tow 


ing and craning back (5) 
Church official led off to 
Queen (5) 

Rrncy biscuit’s a favourite 
thing to give to quartet 

m _ ^ 

DOWN 

Die unexpectedly getting 
doctor in fix (5) 

Feathers providing answ er 
in south-west county (9) 
Exotic font is cut to an ad- 


Uttnparaon of left-wing 

Discharge from dismissed 
and dismembered fond (7) 


6 A live daughter but not yet 

active (4) 

7 Made light man 

8 At feast note an upl 
stered bench (9) 

13 (fompany measure also ap- 
io worker’s leader 

14 bitxxse shortened part of 
NT and can be distm- 
gmsbed(9) 

16 Voice control at poor stan- 
dard (9) ^ 

18 Might it prevent one leav- 
ing a sinking ship? (3-4) 

19 Consider givingart^ter lec- 
ture (7) 

21 Crossword diagram in- 
volves new tedious task (5) 

23 Chemical derived from ex- 


24 Eastern ruler got over 
frostiness (4) 



ff 


that year was the magnificent 
duel by the McLaren drivers 
Ayrton Senna and Alain Frost, 
the former eventually shading 
it eight wins to seven. Formula 
One now turns to Couithaxd 
and Hakkuten to save this year. 

Tfe am arrangements are 
nothing new in motor racing 
and McLaren were involved in 
controversy at the final race of 
last season when Williams’ 
Jacques VDleneuve, assured of 
the title, allowed Hakkinen and 
Couithaxd to pass him. in the 
dosing stages. 

At Melbourne the co-oper- 
ation was purely inhouse. 


McLaren were confident they 
had a performance advantage 
over their opponents, but were 
uncertain of their reliatnlicy 
and so accommodated their 
drivers' agreement that whoever 
made it to the first corner in 
front would be granted victory. 

Formula One is a team game 
and that made sound team sense, 
but it is also a public spectacle 

for winch trackside customers 

and tdevisfon companies around 
tbe world pay substantial sums. 

Couhhard’s extravagant ges- 
ture in slowing down for Hakki- 
nen. who found himself trailing 

after a mix-up over a pilstop. 


two laps from tiie end of the 

race, understandably irked the 
huge crowd and tbe organisers. 

FIA may not welcome 
Coulthard’s words in anticipa- 
tion of a comfortable victory at 
the next race in Brazfl. 

“I am expecting to be repaid. 

I oould have won the opening 
race, hot hopefully we will put 
this to bed after the next race 
and carry on from there,” he 
said. ‘After two races we should 
be on an even keel, so there 
won't be a points disadvantage.” 

Dennis contends ins no risk 
policy is justified for another 
race, but maybe persuaded oth- 


erwise. At the very least, he is 
likely to. make sure any 
‘^nangcmenf^rarfaablalant 

Daring die build-up to the 
season Dennis talked of his rel- 
ishing the prospect of having: 
two drivers battling for the ti- 
tle, as with Serna and Rost, and 
with Frost andNBri Lauda at 
McLaren in the mid Eighties. 

Some teams defeHd control 
of their drwers on the grounds 
that rivalry can becemc over- 
heated, as k did between Sen- - 
na and Prost, or self 
destructive, as between, the . 
Williams pair, Nigel Mansell 
and Nelson Piquet, in 1986. 


to be a race, otiwaw^eithasaj 
orcdib^igraittl dtimaidy wfli 
have ipb. appeal After afl, 
MansdFS overtaking manoco- 

vre against Fiqufet in the life 
— - 


moments. 

• Couitbard and Hakteasu 
are well matched and capibU. 

of giving ns a similarly cantJv 
pelling championship uyg 
yeear that would' cover 
McLaren and FormuIa Oue in . 
glory.-' . " • •' 

Bookmaker* make betting ’ 

<*“*«* W>H 



Runs in the sun 


warm up 
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England's Mark Ramprakash (top) and Graham Thorpe rack up the rum against the bowling of Winston Reid y es terday in the tour match against 
Barbados at the Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, where the fifth Test starts on Thursday Report, Henry Blofeld, Page 27; Photograph: David Ashdown 


Francis withdraws 
his resignation 


Football 


TREVOR FRANCIS has with- 
drawn his resignation as tbe 
manager of Bi rmingham Qty. 

Francis quit St Andrew's on 
Saturday evening after his son, 
Matthew, was verbally abused 
by a section of supporters dur- 
ing tbe 1-0 First Division win 
over Queen's Park Rangers. 
Yesterday, though. Frauds said 
that the "overwhelming and 
magnificent” support of the 
club’s fans was instrumental in 
persuading him to reverse his 
decision. 

Francis held talks in Ox- 
fordshire with Birmingham’s 
chairman, David Gold, on Sun- 
day and said: "I have been giv- 
en certain assurances that 
things will change in the future. 
1 have been quite overwhelmed 
by the reaction of the fans and 
their support has been a large 
factor in my decision.'’ 


Steve Thompson, tbe former 
Lincoln and Southend manag- 
er who stepped in as caretaker 
when Nigel Spademan leagued 
as Sheffield United manager last 
week, wffl remain in charge at 
Bramall Lane until the end of 
the season. The Blades have 
also appointed the director 
Kevin McCabe as acting chair- 
man to tbe end of the season. 

Everton have signed the 
Scottish international striker 
John Spencer cm a month’s loan 
from Queen's Park Rangers. 
The Burnley goalkeeper Marion 
Beresford has joined Middles- 
brough for £400,000. 

The Leeds manager, George 
Graham, will study video evi- 
dence of the head-butting inci- 
dent involving his striker J immy 
Floyd HasseJbaink and the 
Wolves defender Keith Curie 
during Saturday’s FA Cup 
quarter-final before deciding 
whether to punish the Dutch 
striker. Hasselbaink was 


confronted by a t aunting Curie 
after missing a penally he M 
won- Graham said: T have not 
seen the incident yet but if it is 
proved it was a head-butt I will 
take action.” 

Wolves’ semi-final against 
Arsenal or West Ham will be 
played at Villa Park on 5 ApriL 
The other tie that day, New- 
castle against Coventry or 
Sheffield United, will be staged 
at Old Ttafford. 

Bradford City and Bury have 
been fined £25,000 each, with 
£20,000 suspended until the 
end of the 1998-99 season, fol- 
lowing a brawl between the 
two teams in December. 

Dairen Barnard has been 
called up by Wales — even 
though the defender was bam 
in Germany and is a former 

England Schools international. 

The Barnsley wing-back has 
been picked for . (he friendly 
against Jamaica at Nhnan Park, 
Cardiff on 25 March. 


Klinsmann paints picture of Spurs disarray 


THE Totte nham Hotspur strik- 
er Jurgen .Klinsmann has said 
that he was representing the 
views of other players when he 
had his much-publicised argu- 
ment with tbe White Hart Lane 
dub’s coach, Christian Gross, 
last week. 

Speaking in an interview 
with 'the German magazine 
Kicker, Klinsmann said his 


dispute with Gross came after 
other Tbttenham players had 

asked him to intervene. 

“When I was signed by Tot- 
tenham I was ejected by all 
sdes to take responsibility in 
the fight against Tdcgation,” the 
German international captain 
said. “I did that after seeing that 
many things here are in a mess 
and don’t function. There was 


a lot of tension between the 
players and the coach. I tried 
repeatedly to be tbe di plomat 
and to dose the gap. But for 
weeks nothing happened, thei r 
was no reaction.” . 

Klinsmann , who has said 
he is leaving Spues when his 
contract expires in the summer, 
rowed with Cross over tactics 
and team selection last week. 
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The Bose* Acoustic Wav# music s 
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Bose introduces ah easiei; more convenient way to enjoy superb; 
sound. Small and l igh t, the Acoustic Wave*, music s ys t em is a; 
complete sound system. With two equalizers, three amplifio 9 )j^£ 
three speakers, an AM/FM stereo ninety CD player and a credit; 
card-sized remow control. Bose’s patented Acoustic Waveguide; 
speaker technology delivers big, rich, lifelike sound. There are; 
no cables to connect No dials to adjust. Jose plug it in and ; 
start enjoying it Nor found in any shops, this system is available 
only direct from Bose. For a free information pack, simply call 
freephone or send/fax the coupon below. Or fo rty it in yoor\ 
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